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Petition No 0546/2020 by Julia Boehme (Swedish) on tackling homelessness rates in the European 

UnionThe petitioner addresses the Petitions Committee to denounce the incapacity of more than 4 

million homeless Europeans to stay ‘at home’ during the COVID-19 pandemic, highlighting that the 

current economic fallout might even put more people at risk of homelessness. She calls on the 

European Union to ensure that no one is left behind, as the fight against the pandemic must be 

inclusive in order to contain the virus. The petitioner refers to several good practices in Member 

States, offering also the possibility for economic sectors under strain to benefit from homeless’ 

support efforts. She believes that now the Union should take joint action to implement housing 

measures across the Union ensuring an Home First strategy. The online version of the petition calls

on the European Parliament to issue three types guidelines to EU Member States in this matter.

Information

– The petitioner highlights that many countries, including Spain, France, Sweden, 
Finland and Germany have developed emergency strategies and good practices to assist 
the homeless people;

– The petition has a list of names at the end, and refers to their petition on Change.org: 
http://chng.it/2rWxKd7DdL with 1754 signatories on 26 May 2020;

– The online petition highlights a request to the European Parliament to issue three 
guidelines to EU Member States. The first guideline calls for housing programmes 
without barriers of entry, allowing for quick housing solutions and avoiding 
stigmatisation. The second guideline requires housing programmes to provide a 
supportive pathway to independence through incentivising employment opportunities 
and entrepreneurship. The third guideline suggests for programmes that prevent and 
minimise causes of homelessness, such as rising rents and preventive provision of more 
social housing, making homes affordable. A framework based on these guidelines 
would be able to tackle homelessness.

Recommendations

– Declare admissible;
– ask the Commission for information;
– forward for information to the LIBE Committee;
– forward for information to the EMPL Committee
– send the petitioner the Statement by the President of the European Parliament on its 

concrete measures of solidarity:
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/interviews/david-sassoli-interview-
european-parliaments-key-role-shaping-eus-coronavirus;

– send the petitioner, the questions by MEPs for written answer to the European 
Commission in relation to COVID-19 and homelessness:
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2020-001726_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/P-9-2020-002170_EN.html .
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