
•
•
•

•
•

•

•

 

New fisheries rules: add a ban on electric pulse
fishing, say MEPs
 

EU-wide ban on the use of electric pulse fishing 
Simpler rules on fishing gear and minimum size of fish 
More regional flexibility for fishermen, but also limits on catches of vulnerable stocks,
especially of juvenile fish
 

New EU rules on how, where and when fish can be caught, were voted on Tuesday. MEPs
inserted an amendment to ban the use of pulsed electric current for fishing.
 
The new law - updating and combining more than 30 regulations - would provide for common
measures on fishing gear and methods, the minimum size of fish that may be caught and
stopping or restricting fishing in certain areas or during certain periods. It also allows for tailor-
made measures to be adapted to the regional needs of each sea basin.
 
An amendment calling for a total ban on the use of electric current for fishing (e.g. to drive fish
up out of the seabed and into the net) was passed by 402 votes to 232, with 40 abstentions. 
 
 EU-wide prohibitions
 
The EU rules, designed progressively to reduce juvenile catches, would, inter alia:
 

prohibit some fishing gear and methods, 
impose general restrictions on the use of towed gear and static nets (list fish and
shellfish species for which fishing is banned 
restrict catches of marine mammals, seabirds and marine reptiles, including special
provisions to protect sensitive habitats, and 
ban practices such as “high-grading” (discarding low-priced fish even though they
should legally be landed) in order to reduce discarding.
 

 
 
Regional measures 
 
Regional measures would cover inter alia minimum conservation reference sizes, and closed or
restricted areas. Member states and the Commission would have 18 months after the entry into
force of the regulation to adopt regional rules on mesh sizes.
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However, it would be possible to deviate from these regional rules, via a regional fisheries
multiannual plan or, in the absence of such a plan, via a decision by the EU Commission. 
Member states could submit joint recommendations to this end, and MEPs ask them to “base
their recommendations on the best available scientific advice”.
 
Quote
 
Rapporteur  Gabriel  Mato  (EPP,  ES),  said:  “The current  state  of  standards is  impractical,
complex and rigid, so there is a need to revise the technical measures. Everyone agreed we
needed simplification. We shouldn’t reinvent the rules, but rather make them clearer and more
practical  to  implement  for  fishermen  and  others,  with  regionalisation  and  results-based
programming which is helpful for the fishermen, and national and local authorities being able to
take decisions in line with the broad framework.”
 
Next steps
 
Parliament authorised Fisheries Committee MEPs to start talks with the Council on the final
wording of the legislation.
 
 
 
Quick facts
 
The current technical measures regime includes more than 30 regulations. According to the
Commission these are “numerous and overly complex, making compliance and control more
difficult” whilst it is “impossible to measure their impact on the achievement of the conservation
objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy”.
 
Further information
Adopted text will soon be available here (16.01.2018)
Recording of the debate (15.01.2018)
Procedure file
EP briefing on overhauling fisheries technical measures
Short EP briefing note on the “New framework for fisheries technical measures”
Video: Vote on the conservation of fishery resources and protection of marine ecosystems
through technical measures
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96936/GABRIEL_MATO_home.html
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/05/11/conservation-fisheries-technical-measures/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1513785094655&uri=CELEX:52016SC0056
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1513785094655&uri=CELEX:52016SC0056
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?debate=1516042227142&streamingLanguage=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0074(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI%282017%29599285
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614649/EPRS_ATA(2018)614649_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/conservation-of-fishery-resources-vote-mato-report_I149392-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/conservation-of-fishery-resources-vote-mato-report_I149392-V_v


Contacts 
 
 
Kristina-Antigoni ELEFTERIE
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 32798 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74651 (STR)
(+32) 498 98 32 83
@EP_Fisheries
fish-press@europarl.europa.eu

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

3 I 4

https://twitter.com/EP_Fisheries


MEPs adopted new fisheries rules-negotiations with the Council will now begin ©AP Images/European Union-EP
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