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Identifying endocrine disruptors: Parliament
blocks plans exempting some pesticides
 

MEPS veto Commission proposal for criteria to identify disruptors 
oppose exempting substances that are designed to have an endocrine disrupting
effect 
European Commission will have to come up with a new proposal without delay
 

 
 
Parliament blocked an EU Commission proposal which would have exempted some
chemicals in pesticides from being identified as endocrine disruptors, on Wednesday.
 
MEPs say that the Commission exceeded its mandate by proposing to exempt substances
which are actually designed to attack an organism’s endocrine system, e.g. in pests, from the
identification criteria.
 
Next steps
 
The objection, proposed by MEPs Jytte Guteland and Bas Eickhout, was approved by  389
votes to 235, with 70 abstentions, producing the absolute majority needed to block the proposal.
The European Commission will therefore have to draft a new version of the text, taking into
account Parliament’s input.
 
Quick Facts
 
EU legislation requires that pesticides or biocide substances have no endocrine-disrupting
effects on other species than the ones targeted. To apply  this legislation, the EU needs a list of
scientific criteria for identifying endocrine disruptors.
 
The Commission proposal related to the scientific criteria for identifying endocrine-disrupting
properties of chemical substances. The identification of these scientific criteria is a first step
towards measures reducing their presence and protecting citizens’ health.
 
The European Court of Justice ruled in December 2015 that the EU Commission had breached
EU law by failing to publish criteria for determining endocrine disrupters due at the end of 2013.
MEPs have repeatedly urged the EU to clamp down on the substances.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/fr/124991/JYTTE_GUTELAND_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/fr/96725/BAS_EICKHOUT_home.html


A UNEP/WHO report called endocrine disruptors a “global threat”, referring inter alia to the
upward trends in many endocrine-related disorders in humans and wildlife populations. There is
evidence of adverse reproductive effects (infertility, cancers, malformations) which could also
affect thyroid function, brain function, obesity, metabolism, insulin and glucose homeostasis, it
says.
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Further information
Video - extracts from the debate and the vote
EP Research: Agreement on criteria for endocrine disruptors

Political groups
News pages of the EPP group
Press release by the S&D group
News pages of the ECR group
News pages of the ALDE group
Press release by the GUE/NGL group
News pages of the Greens/EFA group
News pages of the EFDD group
News pages of the ENF group
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http://www.who.int/ceh/publications/endocrine/en/
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?ref=I144693
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/608635/EPRS_ATA(2017)608635_EN.pdf
http://bit.ly/1WuQLqB
http://bit.ly/2yYKv23
http://bit.ly/1Y0YFrj
http://bit.ly/2vTOYRI
http://bit.ly/2kr8SSU
http://bit.ly/2m6JiBA
http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
http://bit.ly/2cxzxcR
https://twitter.com/EP_Environment


Some pesticides contain endocrine disruptors despite the fact that they are considered "a global threat" by a recent UN report©AP
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