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Dear Mr Tajani, 

 

The Committee on International Trade (INTA), in accordance with Rule 125 of the 

Rules of Procedure of the European Parliament, held a public hearing on 2 October 2020 

with Valdis Dombrovskis, Executive Vice-President of the European Commission for 

An Economy that Works for People, who, subject to the positive outcome of the 

nomination procedure, will be responsible also for the trade portfolio.  

 

On 28 September 2020 the Committee on International Trade, pursuant to Rule 125 of 

the Rules of Procedure and Article 2 of Annex VII thereto, received the letter by the 

Committee on Legal Affairs regarding the scrutiny of the declaration of the financial 

interests of Mr Dombrovskis. 

 

Prior to the hearing, Parliament had sent Executive Vice-President Dombrovskis a list 

of written questions. My Committee noted that Mr Dombrovskis answered those 

questions and dealt with the priorities outlined satisfactorily.  

 

In his opening statement, building on and expanding on his written replies, Mr 

Dombrovskis referred to the following priorities: 

 He underlined that his overarching priority will be to ensure that the EU’s trade 

policy fully contributes to the recovery of the European economy in a manner 

that is sustainable, inclusive and fair. In early 2021, a new trade policy 

communication will be put forward, creating a new roadmap for our trade policy 

and setting out the EU’s trade and investment priorities, in compatibility with the 

challenges and address the key issues facing us, such as green and digital 

transitions, and also supporting building a model of open strategic autonomy for 

Europe (strengthening the EU’s position in the world and global leadership, 

promoting our values and protecting our interests, enhancing our long-term 

competitiveness, protecting our market from unfair practices and ensuring 

resilience of supply chains, and – stressing the need for policy coherence between 

the EU’s internal and external policies – bringing a decisive contribution to the 

industrial policy and broader challenges).  

 Mr Dombrovskis stressed that his top priority will be firm defence and promotion 

of multilateralism and strengthening the stability of the global trading environment 

by leading the reform of the World Trade Organization (WTO) based on more 

forcefully contributing to the attainment to the Sustainable Development Goals 
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(SDGs) and including initiatives to help combat climate change and facilitate trade 

in health products.  

 Another top priority will be to ensure that trade is sustainable, that it brings a 

decisive contribution to the green transition both at home as well as in partner 

countries, and that it makes a full and active contribution to the attainment of SDGs. 

He clearly recognised the need for strengthening the enforcement of our trade and 

sustainable development chapters (including commitment to Paris Agreement and 

supporting gender equality), i.a. to consider how to insert more granularity into the 

enforcement of these chapters. Therefore, EU’s WTO reform agenda needs to have 

a strong sustainability focus. In this context, he also stressed the importance of the 

parliamentary dimension and democratic scrutiny of the WTO and reiterated 

the importance of European Parliament’s support and close involvement in the 

preparation of WTO Ministerial Conferences.  

 He also underlined the need for establishing a level-playing field to ensure a fair 

trading environment, both internally and externally, by strengthening the EU’s trade 

toolbox as well as need for more effective implementation and enforcement of 

EU trade policy, i.a. by more awareness-raising amongst all stakeholders, 

supporting SMEs in their efforts to internationalise their business, strengthening the 

implementation of EU trade agreements, and making systematic use of our 

enforcement tools. 
 

The introductory statement of Mr Dombrovskis was followed by a first round of 7 

questions from representatives of each political group and a second round of 18 

questions by other Members, including a representative from the non-attached 

Members. Almost all Members used the opportunity of asking also a follow-up question.  

 

During the course of the hearing, Members asked questions on a very broad range of 

topics, including the following subjects in particular: EU-US trade relations 

(transatlantic relations, tariffs, extraterritorial sanctions, cooperation on emerging 

technologies); EU-UK relations; Trade and Sustainable Development chapters 

(enforceability); Mercosur Association Agreement (sustainability and TSD chapter, 

possible re-negotiation and pre-ratification conditions); relations with Latin America; 

EU-China trade relations (comprehensive investment agreement, levelling the playing 

field, sustainability, human rights); Taiwan (possibility for an investment agreement); 

carbon border adjustment mechanism; trade and climate; trade and transparency; 

sustainability and promotion of SDGs; SMEs (benefiting from FTAs); Australia and 

New Zealand FTA negotiations; fair trade; WTO (reform, dispute settlement 

mechanism); Trade Defence Instruments; steel safeguards; EU-Canada Comprehensive 

Economic and Trade Agreement (food safety, ratification process); EU-ASEAN trade 

relations (possibility for a region-to-region agreement); FTAs implementation and Chief 

