
 

Israel-Palestine: MEPs express their concerns
about peace process
 
The Israeli-Palestinian peace process is at a critical juncture and the EU and its member
states should recognise Palestinian statehood, according to members of Parliament’s
Palestine delegation. Led by delegation chair Neoklis Sylikiotis, the five members visited
Jerusalem and the West Bank on 20-24 February. In addition MEPs discussed the Israeli
government’s recent decision to retroactively legalise settlements illegally built on
Palestinian land during a plenary debate on 14 February,
 
While in Jerusalem and the West Bank on 20-24 February, the cross-party delegation of MEPs
met Palestinian Authority officials, communities at risk of forced displacement and civil society
organisations battling Israel’s settlement expansion. This June marks half a century of Israeli
occupation of the West Bank.
 
Speaking in Jerusalem on 23 February, delegation chair Neoklis Sylikiotis, a Cypriot member of
the GUE/NGL group, described Israel’s recent decision to build 3,000 new settler homes in the
West Bank and to retroactively legalise thousands of illegal settlements as “a new violation of
the rights of Palestinians to self-determination”.
 
Settlements and demolitions
 
 
 
Members visited the Ofer military court, Aida refugee camp in Bethlehem and the Khan al-
Ahmar Bedouin community which is set to be demolished by Israeli authorities. In 2016 alone, 
6,088 Palestinians were affected by demolitions in parts of the West Bank under Israeli civil and
security control.
 
In meetings with Palestinian Authority officials, MEPs urged the implementation of the new
Palestinian unity deal reached in January, which was an agreement between Fatah which
currently administers (parts of) the West Bank and Hamas which controls Gaza to form a unity
government. However, the five MEPs were denied access to Gaza by Israeli authorities.
 
Two-state solution “further away than ever” 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20170222IPR63615/ep-delegation-denied-access-to-gaza-in-its-tenth-year-of-blockade
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/21143/local-statement-israeli-demolitions-palestinian-structures-area-c_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20170222IPR63615/ep-delegation-denied-access-to-gaza-in-its-tenth-year-of-blockade


During a plenary debate on 14 February, members also discussed recent developments in the
Middle East peace process, including the retroactive legalisation of Israeli settlements.
Speaking on behalf of Malta’s presidency of the EU Council, Minister Ian Borg reiterated the
EU’s commitment to a two-state solution, namely Israel and Palestine existing side by side as
separate states.
 
Belgian ALDE member Hilde Vautmans also condemned the Israeli law retroactively legalising
settlements and described the two-state solution as “further away than ever”.
 
Victor Boştinaru, a Romanian member of the S&D group, urged MEPs not to give up on the
peace process: “The two-state solution and the mutual recognition of the 1967 borders, with
mutually agreed land swaps and Jerusalem as the capital of both states, remains the only hope
for peace.”
 
Cristian Dan Preda, a Romanian EPP member and vice-chair of the human rights
subcommittee, encouraged MEPs to not only focus on the issue of settlements: “It is a very
complex, multifaceted situation with other issues such as security, borders, Jerusalem, refugees
and so on. By concentrating on one single aspect of the conflict, we are alienating Israel, an
important partner and the only democracy in the region."
 
Dutch ECR member Bas Belder, vice-chair of Parliament’s Israel delegation, accused the EU of
being responsible for the “lingering impasse” in the region and described it as a “major mistake”
to “look at the future of the Palestinian state taking as binding a border which was based on a
temporary ceasefire”.
 
French Greens/EFA Pascal Durand reminded MEPs that the EU does not recognise Israel’s
sovereignty over the Golan Heights, the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, and also criticised that EU labelling guidelines for products imported from illegal
Israeli settlements are not being fully implemented. 
 
Find out more
Press release: Recognise Palestine to preserve the two-state solution, says European
Parliament Delegation (23 February 2017)
Video of plenary debate (14 February 2017)
Full recap of plenary debate (14 February 2017)
Israel and Palestine: hopes for a lasting peace in the region
Parliament’s delegation for relations with Israel
Parliament’s delegation for relations with Palestine
The EU and the Middle East Peace Process
Parliament resolution on Palestine statehood (17 December 2014)
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?debate=1487090582710
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170223IPR63815/recognise-palestine-to-preserve-the-two-state-solution-says-ep-delegation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170223IPR63815/recognise-palestine-to-preserve-the-two-state-solution-says-ep-delegation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?debate=1487090582710
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+CRE+20170214+ITEM-014+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/top-stories/20160617TST32661/israel-and-palestine
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/d-il/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/dplc/home.html
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/337/middle-east-peace-process_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2014-0103+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN


Israeli settlement of Ma'ale Adumim in the West Bank ©AP Images/European Union-EP
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Palestinian Bedouin camp with Israeli settlement of Ma'ale Adumim in the background
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