
 

Parliament approves Ukraine visa waiver
 
Ukrainian citizens will be exempted from EU short-stay visa requirements, after
Parliament endorsed an informal deal with the Council on Thursday.
 
Under the new law, Ukrainians who hold a biometric passport will  be able to enter the EU
without a visa for 90 days in any 180-day period, for tourism, to visit relatives or friends, or for
business purposes, but not to work. The exemption applies to all EU countries, except Ireland
and the UK, plus Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.
 
“Ukraine has achieved all the benchmarks, so the visa requirement should be lifted”, noted
rapporteur for  the proposal  Mariya Gabriel  (EPP, BG),  adding that  the visa waiver will  be
“another very strong message that Ukraine is a key partner for the European Union in the
Eastern Partnership”.
 
The legislation, approved by 521 votes to 75 with 36 abstentions, still needs to be formally
adopted by the Council of Ministers. It is likely to enter into force in June, 20 days after it is
published in the EU Official Journal.
 
Before exempting Ukrainians from visa requirements, the EU strengthened the visa waiver
suspension mechanism, to allow visas to be reintroduced more easily in exceptional cases.
 
 
 
 
 
Procedure:  Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading agreement
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96848/MARIYA_GABRIEL_home.html
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2017.061.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2017:061:TOC
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2017.061.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2017:061:TOC
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/
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Further information
Steps of the procedure
Adopted text 2016/0125(COD) will soon be available here (06.04.2017)
Video recording of debate (click on 05.04.22017)
EbS+ (05.04.2017)
Lists of third countries whose nationals must be in possession of a visa when crossing the
external borders and of those whose nationals are exempt from that requirement (European
Commission)
Visa liberalisation for Ukraine [Plenary Podcast] (March 2017)
Audiovisual material for professionals

Political groups
Press release by the EPP group
News pages of the S&D group
News pages of the ECR group
News pages of the ALDE group
News pages of the GUE/NGL group
News pages of the Greens/EFA group
News pages of the EFDD group
News pages of the ENF group
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0125(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm?sitelang=en&page=3&institution=0&date=04/05/2017
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/visa-policy/apply_for_a_visa/docs/visa_lists_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/visa-policy/apply_for_a_visa/docs/visa_lists_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/visa-policy/apply_for_a_visa/docs/visa_lists_en.pdf
https://epthinktank.eu/2017/03/30/visa-liberalisation-for-ukraine-plenary-podcast/
http://www.audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/eu-ukraine
http://bit.ly/2oCQqaN
http://bit.ly/1WWG6F4
http://bit.ly/1Y0YFrj
http://bit.ly/2ikk6qK
http://bit.ly/1UrAlM9
http://bit.ly/2m6JiBA
http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
http://bit.ly/2cxzxcR
https://twitter.com/EP_Justice