Trade Enforcement Officer (CTEO); trade and energy (Energy Charter Treaty); image 

of trade; gender provisions in trade agreements; Generalised System of Preferences 

(enforcement, GSP+, Philippines); open strategic autonomy and resilience of supply 

chains; counterfeiting; human rights and child labour; Trade portfolio and workload; 

EU-Vietnam trade agreement; digital trade. 
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Building on and expanding on his written replies, Mr Dombrovskis made the following 

specific commitments regarding his future action with regard to the trade 

portfolio: 

 

On the multilateral front: 

 to continue to work for the EU to lead the reform of the WTO and make it fit for 

today’s world, by making a proposal for the reform of the WTO as part of the 

trade policy review communication; 

 to launch a WTO trade and climate initiative to promote the trade of green goods 

and services and beyond and engage with like-minded countries to advance the 

proposal ahead of the next Ministerial Conference; 

 to build support among the EU’s trade partners for such a reform proposal, sparing 

no effort in building alliances to succeed in our plan to reform and strengthen the 

multilateral trading system, and to prepare with other WTO Members the 12th 

WTO Ministerial Conference with the objective of advancing on our reform 

priorities; 

 to work towards ensuring that enforcement through litigation at the WTO is not 

thwarted by the current situation of the WTO Appellate Body; 

 to continue and intensify the work on new rules to limit rampant subsidisation 

and unfair competition and to reinstate a level playing field: to rein in practices 

causing market distortions, to develop new rules on industrial subsidies, to ensure 

that state-owned enterprises operate under free market conditions, and to prohibit 

forced technology transfers; 

 to intend to mainstream the aspect of strengthening the sustainability dimension 

of the WTO in the WTO reform agenda, starting with the finalisation of the 

fisheries subsidies negotiations,  and to further explore options for example on 

environmental goods; 

 to continue engaging in the development of rules on e-commerce, domestic 

regulation and investment facilitation; 

 to address as part of WTO reform efforts the need to update the organisation’s 

institutional framework (by defining mechanisms to incorporate plurilateral 

agreements within the WTO and by seeking a new consensus on special and 

differential treatment so that flexibilities and support are available and adapted to 

those countries that actually need them) and finding a lasting solution to the 

current Appellate Body situation (the EU is open to meaningful reform of the 

WTO dispute settlement system, while preserving its essential character: binding, 

two-tier review by independent adjudicators); 

 to push forward initiatives on trade and health to ensure that trade in medicinal 

products can flow freely and enhance the resilience of global value chains for health 

products and medicines; 

 to work to ensure that our multilateral trade policy contributes to the EU’s 

political objectives: open strategic autonomy, the Green Deal, the European Digital 

Strategy, the economic recovery and the implementation of the SDGs, and to work 

with other Commissioners to ensure that our multilateral interests are fully 

integrated into all relevant external and internal EU policies; 

 to actively push for the creation of a Multilateral Investment Court (MIC) with a 

view to fundamentally reform the dispute settlement provisions of existing Bilateral 

Investment Treaties. 
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Concerning bilateral relations and agreements: 

 to continue to deepen our strategic relationships and diversify our trade ties, 

including managing our key relationships, especially with the US and China; 

 to focus with the US on revitalising strategic partnership and on working together 

on advancing our shared interests (including linked to levelling the playing field); 

 to continue with China on emphasising the need to make a greater contribution to 

and take greater responsibility for the reform of the multilateral trading system, 

while continuing to develop a level-playing field to ensure a fair, reciprocal and 

balanced trading relationship and to seek an investment agreement with China that 

contains a robust TSD chapter and especially compliance with core ILO 

conventions;  

 to put good faith efforts in order to conclude negotiations so that an agreement with 

the UK is in place at the end of the transition period, and ensure preparedness for 

the eventuality of a no-deal; 

 not to reopen the current text but not to put forward ratification of Mercosur 

agreement without meaningful results on pre-ratification commitments on 

sustainable development provisions; 

 to lead the work on concluding ongoing negotiations, notably with Australia and 

New Zealand as well as the modernisation of the trade relations with Chile, 

including a strong chapter on trade and gender; 

 to pay very particular attention to the need to deepen our relationships with Africa 

and the Neighbourhood with a focus not only on trade and investment relations, 

but also on formulating win-win partnerships aligned with sustainable 

development, socioeconomic and political objectives; 

