
 

Parliament rejects national GMO bans proposal
 
A draft EU law that would enable any EU member state to restrict or prohibit the sale and
use of EU-approved GMO food or feed on its territory was rejected by the European
Parliament on Wednesday. Members are concerned that the law might prove unworkable
or that it could lead to the reintroduction of border checks between pro- and anti-GMO
countries. They call on the Commission to table a new proposal.
 
“Today’s vote gave a clear signal to the European Commission. This proposal could turn on its
head what has been achieved with the single market and the customs union”, said rapporteur
Giovanni La Via (EPP, IT), whose recommendation to reject the proposal was approved by 577
votes to 75, with 38 abstentions.
 
“Over the last few months, serious concerns have been expressed about the lack of any impact
assessment, the proposal’s compatibility with the single market, and also whether it is actually
feasible. There was no evaluation of the potential consequences or of other available options”,
he added.
 
“I believe that this proposal could have negative consequences for agriculture in the EU, which
is heavily dependent on protein supplies from GMO sources. It could also have indirect negative
effects  on imports.  Finally,  there are concerns over  whether  this  proposal  could even be
implemented,  because there are no border  controls  in  the EU”,  he concluded.
 
The proposal, which would amend existing EU legislation to enable member states to restrict or
prohibit the use of EU-approved genetically modified food and feed on their territory, was tabled
by the EU Commission on 22 April 2015.
 
The Commission suggested that this proposal should be modelled on another EU law, on
GMOs intended for cultivation, which entered into force in early April 2015. This allows member
states to ban the cultivation of EU-approved GMOs on their territory.
 
But whereas cultivation necessarily takes place on a member state’s territory, GMO trade
crosses  borders,  which  means  that  a  national  “sales  and  use”  ban  could  be  difficult  or
impossible  to  enforce  without  reintroducing  border  checks  on  imports.
 
Next steps
 
European Commissioner for Health and Food safety Vytenis Andriukaitis has said that the
European Commission will not withdraw the legislative proposal, which will be discussed by EU
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ministers.
 
Procedure:  Co-decision, 1st reading
 
 
 

58
GMOs are authorised in  the EU for  food and feed uses (covering
maize,  cotton,  soybean,  oilseed rape,  sugar  beet

Eight things you should know about GMOs
Eight things you should know about GMOs

Further information
Legislative proposal

Video recording of debate (click on 28.10.2015)
Video of the press conference (click on 28.10.2015)
EbS+
Audiovisual material for meda
Infoclips on GMOs
More audiovisual material
EP Research on Member States' possibility to “opt out” from GM food and feed import
authorisations
EC Memo

Political groups
Press release by the EPP group
Press release by the S&D group
Press rlease by the ECR group
News pages of the ALDE group
Press release by the GUE/NGL group
Press release by the Greens/EFA group
News pages of the EFDD group
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2015/0177/COM_COM(2015)0177_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2015/0177/COM_COM(2015)0177_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/schedule
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm?sitelang=en&page=3&institution=0&date=10/28/20145
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Package.aspx?page=2405&id=24&packagetype=D&mediatype=V&type=S&utm_source=webcomm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ep_media_network
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Package.aspx?page=2405&id=24&packagetype=D&mediatype=V&type=S&utm_source=webcomm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ep_media_network
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Page.aspx?id=2405
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2015/569029/EPRS_ATA%282015%29569029_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2015/569029/EPRS_ATA%282015%29569029_EN.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-4777_en.htm
http://www.eppgroup.eu/press-release/GMOs%3A-EPP-against-destroying-single-market-by-national-bans
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/newsroom/sds-call-proper-legislation-regulate-gmo-authorisations-eu
http://ecrgroup.eu/news/girling-leads-calls-for-commission-to-scrap-dangerous-plan-on-gm-feed/
http://www.alde.eu/press/press-and-release-news/
http://www.guengl.eu/news/article/gue-ngl-news/gm-proposal-not-fit-for-purpose-and-should-be-rejected
http://www.greens-efa.eu/gmo-authorisation-14708.html
http://www.efdgroup.eu/newsroom/press-releases
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https://twitter.com/EP_Environment


No realistic way for EU countries to keep EU-approved GMO food and feed out of their national markets, say MEPs. © AP Images/European

Union - EP

GMO legislation runs into more opposition
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=631352e5-d0b9-494a-8a79-a50200d7cf0f
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How it works
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=74552dbe-6f04-4d8d-8b7b-a53a00bafc21
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