
 

World Press Freedom Day: fake news and how to
spot it
 
World Press Freedom Day is marked every year on 3 May, but there is little reason to
celebrate as journalists continue to be repressed and persecuted all over the world. The
challenges facing the press are discussed by Parliament's human rights subcommittee
on Thursday morning, with a special focus on the growing threat of disinformation.
Check out our handy guide on how to spot fake news.
 
The internet has created new opportunities for the media, but it has also made it easier to
deliberately spread  fabricated news stories to fool readers. Parliament President Antonio Tajani
called attention to the issue in a statement: “When we consider press freedom, we also have to
look at the internet. It is a source of knowledge as much as it is a source of concern. Almost half
of all Europeans get their news from social media. This has made spreading fake news far too
easy. There are mounting concerns over disinformation and hate speech, used to promote
radicalisation and fundamentalism, particularly among young people.”
 
During the debate on 4 May, members of the human rights subcommittee are to discuss the
World Press Freedom index compiled by Reporters without Borders as well the European
Endowment for Democracy (EED) activities in the field of media freedom and how the EU is
reacting to disinformation and fake news.
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" “As a former journalist, I know that being able to
work  independently  is  essential.  Without  this
freedom  there  cannot  be  political  scrutiny,
transparency,  fight  again  corruption,  good
governance,  freedom  of  decision.”  "
President Antonio Tajani
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https://rsf.org/en/ranking


Find out more
Follow the discussion in Parliament live online on Thursday 4 May from 9 to 12.30 CET
Statement by Antonio Tajani on World Press Freedom Day
the World Press Freedom index
MEPs discuss best way to tackle hate speech and fake news
Fake news: how to counter misinformation
The EU's response to fake news
Briefing: how to spot fake news

https://vimeo.com/215673093
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20170504-0900-COMMITTEE-DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/press-room/statement-by-european-parliament-president-on-world-press-freedom-day
https://rsf.org/en/ranking
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170329IPR69072/hate-speech-and-fake-news-remove-content-impose-fines-foster-media-literacy
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20170331STO69330/fake-news-how-to-counter-misinformation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599384/EPRS_ATA%282017%29599384_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599386/EPRS_ATA%282017%29599386_EN.pdf

