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Dear Chair, 

 

The above-mentioned petition was transferred to the Committee on the Environment, Public 

Health and Food Safety (ENVI) for their opinion after examination of the petition in your 

Committee, by your letter of 17 November 2021. 

 

The ENVI Coordinators examined the petition in their meeting of 30 November 2021. 

 

On behalf of the Italian Rural Association (Associazione Rurale Italiana – ARI), the Italian 

Organic Farming Association (Associazione Italiana Agricoltura Biologica – AIAB) and the 

Federation of Trade Unions (Unione Sindacale di Base – USB), the petitioner complains against 

the Italian Government’s alleged failure to implement and enforce the judgment of the Court of 

Justice of the European Union of 25 July 2018 in Case C528/16 on the interpretation of 

Directive 2001/18/EC, based on which products obtained using the novel technique of genome 

editing are considered to be genetically modified organisms. The petitioner considers that any 

further delay in implementing this judgment exponentially increases the risks of irreversible 

contamination of conventional and organic crops by products resulting from genome editing 

and mutagenesis techniques, causing irreparable damage to the Italian agrifood chain and 

irretrievably undermining credibility of the entire organic sector and PDO and PGI production. 

The petitioner also denounces the failure to implement control mechanisms at Italian borders 

to identify seed and nursery products obtained using novel genome editing techniques, and the 

consequent unlawful and fraudulent introduction of plant propagating material without correct 

labelling. 

 

The Committee on Environment, Food Safety and Public Health shares concerns over emerging 

issues concerning the application of novel genetic techniques in the food sector and has 

organized a public hearing on 10 Μay 2021 with the purpose of assessing and discussing the 

potential impacts of the latter on health and the environment.1 In that context, Members were 

also invited to consider the conclusions of a study carried out by the European Commission 
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regarding the status of novel genomic techniques under Union law and in light of the Court of 

Justice’s judgment in Case C528/16.2 The study confirmed that NGTs have developed rapidly 

in many parts of the world and are expected to continue to do so on a global scale. The 

Commission study, however, has also indicated that the current legislation is no longer fit for 

purpose and is in need of adaptation to scientific and technological progress for some NGTs 

and their products, as it does not cater for different risk profiles and as a result may be 

inadequate or disproportionate. The current legislation has moreover been found to pose 

implementation and enforcement challenges. 

 

Additionally, during its meeting on 6 December 2021, the Committee exchanged views with 

the Commission on the Inception Impact Assessment (IIA) on “Legislation for plants produced 

by certain new genomic techniques”3, which was published by the Commission on 24 

September 2021. The IIA directly addresses the issues put forward by the petitioner and lays 

the grounds for future policy action pursuing adequate regulatory oversight for the concerned 

plant products, along with the overcoming of current legal uncertainties in Directive 

2001/18/EC. According to the IIA, a fundamental objective of the new framework will be to 

ensure a high level of protection of human and animal health without trade-offs between risks 

and benefits and with risk assessment and approval requirements proportionate to the risks 

involved, following a case-by-case examination of the techniques to enable innovation in the 

area of sustainability by promoting and incentivising the products most needed to ensure a 

smooth transition to a sustainable agri-food system; to safeguard transparency and consumer 

information as well as freedom of choice through appropriate labelling, and to make sure the 

envisaged legislation is able to contribute to the sustainability of the agri-food sector and to 

develop and apply in the fast-moving area of NGTs. The main impact assessment to come in 

2022 will examine options from environmental, social, economic and fundamental rights’ 

perspectives, and in the spirit of simplification and administrative burden, and will particularly 

look into ways to make the co-existence of NGTs with organic agriculture possible. The future 

initiative would most likely take the shape of a legislative proposal, and is scheduled for 

publication in 2023. The ENVI committee will continue to follow this issue very closely. 

 

To this end, the Parliament remains firmly committed to “the precautionary principle and the 

need to ensure transparency and freedom of choice to farmers, processors and consumers”, as 

highlighted by the joint ENVI - AGRI Farm to Fork INI report, adopted in plenary on 20 

October 2021 and whereby it was also underlined that “policy action (on NGTs) should include 

risk assessments and a comprehensive overview and assessment of options for traceability and 

labelling with a view to [...] providing consumers with relevant information, including for 

products from third countries”. 

 

The ENVI Committee in particular showed its interest for preventing genetic modification 

techniques from undermining GMO-free and organic production, as well as for protecting 

consumers’ right to information as early as 2003 in the context of its opinion4 on the AGRI-led 

resolution on “coexistence between genetically modified crops and conventional and organic 

crops”. To this end and in relation to the implementation of Article 26a of Directive 

                                                             
2 Study on the status of new genomic techniques under Union law and in light of the CJEU ruling in Case C-
528/16 (SWD(2021) 92 final, 29.4.2021) 
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plants/genetically-modified-organisms/new-techniques-biotechnology/ec-study-
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3 Text available on https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/ 
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2001/18/EC5 concerning “measures to avoid the unintended presence of GMOs”, the 

Committee called for Member States to “take legislative measures swiftly to safeguard the 

coexistence of genetically modified, conventional and organic crops,” and stressed that 

“consequences for the environment and human health, as well as freedom of choice for farmers 

and consumers, [...] need to be safeguarded”. 

 

ENVI aims to ensure that future legislative developments on novel genomic techniques will 

enable European citizens to reap benefits from innovation while guaranteeing producers and 

consumers’ interests and prioritizing a high level of protection of human and animal health and 

the environment. 

 

In light of the remarks above, the Committee on Environment, Food Safety and Public Health 

has decided not to do any follow-up on this petition. 

 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 
Pascal Canfin 
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