 to explore the avenues of the French-Dutch non-paper and to continue to pursue 

ambitious trade and sustainable development chapters with binding 

commitments on labour and the environment, i.a. by bringing forward the review 

of Commission’s 15 point action plan from 2023 to 2021; 

 to make the fullest possible use of the various mechanisms and opportunities 

afforded by our bilateral agreements to enhance cooperation to ensure the respect 

of sustainability standards both in the EU and in partner countries; 

 to ensure that the adherence to the Paris Climate Agreement is an essential 

element of our trade agreements;  

 to make sure the Commission better assesses the impact of trade agreements on 

biodiversity, with follow-up action to strengthen the biodiversity provisions of 

existing and new agreements if relevant; 

 to engage in the negotiation for the modernisation of the Energy Charter Treaty; 

indeed the main aim of the reform is to allow members to phase out protection of 

investment in fossil fuel. 

 

In terms of autonomous trade tools: 

 to push for a more effective and systematic use of our enforcement tools to 

ensure the EU avails itself of its rights under international trade law and to leverage 

our resources better to eliminate trade barriers for EU companies abroad (a more 

effective, faster and streamlined enforcement process also through the use of 

dispute settlement mechanisms in bilateral/multilateral agreements); 
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 to strengthen key areas of importance to the EU’s strategic autonomy including 

the full and effective implementation of the FDI Screening Regulation, the 

development of our policy and legislation on export control as well as trade defence 

cases; 

 to continue defending the internal market from distortions caused by dumping 

and subsidies through trade defence instruments and, where needed, by developing 

new internal tools  i.a. to work with Executive Vice-President Vestager to develop 

a new instrument to deal with the distortive effects of foreign subsidies on the 

internal market; 

 to push actively for rapid legislative agreement on and completion of the 

strengthening of the EU’s Enforcement Regulation, i.a. expressing support for 

broadening its scope; 

 to seek agreement on the International Procurement Instrument; 

 to work with Commissioner Gentiloni to prepare a carbon border adjustment 

mechanism that is fully compatible with WTO rules; 

 to work with Commissioner Reynders on a Commission proposal already in 2021 

setting up a compulsory due diligence scheme and to see how WTO principles can 

be applied to abolish forced labour in supply chains;  

 to ensure that the adherence to the Paris Climate Agreement is an essential 

element of our autonomous trade tools; 

 to put forward in 2021 a new proposal to ensure that no commodities or products 

come to European market from deforested areas; 

 to launch in October 2020 a new Access2Markets portal; 

 to work on preparing and proposing soon a sanctions mechanism related to human 

rights violations; 

 to step up efforts to implement and enforce existing agreements more efficiently, 

i.a. to do more to identify and take action when there are violations of commitments 

on trade and sustainable development commitments on labour and the environment, 

including the Paris Agreement;  

 to guide the CTEO in his mission to closely monitor the implementation of 

climate, environmental and labour protections enshrined in our trade agreements, 

with a zero-tolerance approach to child labour; 

 to establish (under the CTEO) a new complaints process – the Single Entry Point 

– to ensure more effective and systematic enforcement in DG Trade and in the 

Commission, providing a gateway for complaints from companies on trade 

restrictive practices in third countries, but also an equivalent gateway as regards 

complaints from stakeholders on violations of trade and sustainable development 

commitments under trade agreements and preferential trade under the Generalised 

System of Preferences (GSP); 

 to fight to ensure that international law is upheld and preserved, i.a. by looking 

at a new legislative tool in 2021 intended to deter and then if necessary 

counterbalance coercive actions by third countries and to announce in the upcoming 

Communication on Financial and Economic Sovereignty the Commission’s ideas 

on how to improve the EU’s ability to respond to extra-territorial sanctions. 
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Building on and expanding on his written replies, Mr Dombrovskis made the following 

specific commitments regarding his future action vis-a-vis the Parliament: 

 to continue to seek the views of the Parliament in the process of developing and 

implementing the EU’s trade policy, i.a. referring - in context of the ongoing review 

of the EU’s trade policy - to INTA’s upcoming resolution as a key input for the 

preparation of Commission Communication; 

 to build a strong working relationship with INTA Committee, drawing on the 

well-established practices of previous Commissioners;  

 to join INTA discussions when invited to do so; 

 to share with the INTA Committee all documents shared at the same time with 

the Council’s Trade Policy Committee and to maintain a high level of transparency; 

 to give his full support to the continued publication by the Commission of its 

proposals for draft Negotiating Directives;  

 to take good note of Parliament’s remarks and views, whether expressed orally 

or in writing;  

