
 

Priorities for Europe: a connected digital single
market
 
New technologies and a connected digital world create opportunities for both businesses
and consumers. Having a fully integrated digital single market in the EU could help to
boost its gross domestic product by €415 billion every year, however obstacles such as
geo-blocking and outdated copyright rules still need to be overcome. Watch our video to
find what the EU is doing to make the digital single market possible.
 
The digital single market is a prioritiy for both the European Commission and the European
Parliament. MEPs are working on several proposals aiming to boost e-commerce and consumer
protection, modernise copyright rules and update audiovisual rules. In January the Commission
proposed new rules to protect people's privacy for all electronic communication and outlined
steps to make the free movement of data within the EU possible.
 
One of the main hurdles consumers are confronted with is geo-blocking. This is  the practice by
some companies to unnecessarily stop consumers from using their on-line service in another
country, often without justification, and to redirect traffic to a local store with different prices and
products than those in other countries. “By refusing to provide certain services to a consumer or
by making him pay more for a good because the person is living in another EU country, we
create barriers that are completely artificial, unjustified and discriminatory,“ explains Julie Frére,
of the Belgian consumer organisation Test Achats, in our video. 
 
The European Parliament wants to see an end to unjustified geo-blocking and views last year's
Commission proposals on e-commerce and geo-blocking as “a step in the right direction" .
Watch our video to find out more about geo-blocking and how it creates barriers.
 
 
Another important step towards a digital single market is the creation of an accessible, high-
speed and reliable infrastructure. In December 2016 Parliament and Council negotiators struck
a deal to make the 700 MHz frequency available for wireless broadband services by 2020 in EU
countries.  The  Commission  has  identified  the  frequency  as  key  for  providing  broadband
services  in  rural  areas  and  for  making  the  shift  to  the  next  generation  internet,  5G.    
 
Get updates on the digital single market by reguarly checking our top story.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160523STO28475/breaking-down-barriers-giving-consumers-equal-access-to-online-products
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160523STO28475/breaking-down-barriers-giving-consumers-equal-access-to-online-products
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2016/0280%28OLP%29
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1464618463840&uri=COM:2016:287:FIN
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-16_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0152%28COD%29&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160524IPR28816/new-digital-single-market-proposals-are-a-step-in-the-right-direction-meps-say
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20161214IPR56029/5g-internet-by-2020-parliamentcouncil-deal
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0027%28COD%29&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/top-stories/20150625TST70823/digital-single-market


Find out more
Press release on joint declaration on the EU's priorities (13 December 2016)
European Commission website on the joint declaration
Top story: articles on the digital single market
Back to all six priorities

https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/world/common-goals-digital-single-market
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https://ec.europa.eu/priorities/announcements/union-delivers-swifter-and-better-results-three-institutions-sign-joint-declaration_en
https://ec.europa.eu/priorities/publications/joint-declaration-eus-legislative-priorities-2017_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/top-stories/20150625TST70823/digital-single-market
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/external/html/eu-priorities-2017/index_en.html

