
 

Future of Europe: reforming the EU
 

MEPs have taken the lead in rethinking how the EU should adapt to meet today’s
challenges such as migration, the economy and security.
 
The EU has launched the Conference on the future of Europe initiative to see how the EU
should evolve to best meet new challenges. However, in previous years the European
Parliament and the Commission were already involved in initiatives to explore different ideas.
 
Conference on the future of Europe
 
The Conference on the future of Europe is a new initiative looking at what legal changes are
needed to better prepare the EU for the future. It is expected to run for two years, involving a
cross-section of society to give people the chance to contribute.
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Citizens have to be at the core of discussions on how to reform the EU, MEPs said in a
resolution adopted on 15 January, setting out their vision for the Conference on the Future of
Europe.
 
However, due to the Covid-19 outbreak the process has been delayed. In a resolution adopted
on 18 June, Parliament urged the Council to soon come up with a position on the format and
organisation of the conference. MEPs feel the conference should start as soon as possible.
They reiterated their call for people to be at the heart of this process.
 
 
Parliament was the first of the three main EU institutions to adopt a position on the set-up and
scope of the upcoming Conference.
 
What the European Parliament has proposed
 
Over the last few years Parliament has been reflecting on the changes that are needed to
prepare the EU for the future. As part of one initiative EU heads of state and government were
invited to the Parliament to discuss their plans for the EU’s future with MEPs.
 
In addition MEPs adopted three reports in February 2017 setting out how they believe the EU
needs to be reformed in order to boost its capacity to act, restore people’s trust and make the
economy more resilient.
 
The report by Mercedes Bresso (S&D, Italy) and Elmar Brok (EPP, Germany) looked at what
improvements are already possible using the existing system.
 

The report by Guy Verhofstadt (ALDE, Belgium) considered what treaty changes might be
needed for additional reforms.
 

Elmar Brok
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/eu-affairs/the-future-of-europe-making-the-most-of-the-treaty-of-lisbon-elmar-
brok
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69906/citizens-to-be-the-cornerstone-of-the-conference-on-the-future-of-europe
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69906/citizens-to-be-the-cornerstone-of-the-conference-on-the-future-of-europe
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69906/citizens-to-be-the-cornerstone-of-the-conference-on-the-future-of-europe
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200615IPR81226/conference-on-future-of-europe-should-start-as-soon-as-possible-in-autumn-2020
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200615IPR81226/conference-on-future-of-europe-should-start-as-soon-as-possible-in-autumn-2020
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/eu-affairs/the-future-of-europe-making-the-most-of-the-treaty-of-lisbon-elmar-brok
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/eu-affairs/the-future-of-europe-making-the-most-of-the-treaty-of-lisbon-elmar-brok


The report by Reimer Böge (EPP, Germany) and Pervenche Berès (S&D, France) set out how
to bring the economies of countries that have adopted the euro closer together and make them
more resilient.
 

European Commission reflection papers
 
In 2017 the European Commission published a white paper on the future of the EU.
 
In addition the Commission published five reflection papers in 2017 as a starting point for a
debate on the future of European integration. Each paper is dedicated to a specific theme:
Europe’s social dimension, globalisation, the economic and monetary union, defence and
finances. The papers contain ideas and scenarios for what Europe could be like in 2025, but no
specific proposals. These reflection papers were discussed by MEPs during plenary sessions.
 

Guy Verhofstadt
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/eu-affairs/the-future-of-europe-europe-is-undergoing-an-existential-crisis-guy-
verhofstadt

Reimer Böge/Pervenche Berès
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/eu-affairs/the-future-of-europe-the-eurozone-needs-to-muscle-up-pervenche-
beres-reimer-boege
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https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/eu-affairs/the-future-of-europe-europe-is-undergoing-an-existential-crisis-guy-verhofstadt
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/eu-affairs/the-future-of-europe-europe-is-undergoing-an-existential-crisis-guy-verhofstadt
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/eu-affairs/the-future-of-europe-the-eurozone-needs-to-muscle-up-pervenche-beres-reimer-boege
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/eu-affairs/the-future-of-europe-the-eurozone-needs-to-muscle-up-pervenche-beres-reimer-boege
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-385_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/20170616TST77649/20170616STO77648/social-europe-what-parliament-is-doing-on-social-policies
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20170505STO73507/globalisation-how-the-european-parliament-is-making-it-work
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/economy/20170529STO76263/growth-what-parliament-is-doing-to-boost-the-economy
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/security/20170602STO76617/eu-defence-how-parliament-wants-to-boost-cooperation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20170623STO78225/finances-how-the-eu-puts-its-budget-to-good-use


Find out more
Parliament sets out its vision for the future of Europe (16 February 2017)
Briefing: mapping the future of the EU debate (June 2017)
Study on the advantages of action at EU level (April 2015)
Multimedia materials
Briefing: preparing the conference on the future of Europe

Making the most of the Lisbon Treaty
Report
Mercedes Bresso
Elmar Brok

Reform of the treaties
Report
Guy Verhofstadt

Reinforcing the euro zone
Report
Pervenche Berès
Reimer Böge
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170210IPR61812/parliament-sets-out-its-vision-for-the-future-of-europe
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/607261/EPRS_ATA%282017%29607261_EN.pdf
https://epthinktank.eu/2015/04/16/mapping-the-cost-of-non-europe-2014-19-third-edition-april-2015/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/future-of-europe_14502_pk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/644202/EPRS_BRI(2019)644202_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2017-0049+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28346/MERCEDES_BRESSO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1263/ELMAR_BROK_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2017-0048+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97058/GUY_VERHOFSTADT_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2017-0050+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1985/PERVENCHE_BERES_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1037/REIMER_BOGE_home.html

