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The meeting opened at 14.04 on Monday, 21 January 2019, with Michael Gahler (Chair) in the 
chair.

1. Adoption of the agenda (PE614.470)

The agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of 3 October 2018 in Strasbourg (PE614.469)

The minutes were approved.

3. Chair’s announcements

The Chair informed Members that the proposed information visit for PAP Members and 
staff to the European elections in May 2019 would not take place.
The Chair updated Members on the EP-PAP capacity-building programme.

4. Update on the Action Plan following the Declaration of the AU-EU Summit in 2017
 Exchange of views

The European Commission and the EEAS, while updating Members on the Action Plan, 
stressed that the implementation of the priorities of the Declaration of Abidjan from 2017 
had started well. The Chair argued that a rapid formalisation of the Action Plan was 
necessary for reporting and scrutiny purposes.

Speakers: Michael Gahler, Domenico Rosa (EC) and Joaquin Tasso-Vilallonga (EEAS).

5. Update on the post-Cotonou negotiations and the involvement of and implications for 
the African Union (AU)
 Exchange of views with Ambassador Ahwad Sakine Ahmat, AU Permanent 
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representative in Brussels


The European Commission and the EEAS informed Members on progress made in the 
negotiations for a post-2020 ACP-EU partnership agreement. His Excellency Ahmat Awad 
Sakine, Permanent Representative of the African Union (AU) to Brussels, said that two 
sets of negotiations were underway – EU-ACP and EU-AU – and that the AU was prepared 
to back African negotiators in discussions on the ‘Africa’ pillar of the post-Cotonou 
framework.

The following spoke: Domenico Rosa (EC), Alexander Baum (EEAS), Ahmat Awad 
Sakine (AU), Maria Heubuch and Michael Gahler.

6. Sustainable development, environment and green growth in Africa
 Exchange of views with Kaddu Sebunya, CEO of the African Wildlife Foundation

Kaddu Sebunya, CEO of the African Wildlife Foundation (AWF), provided an interesting 
outline of the work of the Foundation and the challenges it faces. He invited Members to 
insist on a prominent place for wildlife conservation, biodiversity, sustainable use of 
natural resources and global public goods in the new ACP-EU partnership agreement. 
Members supported the idea.

The following spoke: Kaddu Sebunya (AWF) and Michael Gahler.

7. Any other business

None.

8. Date and place of next meeting

The date of a possible next meeting was to be determined. 

The meeting closed at 15.12.
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