
 

"This is for all Venezuelans": democratic opposition
of Venezuela receives Sakharov Prize
 
Representatives of the democratic opposition of Venezuela have today received
Parliament´s Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought during a ceremony in Strasbourg.
 
"The Prize is for all Venezuelans in the world,” said Parliament President Antonio Tajani while
awarding the prize. The President noted that the human rights situation in Venezuela was
deteriorating and called for a “return to free elections with the participation of all so that the
Venezuelan people can decide their future”.
 
 
 
“Last weekend, President Maduro decided in an arbitrary and anti-democratic way to prohibit
the main opposition parties from running for the presidential elections. This situation cannot
continue like this," Tajani said. "We want the country to return to democracy, to dignity, and
freedom,” he stressed.
 
 
 
Accepting the award, Julio Borges, chair of Venezuela's national assembly, said: "[The
Sakharov Prize] is an acknowledgment for mothers denying themselves food to save their
children, for children rummaging in the rubbish to satiate their hunger, for old people wasting
away to death because of a lack of medicines. A young person who has now emigrated out of
despair to seek opportunities elsewhere is another recipient of this prize as is a teacher
overcoming ideological blindness and sticking to the task of training free men and women for
Venezuela. Or again, those who are fighting for human rights in Venezuela, Venezuelan
journalists who take risks throughout their lives in trying to show the true facts that people are
trying to keep silent.", said Mr Julio Borges, President of the Venezuela´s National Assembly.
 
 
 
Later on Borges called for humanitarian help, saying: "Hunger has been made into a political
system in Venezuela: 75% of Venezuelans have lost 10 kilos weight over the last 12 months.”
He also urged the EU and the world to follow the presidential elections attentively.
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Antonio Ledezma, mayor of Caracas, said in his speech: "Unlike those who currently hold
power irregularly in Venezuela, who rule over rifles or bayonets trampling the constitution and
laws of the republic, we want peace," said Ledezma, who now lives in Europe. "Here we do not
come to seek revenge, but justice." He added:  "This award gives us more energy to continue
fighting for the values and principles of democracy."
 
The award ceremony was attended by Julio Borges, chair of the National Assembly; Antonio
Ledezma, mayor of Caracas; as well as family members ot representatives of political prisoners:
Antonieta and Leopoldo López (parents of Leopoldo López), Patricia Gutiérrez (wife of Daniel
Ceballos), Yamile Saleh (mother of Lorent Saleh), José Ignacio Guédez (lawyer of Alfredo
Ramos) and Alejandra González (sister of Andrea González).
 
 
 
Parliament President Antonio Tajani also welcomed 2017 Sakharov Prize finalist Aura Lolita
Chavez Ixcaquic and Betlehem Isaak, the daughter of Sakharov Prize finalist Dawit Isaak who
has been imprison since 2001, and called on Eritrean authorities to release him immediately.
 
Background
 
 
 
On 26 October, Parliament President Antonio Tajani announced that the 2017 Sakharov Prize
for Freedom of Thought would be awarded to Venezuela’s democratic opposition. This followed
a decision by the President and Parliament’s political group leaders. The democratic opposition
includes the country's national assembly (represented by Julio Borges) and all political prisoners
as listed by Foro Penal Venezolano (represented by Leopoldo López, Antonio Ledezma, Daniel
Ceballos, Yon Goicoechea, Lorent Saleh, Alfredo Ramos and Andrea González).
 
 
 
Venezuela is currently facing a serious political and economic crisis. Spiralling inflation has left
millions of Venezuelans struggling to buy food or medicine, while since the beginning of the year
more than 120 people have died in street demonstrations primarily against the government of
Nicolas Maduro. The opposition-led national assembly has been stripped of its powers, and
according to Foro Penal Venezolano there are currently 300 political prisoners in the country.
 
Sakharov Prize turns 30
 
 
 
 
The Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought is named in honour Andrei Sakharov, the Soviet
physicist and political dissident. The European Parliament has been awarding it  to individuals
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20171009STO85654/sakharov-prize-2017-meet-the-finalists
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/20171023TST86605/20171023STO86606/parliament-awards-sakharov-prize-2017-to-democratic-opposition-in-venezuela
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/608791/EPRS_BRI%282017%29608791_EN.pdf
https://foropenal.com/presos-politicos/


and organisations defending human rights and fundamental freedoms since 1988. Laureates
include Nelson Mandela, Malala Yousafzai and Nadia Murad and Lamiya Aji Bashar.
 
 
 
To mark the 30th anniversary of the prize, the Parliament, together with Magnum Photos,
followed the daily life of four human rights activists from Tunisia, Cambodia, Ethiopia and
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The photo exhibition They Defend our Freedoms - 30 years of the
Sakharov Prize was inaugurated in the Parliament on Tuesday 12 December and will be shown
throughout the EU in 2018. The exhibition is currently being shown in Strasbourg at Lieu
d’Europe and the train station until 12 February 2018.
 
 
 
Watch the recording of the ceremony on our website or take part in the debate on social media
using the hashtag #SakharovPrize.
 
Award ceremony
Press conference at 13.00 CET
Facebook live with representatives of the Democratic Opposition of Venezuela on Wednesday
13 December at 16.00 CET
Photos of the ceremony

Sakharov Prize
Sakharov Prize website
Articles on this year's award
Audiovisual materials

Venezuela
Briefing
Parliament urges Venezuela to restore democratic order and free all political prisoners (27 April
2017)
Venezuela: MEPs call for EU sanctions (14 September 2017)
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20161024STO48414/nadia-murad-and-lamiya-aji-bashar-winners-of-2016-sakharov-prize
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/video?event=20171213-1230-SPECIAL-UNKN
https://www.facebook.com/europeanparliament/
https://www.facebook.com/europeanparliament/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/european_parliament/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/20171023TST86605
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/sakharov-prize-2017
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/608791/EPRS_BRI%282017%29608791_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170424IPR72038/ep-urges-venezuela-to-restore-democratic-order-and-free-all-political-prisoners
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170424IPR72038/ep-urges-venezuela-to-restore-democratic-order-and-free-all-political-prisoners
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170911IPR83509/venezuela-meps-call-for-eu-sanctions


The award ceremony in the Parliament

https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/world/venezuela-s-democratic-opposition-is-awarded-sakharov-prize-2017
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https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/world/sakharov-prize-2017-venezuela-s-opposition-in-a-crisis-struck-country
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