
 

Parliament backs emission curbs for off-road
machinery
 
Plans to update EU type approval rules and emission limits for internal combustion
engines in non-road mobile machinery (NRMM), such as lawn mowers, bulldozers, diesel
locomotives and inland waterway vessels, were backed by MEPs on Wednesday. These
plans had already been agreed informally with the Dutch Presidency of the Council.
NRMM engines account for about 15% of all NOx and 5% of particulate emissions in the
EU.
 
“We managed to reach a very positive final agreement: a really important balance between
environmental protection and the competitiveness of European enterprises”, said lead MEP
Elisabetta Gardini (EPP, IT). Her report was approved by 623 votes to 57, with 27 abstentions.
 
“We have tightened the limits proposed by the European Commission even further for many
engines' power ranges, but we kept the approach reasonable enough so that the industry can
comply with the new requirements in a short time - and this was the most important goal”, she
added.
 
The legislation defines engine categories, which are divided into sub-categories according to
their power range. For each category, it sets emission limits for CO, HC, NOX and particulate
matter (PM) and deadlines for implementing them, starting from 2018.
 
Compared to the existing directive, the legislation covers more types of engines, simplifies
administrative procedures and improves enforcement and market surveillance.
 
Real-world emissions
 
The plans include a new in-service engine performance monitoring system which should close
the current gap between laboratory emission test figures and those measured in the real world.
 
Retrofitting
 
As advocated by MEPs, the EU Commission will have to assess the possibility of laying down
harmonised measures for retrofitting emission control devices to engines. MEPs also won a
review clause, with a view to achieving further emission reductions.
 
Note to editors

Press release
05-07-2016 - 13:46
Reference No: 20160701IPR34492

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

1 I 4



 
 
The European Environment Agency said in a report published in 2014 that the EU is still far
from achieving air quality levels that do not result in unacceptable risks to humans and the
environment. The agency estimates that every year, 72,000 premature deaths are attributable to
nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and 403,000 to particulate matter (PM). The EU Commission estimates
that air pollution in the EU costs around €330-940 billion per year.
 
 
 
In September 2014, the EU Commission tabled a proposal for a regulation that would update
and replace rules laid down in the existing directive, which no longer reflects the current state of
technology.
 
 
 
The new NRMM regulation will cover all kinds of combustion engines, used for example in small
handheld equipment,  generating sets,  harvesting and agricultural  machinery, construction
machinery, railcars and locomotives, and inland waterway vessels. These engines will have to
meet the same requirements, regardless of their fuels, in order to boost innovation in the sector.
 
Procedure:  Co-decision, 1st reading agreement
 

15%
of Nox emissions in the EU come from NRMM engines

Further information
Adopted text will be available here (05.07.2016)

Video recording of debate (click on 04.07.2016)

Audiovisual material for media
EP Research: emissions from non-road mobile machinery

EC Memo

European Environment agency report on air quality

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

2 I 4

http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/air-quality-in-europe-2014
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bTA%2b20160507%2bTOC%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bTA%2b20160507%2bTOC%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/583861/EPRS_ATA(2016)583861_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/583861/EPRS_ATA(2016)583861_EN.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/automotive/environment-protection/non-road-mobile-machinery/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/automotive/environment-protection/non-road-mobile-machinery/index_en.htm
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/air-quality-in-europe-2014
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/air-quality-in-europe-2014
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News pages of the S&D group
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News pages of the GUE/NGL group
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News pages of the EFDD group

Baptiste CHATAIN
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 40992 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74151 (STR)
(+32) 498 98 13 37
@EP_Environment
presse-fr@europarl.europa.eu
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http://bit.ly/29hdGzX
http://bit.ly/1WWG6F4
http://bit.ly/1Y0YFrj
http://bit.ly/1XbSQs6
http://bit.ly/1UrAlM9
http://bit.ly/1TV9vxr
http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
https://twitter.com/EP_Environment
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