
 

Security vs civil liberties: the impact of the Paris
terrorist attacks
 
After the initial shock came the reactions. Just days after the attacks in Paris,
governments and politicians started calling for more tools to fight terrorism. How will
such measures sit alongside the rights of citizens to privacy or freedom of movement?
We talked to Anna Elżbieta Fotyga, chair of the subcommittee on security and defence,
and Claude Moraes, chair of the justice committee.
 
Do we now find ourselves in a European "war on terror"? Following the attacks in Paris, some
countries have called for a European passenger name record (PNR), tighter border controls and
even more internet surveillance to prevent terrorist attacks. We asked MEPs Anna Elżbieta
Fotyga and Claude Moraes whether the European Parliament has a role to play in all of this.
 
Claude Moraes (S&D, UK)
 
 
I don’t think it is helpful to talk about wars on terror, I think this is the wrong language. What the
European Parliament and the institutions have to do is to understand history and understand
that we have managed these very tough situations before. We have dealt with home-grown
terrorism in many parts, in Northern Ireland for example, and in Germany and Spain.
 
 
We understand the speed with which member states want us to move on - in various issues
such as the PNR - but we will take our legislative role very seriously. There has to be a balance
between the safety of European citizens, and their privacy and fundamental rights.
 
 
Anna Elżbieta Fotyga (ECR, Poland)
 
I would not call this a war on terror, but we certainly have a problem. We have to be very
vigilant. We have to combine our efforts to prevent terrorism, and the radicalisation of various
groups which takes place on European territory. I would also like to add that terrorism in Europe
is not only the influence of radical Islamism. We also have dangerous situations on our eastern
borders, the Russian aggression on Ukraine.
 
 
For a very long time the ECR group has been in favour of the adoption of a PNR directive. I
know it means closer cooperation of secret services, it means certain dangers in terms of state
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oversight of secret services. All of us have concern for democracy, but the danger of terrorism is
there and we have to prevent the escalation of terrorist attacks. I think the PNR directive should
be adopted with many safeguards to guarantee citizens’ rights.
 
Click here for more news from the European Parliament.
 
 
Further information
Claude Moraes (S&D, UK)
Anna Elżbieta Fotyga (ECR, PL)
Foreign policy: MEPs call for more European unity
Security and "Juncker Plan" at heart of debate with Council president Tusk
Secret service surveillance of lawyers in the EU
EP pays tribute to victims of Paris terrorist attacks
Security and defence committee
Civil liberties, justice and home affairs committee
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4519/Claude_MORAES_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28353/ANNA+ELZBIETA_FOTYGA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20150109IPR06403/Foreign-policy-MEPs-call-for-more-European-unity
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20150109IPR06307/Security-and-%27Juncker-Plan%27-at-heart-of-debate-with-Council-president-Tusk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20150109IPR06325/Secret-service-surveillance-of-lawyers-in-the-EU
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20150109IPR06302/EP-pays-tribute-to-victims-of-Paris-terrorist-attacks
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/sede/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/home.html


Anna Elżbieta Fotyga, chair of the subcommittee on security and defence; and Claude Moraes, chair of the committee on civil liberties,

justice and home affairs
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