
 

2015 drug report: cannabis still popular in Europe,
heroin use declining
 
Europe is an important market for drugs, supported by both domestic production and
drugs trafficked from elsewhere, according to the 2015 report by the European
Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA). The report will be discussed
by the civil liberties and justice committee and EMCDDA Director Wolfgang Götz on
Wednesday 17 June from 9.00 CET. Watch it live online and check out our infographic
and article for the report's main findings on drug use in Europe.
 
Cannabis
 
 
Cannabis continues to be the most commonly used drug in Europe. 23.3% of people aged 16-
64 have used it at least once in their lifetime and almost 1% uses it daily. It accounts for almost
80% of all drug seizures.  In 2013, 671,000 seizures of cannabis were reported in the European
Union with a further 30,000 seizures of cannabis plants. The most of drug law offences related
to cannabis. Also, high potency cannabis products are available more than before
 
Cocaine
 
 
Cocaine, used mostly on weekends and holidays, is the second most widely used substance
with 4.6% of people having used it at least once. In 2013, about 78,000 seizures totalling 63
tonnes of cocaine were reported in the EU.
 
Heroin
 
 
The use of heroin and other opioids remains relatively rare and even appears to be declining. In
Europe  there are currently believed to be 1.3 million problem users. EMCDDA defines problem
use  as  "injecting  use  of  drugs  or  prolonged/regular  use  of  opiates,  cocaine  and/or
amphetamines". 
 
However, heroin and other opioids continue to be associated with most of the drug-related
deaths as well as most of the cost of treatment. In 2013 175,000 people sought treatment in the
EU, yet their number has halved since 2007 and they are on average  five years older (34 years
old).
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Ecstasy
 
 
Some 3.6% of adults have used ecstasy at least once in their lifetime.
 
Amphetamines
 
 
Some 3.5% of people have used amphetamines at least once in their life. They are produced in
Europe for domestic use, although some of them are also produced for export.
 
New drugs
 
New drugs are detected at a rate of two per week. In 2014, 101 psychoactive substances were
detected for the first time and 450 substances are monitored now, but the better-known drugs
are still heavily used.
 
About EMCDDA
 
 
Inaugurated in Lisbon in 1995, EMCDDA is one of the EU’s decentralised agencies. It  provides
the EU and its member states with a factual overview of European drug problems
 
Click here for more news from the European Parliament.
 
Find out more
European drug report 2015
Country reports
Watch the meeting live on Wednesday 17 June from 9.00 CET
Agenda
Reitox network
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http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/edr2015
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/countries
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20150617-0900-COMMITTEE-LIBE
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/oj/1064/1064943/1064943en.pdf
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/about/partners/reitox-network
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