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MINUTES

of the meeting of 6 December 2021, 17.00-18.30

Brussels

The meeting opened at 17.00 on Monday, 6 December 2021, with Cornelia Ernst (Chair)
presiding.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 694.587)

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 6 September 2021 (PE 694.588)

The minutes were approved without changes.

3. Chair's announcements

The Chair announced that a mission to Iran was foreseen in the first semester of 2022.

4. Exchange of views with H.E. Mr Gholamhossein DEHGHANI, Ambassador of Iran, 
on the EU-Iran relations and latest developments in Iran

The Ambassador underlined that sanctions have not had any result, except for adding hardship 
on the ordinary population, with shortages in oncology products for instance. The policy of 
maximum pressure under the Trump administration led to a policy of maximum resistance. 
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Bilateral trade with the EU almost disappeared and has been compensated with other trade 
flows, including mainly China. The EU has not been able to develop effective tools to 
compensate for the impact of US sanctions, the blocking statute and INSTEX have not met 
expectations.

Iran needs to engage with the Taliban regime, to help avoid a humanitarian disaster in 
Afghanistan this winter. So far, the help from the international community is not likely to 
address the needs. Daesh has declared Iran to be one of its main enemies, and is also operating 
from Afghanistan, what makes engaging with the Taliban on security matters a necessity. About 
3.8 million Afghans have found shelter in Iran over the past years. The Ambassador rejected 
reports that Iran was sending Afghans back, noting this is only happening on a voluntary basis.

He also underlined that Iran is "not playing any role in Yemen, and that the apparent influence 
of Iran on the Houti is over-estimated".

As regards the JCPOA ongoing negotiations, the Ambassador confirmed that Iran expects a 
guarantee from the US that it would not withdraw again from the JCPOA, as without this 
assurance, no potential investor would be willing to invest in Iran and possibly be exposed again 
to US sanctions.

The Ambassador conveyed that, in principle, the Majlis would welcome a visit of the 
European Parliament's delegation, should the mission be authorised.

5. Any other business

None

6. Date and place of next meeting

The Secretariat will inform on the date of the next meeting.

The meeting closed at 18.30.
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