
 

Blue Card: attracting highly-skilled foreign
workers to  EU
 
MEPs
 
are working on updating rules to make it easier to attract highly-skilled workers to the
EU. Find out more by watching our interview with Claude Moraes.
 
Europe has a rapidly increasing aging population so it has become more important to remain an
attractive destination for highly skilled workers. The criteria for people from outside the EU to
find work here are set out in the Blue Card directive. Parliament is currently considering a
proposal to revise the rules to make it easier and more attractive for highly qualified workers to
come to the EU. Claude Moraes, a UK member of the S&D group, is the MEP responsible for
steering the new plan through Parliament. Watch our interview with him to find out more.
 
 
Moraes said it was time to reform the directive:  “The Blue Card currently is not very well known
and it’s not very well publicised by member states. Some countries prefer to use their own
national system and then there are some countries that simply don’t take advantage of the
system."
 
In order to qualify for a Blue Card, people from outside the EU have to be educated or
professionally experience and have a work contract or a binding job offer. Under the new plans
the salary threshold would be lowered, shorter contracts would be allowed (at the moment the
minimum is a one-year contract) and the Blue Card scheme would be extended to highly skilled
beneficiaries of international protection.
 
Read our article on improving the European common asylum system.
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Find out more
Information for people wanting to work or study in the EU
Progress on the revision of the Blue Card directive
Fact sheet: revision of the Blue Card directive
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/20150831TST91035/20170627STO78418/improving-the-common-european-asylum-system
http://ec.europa.eu/immigration/who-does-what/what-does-the-eu-do/coming-to-the-eu_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-towards-a-new-policy-on-migration/file-revision-of-the-blue-card-directive
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-information/docs/20160607/factsheet_revision_eu_blue_card_en.pdf


Claude Moraes

The EU's Blue Card: filling the skills gap
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/economy/eu-blue-card-filling-the-skills-gap
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