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MINUTES

of the meeting of 25 January 2024, 9.00 - 10.00

Brussels

The meeting opened at 9.06 on Thursday, 25 January 2024, with Miapetra Kumpula-Natri
(Vice-Chair) presiding.

1. Adoption of the agenda
The agenda was adopted.
2.  Approval of the minutes of the meeting of:

. 22 November 2023 PV — PE471.990v01-00
The minutes were approved.

3. Communications by the Chair

The Chair briefed the Members on the results of the 87th Inter-Parliamentary Meeting of the
Transatlantic Legislators’ Dialogue (TLD), held in Washington DC on 30 November to 2
December 2023. The EP delegation was composed of 15 Members. This was a positive meeting
with Congressional counterparts, with constructive discussions on Ukraine, decreasing energy
dependence from Russia, food security, Artificial Intelligence, China, and the situation in the
Middle East. During the meetings, US Co-Chair Rep. Nathan Moran (Republican-Texas) and
US Ranking member Rep. Jim Costa (Democrat-California) expressed interest to hold another
inter-parliamentary meeting in Brussels before EP elections in June. The Delegation shall
explore possible dates and request authorisation from the President.

4.  Election of the Chair of the Delegation for relations with the United States
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Danuta Maria Hiibner (EPP, Poland) was elected by acclamation as Chair of the Delegation for
relations with the United States. Frances Fitzgerald (EPP, Ireland) nominated Ms Hiibner on
behalf of the EPP group. Members proceeded with the election following the departure on 13
December 2023 of former D-US Chair Radostaw Sikorski (EPP, Poland), who became foreign
minister in the new Polish government.

The meeting continued with Danuta Hiibner, Chair, presiding.

5.  Exchange of views with Dr Leslie Vinjamuri, Director of the US and Americas
Programme and Chair of the faculty of the Queen Elizabeth II Academy at Chatham
House, on the 2024 US elections

Speakers: Vinjamuri, Kumpula-Natri, Koster, Galvez-Muioz, Fitzgerald, Hiibner, Scholz.

Dr Vinjamuri highlighted the high stakes of the 2024 US presidential elections against the
backdrop of an extremely polarised and divided US political landscape. Former President
Donald Trump has consolidated his lead as the Republican presidential frontrunner following
comfortable victories in Iowa and New Hampshire Republican primaries and is cruising
towards his third nomination. However, the results also underscored some of Trump’s
vulnerabilities, notably with independents, college-educated voters and with those Republicans
unwilling to dismiss his legal troubles. Those groups voted in large numbers for his rival, Nikki
Haley, who had a surprisingly good showing.

Although she thought any outcome was possible and there are still 9 months to go, Dr Vinjamuri
considered a Biden win more likely in the general election in November. Besides Trump’s
weaknesses with certain voter groups demonstrated by the results from New Hampshire, it
should not be forgotten that Trump lost in 2020 as the incumbent and in the 2022 midterms as
well as 2023 partial elections many candidates endorsed by Trump did not win.

Trump’s potential policies as president are illustrated in the Project 2025 agenda, put forward
by the ultra-conservative think-tank Heritage Foundation. Trump 2.0 is likely to be much better
prepared than the previous presidency. In general, ruling by Executive Orders can be expected
to be the order of the day under a potential Trump presidency.

Congress is under pressure from Republican members to link the Southern border security
policy, military assistance to Ukraine and Israel together in a single package. The border issue
- one of Trump’s key issues - has become politicised at all levels domestically in the US. Even
moderate Americans, who do not necessarily identify with a specific political party, considered
immigration at the Southern border a crucial issue that needs to be addressed.

In her replies to Members’ questions, Dr Vinjamuri added the following elements:

European leaders should communicate clearly through public diplomacy mechanisms to US
citizens the EU’s and its Member States’ commitment to NATO, to Ukraine, and to
strengthening their security and defence systems and increasing these budgets. Many
Americans lack awareness of the strength and level of these commitments. American politics
is currently very divisive and the Europeans could contribute to an efficient counter-narrative.
EU Institutions, including the Parliament, should cultivate contacts with both liberal and
conservative foreign policy elites and think-tanks. In their travels, Members should reach out
to state/local level: to chambers of commerce, politicians in swing states, and organise public
events with presentations at universities.
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Biden’s age was viewed negatively by many voters even though Trump is only 3 years younger.
Young voters, including Arab Americans - who are prevalent in swing states - were dissatisfied
with the Biden Administration's approach towards the Hamas/Israel conflict and war in Gaza.
Many voters acknowledged that Israel has the right to defend itself but were very concerned
about the high number of civilian casualties in Gaza, the spillover of the conflict to the Red Sea,
and America’s inability to influence Israel's policy on Palestinians/Gaza.

Many Republicans had a long-standing commitment to NATO but wished for the EU to increase
its financial commitment to the organisation. As regards China, the US was in a position to
move alone on many issues, but it would prefer to have Europe on its side.

6.  Any other business
None
7.  Date and time of the next meeting

The next meeting was scheduled to take place during the February I Plenary session in
Strasbourg.

The meeting closed at 10.15.
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