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EU countries could achieve more on defence by pooling resources and coordinating
their planning. Billions of euros are wasted  due to duplication, overcapacity and barriers
to procurement.
 

Check out the infographic for details
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Defence cooperation is becoming more important because of increasing security challenges in
Europe and the US pushing its European partners to invest more in defence. MEPs adopted a
report with suggestions on how to boost cooperation.
 
Spending more 
 
 
 
 
Defence budgets dropped sharply after the start of the economic crisis, but this has started to
change. Fourteen EU countries have increased defence spending as a share of their gross
domestic product since 2014.
 
The UK, France and Germany account for 60% of all money spent on defence in the EU.
However, the US is by far the world's largest spender on defence. Its budget is more than
double of that of all EU countries combined.
 
MEPs have called on EU countried to devote 2% to defence, but at the moment only Greece,
Estonia and the UK do.
 
 
Pooling resources
 
 
 
European countries traditionally favour domestic manufacturers and arms suppliers, which
explains why the defence market in Europe is as fragmented as our infographic shows. Soldiers
in the EU use 154 different weapon systems, while there 17 different systems of battle tanks
, compared to just one in the US.
 
In addition European countries pay more than they need to because if they bought together they
would benefit from economy of scale. According to recent estimates, EU countries could save
up to 30% if procurement was pooled and this money could in turn be invested in research and
development, where Europeans are also lagging.
 
MEPs believe the European Commission could faciltate defence cooperation through the
European Defence Agency.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/security/20190612STO54310/eu-army-myth-what-is-europe-really-doing-to-boost-defence
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/SMS_1_European_Defence.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2016-0435+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/SMS_1_European_Defence.pdf
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/SMS_1_European_Defence.pdf
http://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-sector/our-insights/enlisting-productivity-to-reinforce-european-defense
https://www.securityconference.de/en/discussion/munich-security-report/munich-security-report-2017/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20161117IPR51547/defence-meps-push-for-more-eu-cooperation-to-better-protect-europe


 Other ways to boost security
 
 
 
 
There is more to security than just defence spending.  The EU also focuses on development
cooperation to stabilise Europe’s wider neighbourhood, measures to prevent and deal with
migration as well as support for a rules-based international order. The Parliament underlined
their importance in its position on the EU Global Strategy

Click on the image for a larger version
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2016-0069&language=EN


Wide-spread support for more cooperation
 
 
 
 
According to a survey carried out last year, 66% Europeans would like the EU to do more on
defence.
 
Report
Report on constitutional, legal and institutional implications of a common security and defence
policy: possibilities offered by the Lisbon Treaty
Michael Gahler (co-author report)
Esteban González Pons (co-author report)

Research and background
Eurobarometer survey on EU priorities (2016)
Briefing on European defence
Graphics on defence spending levels and arms exports
Munich Security report 2017

Press releases
Press release: MEPs urge member states to show political will and join forces (16 March 2017)
MEPs push for more defence cooperation to better protect Europe (23 November 2016)
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdf/eurobarometre/2016/attentes/eb85_1_synthesis_perceptions_wishes_terrorism_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdf/eurobarometre/2016/attentes/eb85_1_synthesis_perceptions_wishes_terrorism_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&mode=XML&reference=A8-2017-0042&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&mode=XML&reference=A8-2017-0042&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2341/MICHAEL_GAHLER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125027/ESTEBAN_GONZALEZ+PONS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdf/eurobarometre/2016/attentes/eb85_1_synthesis_perceptions_wishes_terrorism_en.pdf
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/Brief_1_PESCO.pdf
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/SMS_1_European_Defence.pdf
https://www.securityconference.de/en/discussion/munich-security-report/munich-security-report-2017/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/cs/press-room/20170308IPR65683/defence-meps-urge-member-states-to-show-political-will-and-join-forces
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20161117IPR51547/defence-meps-push-for-more-eu-cooperation-to-better-protect-europe

