
 

EU borders: "No-one is abolishing a member state's
responsibility to defend its borders"
 
What's involved in reinforcing the EU's external borders?
 
On Wednesday 6 July MEPs approved plans to set up an EU border control system aiming to
secure the EU’s external borders and to restore the functioning of the Schengen area. Our
Facebook followers had the chance to ask all about it during our live interview with Parliament's
lead negotiator Artis Pabriks, a Latvian member of the EPP group. Read on to find out what he
had to say and watch the interview.
 
Last year there were 1.8 million illegal crossings into the EU compared to just over 280,00 the
year before. Parliament followers asked how the new plans, which includes setting up an EU
Border and Coast Guard, would help EU countriest to manage their borders. Pabriks said that if
an EU country experienced issues with migration or cross-border crime they could ask the other
member states for assistance: "Within the next five to seven days it would be able to get
assistance with 1,500 rapid reaction border guards and their technical equipment. It's the first
time in EU history."
 
 
Pabriks said the new agency would not take any political decisions on behalf of member states,
but only assist them so there was no need to be concerned that countries' sovereignty was
being affected:  "Nobody is abolishing the responsibility of a member country to defend (...) its
own borders."
 
However, under the new rules EU countries can take action collectively should one member
state not be able to secure its own borders and be unwilling to accept any help. Pabriks said in
that case the country would be undermining the security of other member states, which is why
they could decide to temporarily install border controls between them and this country.
 
 
It is now up to the Council to approve the proposal before it can enter into force. Pabriks said
the agency could be operational within four months and that he hoped that it would already start
this year.
 
Click here to watch the interview with Artis Fabriks and subscribe to get notified when we use
Facebook Live.

Article
06-07-2016 - 17:18
Reference No: 20160701STO34394

EN Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Contact: webmaster@europarl.eu

1 I 4

https://www.facebook.com/europeanparliament/videos/10157314669295107/
https://www.facebook.com/europeanparliament/videos/10157314669295107/


Read our article on EU border controls and managing migration.
 
Find out more
Report
Procedure file
Press release: MEPs back plans to pool policing of EU external borders (6 July 2016)
Artis Pabriks
Migration top story
European Commission fact sheet on European Border and Coast Guard
Briefing
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20170627STO78419
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA8-2016-0200%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2015/0310(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20160701IPR34480/MEPs-back-plans-to-pool-policing-of-EU-external-borders
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124743.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/top-stories/20150831TST91035/Migration-a-common-challenge
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/fact-sheets/docs/a_european_border_and_coast_guard_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/556934/IPOL_STU%282016%29556934_EN.pdf


Artis Pabriks during the Facebook Live session

Pace picks up for new European border agency
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=1efba5fb-32f9-46e1-a31b-a63600e55615
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Schengen: maintaining free movement in Europe
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=70b77a90-8647-4ce4-b6f5-a60100ff9a9e

https://www.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Feuropeanparliament%2Fvideos%2
F10157314669295107%2F&show_text=0&width=400
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