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European Parliament resolution on Illegal logging in the EU 

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Article 227 of the Treaty on European Union,

– having regard to Articles 4, 191, 230, 258 of the Treaty on the functioning of the 
European Union, 

– having regard to Regulation (EU) No. 995/2010 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council laying down the obligations of operators who place timber and timber products 
on the market,

– having regard to Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of 
natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora,

– having regard to Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 27 June 2001 on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on 
the environment,

- having regard to Regulation (EC) No 1367/2006 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on the application of the provisions of the Aarhus Convention on Access to 
Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in 
Environmental Matters to Community institutions and bodies,

– having regard to the infringement case INFR(2020)2033 of the 12 February 2020 
infringements package of the European Commission,

- having regard to EU’s biodiversity strategy for 2030,

- having regard to the Proposal for a Regulation to curb EU-driven deforestation and
forest degradation, adopted by the Commission on 17/11/2021,

– having regard to Rules 132, 136, 226 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the Committee on Petitions has received petitions 1248/2019, 0408/2020, 
1056/2021 raising concerns over illegal logging in some Member States and calling for 
preventive measures to reduce the risk and magnitude of the environmental damage and 
threat to human life and well-being; 

B. whereas illegal logging is an activity of great concern that leads to environmental 
damage, loss of biodiversity, wild habitats, soil degradation leading to natural disasters, 
such as landslides, and has led to the destruction or damage of several Natura 2000 
sites;

C. whereas illegal logging is a major factor of climate change contributing to the 
deterioration of the ambient air quality which negatively affects the well-being of 
citizens; 

D. points out negative socio-economic effects of illegal logging, with the communities 
being deprived of taxation revenues due to illicit marketing of illegally cut woods;

E. whereas illegal loggers have been consistently violent towards forestry officials, law-
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enforcement, environmental activists and investigative journalists, resulting in loss of
life in at least 6 cases; 

F. whereas the European Union should combat crime and organised crime preying on 
forests and should promote environmental protection, including the protection and 
sustainable management of forests; 

G. whereas there is at least one open infringement procedure against a Member State for 
alleged failure to implement EU legislation in this respect; 

H. whereas incentives for forest owners, compensations for forest-environmental and 
climate services and forest conservation and for maintenance of afforested land  are 
currently eligible under the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD) and different other Funds administrated by Member States; 

I. whereas forest management plans of some member States are deficient and the public 
has no or difficult access to them; 

1. Expresses its concern on the negative impact of illegal logging on European forests, 
wild habitats and the internal market; calls on the Commission and the Member states to 
implement concrete and immediate actions against illegal logging avoiding to become a 
trend, taking also into account the current soaring prices in energy and construction 
materials;

2. Underlines that achieving sustainable forest management is a key issue for the future of 
European forests, which ensures the use of forests in such a way that maintains 
biological diversity and productivity in order to respond to environmental, economic 
and societal challenges.

3. Calls on all Member States to ensure that timber tracking systems are fully operational 
and that forestry sanctions are proportional and dissuasive so as to discourage illegal 
logging effectively; calls on the Member States to incentivise the law enforcement
officers to proceed with a legal action and start criminal proceedings in cases of illegal 
logging, based on the evidence retrieved by the police or referred to the police by third 
parties;

4. Stresses the need to correctly assess the environmental impacts of forest management 
plans and for Member States to revise the ones , which do not comply with EU 
legislation and to ensure the completion of processes to provide access to the public to 
environmental information public participation in decision-making and justice as 
regards the forest management plans; in line with No 1367/2006 Aarhus Regulation in 
the area of access to justice in environmental matters;

5. Deplores the attacks on forestry officials, law-enforcement, environmental activists and 
investigative journalists, including deadly attacks, and recalls that these attacks are often 
committed by well organised and well equipped gangs engaged in illegal logging and of 
increasing violence and regularly engaging in intimidation;

6. Calls on national and EU authorities to take dissuasive and firm action to ensure full 
compliance with national and EU environmental law; calls on the Member States to 
strictly implement the EU Timber Regulation provisions to ban the use of illegal timber 
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on EU market; calls for a unitary definition of illegal logging as an environmental crime 
in all Member States so as guarantee that harmonised procedures and penalties are 
applied for the same illegal logging contraventions across the whole EU;

7. Emphasizes the importance of preventive measures to reduce environmental and 
economic damages and threat to human life caused by illegal logging;  acknowledges 
that some recent progress has been achieved at Member State level, with reported 
improvements in timber tracking, the revision and strengthening of penalties foreseen in 
national legislation aimed at combating illegal logging; highlights the need for adequate 
restoration plans of deteriorated environmental areas in concerned Member States; calls 
therefore on the Commission to issue a recommendation on raising the level of 
penalties, such as sentencing and fines, for the individuals involved in forest 
degradation and destruction; recalls that harmonised application of penalties in 
proportion to the damage is a way to avoid that criminals escape punishment in other 
national jurisdictions which have weaker provisions;

