
 
Migration in Europe
 

Migration represents challenges and opportunities for Europe. Learn how the EU deals
with refugee movements and asylum.
 
The unprecedented arrival of asylum seekers and irregular migrants in the EU, which peaked in
2015, required an EU response on a number of levels. Firstly, policies to handle regular and
irregular immigration, and secondly, common EU-wide rules on asylum. The migrant influx also
resulted in a need for additional measures and reforms to ensure border security as well as a
fairer sharing of responsibility and solidarity among EU countries.
 
The migration issue
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A woman and a man, along with other refugees from Ukraine, are seen in the ticket hall of the railway station in Przemysl, eastern Poland
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Europe is a migration destination for various reasons. The causes of migration are a mix of push
and pull factors and range from security, demography and human rights to poverty and climate
change.
 
 
 
In recent years, Europe has had to respond to the most severe migratory challenge since World
War II. In 2015, 1.25 million first-time asylum applicants were registered in the EU; by 2021, this
figure had dropped to 537,345 applicants. However, 73,850 first-time asylum seekers applied
for international protection in March 2022, up 115% compared with March 2021. An increase
mainly due to large numbers of Ukrainians fleeing Russian aggression. First-time Ukrainian
applicants rose from 2,370 in February to 12,875 in March, the most recent dates for which
figures are available.
 
 
 
The total number of illegal border-crossings into the EU in 2021 was just short of 200,000, the
highest number since 2017 and 78% higher than in the same period in 2020, the year the
Covid-19 pandemic struck. The number of detected crossings increased on all the irregular
migration routes from 2020 to 2021
 
 
While migration flows have subsided, the crisis has exposed shortcomings in the European
asylum system. Parliament has sought to combat this by proposing reforms to the EU asylum
rules in 2017 as well as strengthening EU border controls.
 
As the reform of the common asylum policy stalled, in September 2020, the Commission
proposed a new Pact on Migration and Asylum, which sets out faster procedures throughout the
EU’s asylum and migration system and provides new options how member states can show
solidarity. The new pact constitutes a revision of the Dublin regulation, which determines the
country responsible for processing each asylum claim.
 
The Parliament and member states (Council) will have to reach agreement on those new
proposals as co-legislators.
 
Read our articles about the migrant crisis in Europe and EU measures to manage migration
 
European immigration policy 
 
The immigration policy at European level deals both with legal and irregular immigration. 
Regarding regular immigration, the EU decides on conditions for legal entry and residence.
Member states keep the right to rule on admission volumes for people coming from non-EU
countries to seek work.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/refugees/20200624STO81906/exploring-migration-causes-why-people-migrate
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/tps00191/default/table?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/edn-20220620-1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/edn-20220620-1
https://frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news/news-release/situation-at-eu-s-external-borders-in-january-lower-pressure-on-eastern-border-gAuRpK
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/refugees/20170629STO78630/asylum-and-migration-in-the-eu-facts-and-figures
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-towards-a-new-policy-on-migration/file-jd-revision-of-the-dublin-regulation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-towards-a-new-policy-on-migration/file-jd-revision-of-the-dublin-regulation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-borders
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/new-pact-migration-and-asylum_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/refugees/20170629STO78631/europe-s-migration-crisis
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/refugees/20170629STO78629/the-eu-response-to-the-migrant-crisis


•
•

•
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The European Union tackles also irregular immigration, especially through a return policy that
respects fundamental rights. With regards to integration, there is no harmonisation of national
legislations. However, the EU can play a supporting role, especially financially.
 
 
The European Parliament is actively involved, in the adoption of new laws on irregular and
regular immigration. It is a full co-legislator together with the Council representing member
states on these matters since the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009.
 
 
For greater details please read the fact sheet on the EU's immigration policy.
 
European Asylum policy 
 
 
Since 1999, the EU has been working to create a Common European Asylum System (CEAS).
For the common system to work, it must have:
 

consistent rules for granting refugee status across all member states 
a mechanism for determining which member state is responsible for considering an
asylum application 
common standards on reception conditions 
partnerships and cooperation with non-EU countries
 

 
 
With the Lisbon Treaty the European Parliament decides on an equal footing with the Council of
the EU on asylum-related legislation.
 
 
 
Check out our fact sheet on the EU asylum policy for more information.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/152/immigration-policy
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/refugees/20170627STO78418/improving-the-common-european-asylum-system
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/151/asylum-policy