 to be a good partner of the Parliament in discussions between the three 

institutions, by carefully taking Parliament’s position this into account throughout 

discussions in Council, by encouraging Council to wait until it has heard from 

Parliament before it finalises its position, and by reiterating to Council the 

importance of publishing the authorisation and final version of negotiating 

directives it adopts;  

 to follow President von der Leyen’s guidance that the Commission will always 

propose that provisional application of trade agreements takes place only once 

the Parliament has given its consent, and to continue encouraging Council not to 

apply a trade agreement provisionally before Parliament has given consent; 

 to continue supporting the increase in the parliamentary dimension of the WTO 

and in particular the involvement of the Parliament in Ministerial Conferences of 

the WTO, for example by actively insisting with the host authorities that MEPs 

must have access to WTO Ministerial Conferences premises and by maintaining the 

practice that Members of the European Parliament are part of the EU delegation to 

WTO Ministerial Conferences and are briefed on the progress in negotiations on a 

daily basis by the Commission services, including by himself;  

 to keep the Parliament fully and regularly informed of developments in the WTO, 

and particularly on progress in relation to the EU’s WTO reform initiative. 

 

Based on the written and oral replies and the discussion, the INTA Committee expects 

Mr Dombrovskis to further elaborate and deliver during his mandate, inter alia, on 

the following points:  

1. to continue pursuing the ambitious EU trade agenda by concluding ongoing trade 

and investment negotiations and open new negotiations where conditions are met; 

2. to further develop the concept of an “open strategic autonomy” including initiatives 

for the diversification of supply chains and nearshoring in the frame of the 

upcoming trade policy review; 

3. Mr Dombrovskis’ greater engagement with Parliament will include an active 

interaction with Parliament from the earliest stages in the process of elaborating the 

priorities and policy steps for creating and effectively implementing EU trade and 

investment strategy (e.g. improved involvement already in scoping stage of 

preparing for negotiations); 
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4. full involvement in the development of the Commission proposal for a mandatory  

due diligence legislation to ensure compatibility and mutual reinforcement with 

existing trade tools and with flexibility and specific solutions for SMEs; 

5. to ensure continuous and structured dialogue on trade policy with civil society, 

representing workers, consumers, businesses and other stakeholders;  

6. to ensure the enforcement of the precautionary principle; 

7. in line with the review of the action plan, to engage in a process with the Parliament 

on improving and enforcing TSD chapters and to provide Parliament with a 

proposal including the implementation of the commitment on the zero tolerance to 

child labour;  

8. to mainstream climate goals in the EU’s trade policy and assess the climate and 

environmental impact of existing trade agreements; 

9. to create an inclusive digital trade strategy that ensures that our trade policy and 

trade agreements include modern rules on digital trade ensuring market access for 

digital goods and services while creating benefits for consumers in full respect of 

our privacy laws;  

10. to ensure that every new FTA has a dedicated SMEs chapter and that SMEs are 

fully supported in their ambition to access new markets; 

11. to engage on the work towards an EU action plan for implementing the UN guiding 

principles on business and human rights;  

12. to present as soon as possible an EU action plan on gender equality and women 

empowerment and trade, and use the EU-Chile agreement model on gender chapter 

in future FTAs; 

13. to always propose that provisional application of trade and investment agreements 

takes place only after Parliament has given its consent; 

14. to increase Parliament’s scrutiny rights of the implementation and enforcement of 

concluded trade and investment agreements; 

15. to call for swift opening of investment negotiations with Taiwan and to open a 

scoping exercise; 

16. to present his strategy on how to leverage his portfolio to contribute mainstreaming 

the achievement of the SDGs and Agenda 2030; 

17. to further improve the communication and the utilisation rate of current and future 

trade agreements and trade policy so that potentials of trade become better known 

to all. 

 

On the basis of the responses to the Members present at the hearing, as well as the 

comments made by my Committee’s Coordinators, who met in camera after the hearing 

under my chairmanship, I hereby give the following assessment: the general outcome 

of this hearing is that Mr Dombrovskis gave a convincing impression of his aptitude 

to carry out the specific tasks assigned to him with regard to the trade portfolio. 
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In accordance with Rule 125 of the Rules of Procedure and Article 4 of Annex VII 

thereto, the INTA Coordinators representing a large majority of the committee 

membership, with one abstention, decided to approve that Mr Dombrovskis is 

qualified to carry out also the specific tasks assigned to him with regard to the trade 

portfolio. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 
Bernd Lange 

Chair of INTA Committee 


