
 

Survey: people reveal their priorities for the EU
 
The fight against terrorism should be the EU's number one priority followed by action on
unemployment, the fight against tax fraud, migration, the protection of external borders
and the environment, according to the vast majority of people surveyed in a special
Eurobarometer carried out by the European Parliament. Those participating were asked if
more or less common action is required on a range of different issues. Check out our
interactive infographic.
 
Respondents to the survey believe that more common EU action is required in the vast majority
of policy areas they were asked about. The fight against terrorism (82%) and the fight against
unemployment (77%) were singled out as the main priorities by people. 40% of respondents
considered the risk of a terrorist attack to be high. The three measures proposed by the
European Parliament that Europeans thought were most urgent are tackling the financing of
terrorist groups (42%), fighting the roots of terrorism and radicalisation (41%) and strengthening
control of the external EU borders (39%).
 
In addition 75% of respondents wanted more EU action on the fight against tax fraud, also 74%
on migration, 71% on the protection of external borders, while 67% wanted to see more done on
environmental protection.
 
The Parliament is already working on new initiatives for the priorities singled out by people in
the survey. For example regarding the fight against terrorism, MEPs are working on a law that
would make preparing to commit terror attacks a crime throughout the EU and they are also
working on tightening up rules on buying and owning firearms. On taxation, Parliament adopted
recommendations to make multinationals pay a fair share of taxes. Parliament has also set up
an inquiry committee, which will be looking into the revelations contained in the Panama
Papers. Finally, as for the protection of the EU’s external borders, MEPs have adopted plans for
an EU border control system, bringing together the EU’s Frontex border agency and national
border management authorities.
 
In addition three quarters of Europeans (74%) believe that what brings them together is more
important than what separates them. The vast majority of people also said that the EU should
intervene more than at present.
 
About the infographic
 
The survey was conducted among 27,969 people from all over the EU between 9 April and 18
April. It was set up to be representative of the population as a whole.

Article
01-07-2016 - 17:31
Reference No: 20160630STO34203

EN Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Contact: webmaster@europarl.eu

1 I 3

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/20160623PVL00111/Europeans-in-2016-Perceptions-and-expectations-fight-against-terrorism-and-radicalisation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160620IPR32963/planning-terrorist-attacks-must-be-made-a-crime-say-civil-liberties-meps
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2015/0269%28COD%29&l=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160701IPR34487/meps-call-for-tax-haven-blacklist-patent-box-rules-ccctb-and-more
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160701IPR34480/meps-back-plans-to-pool-policing-of-eu-external-borders
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160701IPR34480/meps-back-plans-to-pool-policing-of-eu-external-borders


Our interactive infographic allows you to compare the survey results on different policy areas for
the EU as a whole as well as for each individual member state.
 
Find out more
The survey
EU legislation in progress
Migration top story
Fairer corporate taxation top story
Terrorism top story
Climate change top story
Blogs on issues where Europe could do more
Parliament's Eurobarometer

What do you expect of the EU?
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player?pid=9254f34c-c351-4715-bf3e-a62f00a9afb9
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/20160623PVL00111/Europeans-in-2016-Perceptions-and-expectations-fight-against-terrorism-and-radicalisation
https://epthinktank.eu/eu-legislation-in-progress/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/top-stories/20150831TST91035/Migration-a-common-challenge
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/top-stories/20150318TST35503/Fairer-corporate-taxation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/top-stories/20151125TST04632/Terrorism
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/top-stories/20141118TST79414/Climate-Change
https://epthinktank.eu/tag/cost-of-non-europe/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/20160623PVL00111/Eurobarometer
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