8. Calls on Member States to adopt appropriate law enforcement measures in order to fight 
illegal logging, and to protect environmental defenders, journalists and whistle-blowers; 
calls on Member States to take necessary measures to prevent the dismissal by the 
judicial authorities of cases related to illegal logging;

9. Calls on the Commission and Member States to periodically assess satellite imagery of 
all forested Natura 2000 sites and to take appropriate measures in cases of damage or 
destruction of these sites and to make these assessments and measures public;

10. Urges the Commission and the Council and Member States to take necessary measures 
to establish and to develop police cooperation involving the competent authorities of all 
Member States regarding the prevention, detection and investigation of criminal 
offences in forestry and trade in timber resulting from such activities;

11. Asks the Commission to promote sharing of best practices between Member States in 
fighting the phenomenon of illegal logging and its consequences;

12. Calls on the Commission be vigilant on the proper implementation of the Timber 
Regulation1, the Habitats Directive2, the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive3

and Conservation of wild birds4

13. Acknowledges the evidence that current tools for cross-border investigation and 
prosecution of environmental crime are not sufficient; stresses that the introduction of 
an EU Green Prosecutor, through the extension of EPPO competences, represents a way 
to improve the implementation of EU environmental legislation;

14. Stresses the importance of the implementation of the projects aimed to promote 
sustainable forestry management, environmental protection and support to communities 

                                               
1 Regulation (EU) No 995/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 October 2010 laying down 
the obligations of operators who place timber and timber products on the market Text with EEA relevance, OJ L 
295, 12.11.2010, p. 23–34.
2 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, 
OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p. 7–50.
3 Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2001 on the assessment of the 
effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, OJ L 197, 21.7.2001, p. 30–37.
4 Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on the conservation 
of wild birds, OJ L 20, 26.1.2010, p. 7–25.
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dependant on forestry resources, developing short supply chains, creating new jobs in 
rural and remote areas and, reversing the depopulation trends; suggests to develop 
projects in close cooperation with local authorities, which are working closely with 
stakeholders and local communities, who are the most impacted directly and indirectly 
by environmental changes and timber production and trade;

15. Invites the Commission to explore the possibility of developing of a  single EU digital 
monitoring tool , an application for the reporting by individuals of cases of deforestation 
with the use of their smartphones;  highlights that such an application would enable a 
more rapid intervention of law enforcement forces in case of detection of illicit activity 
in the forest;

16. Calls on the Member States to assume their primary responsibility for protecting the 
environment, including forests and to ensure the safety of forestry officials; recalls that 
corruption within public institutions remains an important factor leading to the impunity 
for illegal logging and offences to environmental activists;

17. Reminds that CAP and other EU funds might fund investment in sustainable forestry, 
including planning, also for small forestry owners.

18. Requests the introduction of regular security/police patrols including air surveillance in 
forests and area of transport of timber, where illegal logging or transport and trade of 
timber from such activities are reported; stresses the need to raise police awareness on 
deforestation crime and calls on the Member States to conduct special training for the 
law enforcement officers to equip them with practical tools on prevention, detection and 
prosecution of deforestation activity, as well as protection of environmental activists, 
whistle-blowers and staff  responsible for forest management; 

19. Recalls that deforestation is often linked to other forms of crime, such as illicit 
trafficking, corruption, fraud, money laundering, etc, predominantly bearing cross-
border dimension; stresses therefore the need to consider the information on 
deforestation as essential for the investigation of other types of serious crime and the 
need to share this information with Europol so as to facilitate cross-border 
investigations;

20. Calls on the Commission to allocate funding to the fight against illegal logging;

21. Highlights the importance of increasing the transparency  and  data collection and calls 
on the Member States to implement models for data gathering, processing and sharing 
using integrated monitoring systems tools such as Forest Information System for Europe 
(FISE) and EU Observatory in order to improve the operational response of police 
forces in tackling aspects of forestry criminality;

22. Highlights that the use of satellite images can help competent authorities at the EU level 
and at the national level to identify illegal logging activity with greater accuracy and 
speed; calls on the Member States to  make the full use of the tools available under EU 
Satellite Centre to strengthen their capacities in countering illegal logging;

23. Recalls the essential role that technological innovation plays in combatting illegal 
logging and  environmental crime in general; calls on the Commission to dedicate 
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funding for the technological support for Member States, which would allow national 
law enforcement officers to use the tools, such as drones and surveillance camera 
systems;

24. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the European 
Commission and to the governments and the parliaments of the Member States.
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