
 

Female genital mutilation: the scourge affecting
half a million women in the EU
 

Half a million women in the EU and as many as 200 million worldwide are living with the
consequences of female genital mutilation.
 
Female genital mutilation (FGM) is one of the most harmful violations of women´s human rights.
It consists of the partial or complete removal of the external female genitalia. Most often it is
carried out  on girls aged between five and eight, usually in poor hygienic conditions. There are
no medical benefits and it can provoke severe physical and psychological consequences for a
lifetime. MEPs are reiterating their call to stop this practice worldwide on the occasion of the
International Day of Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation on 6 February.
 
 
 
FGM is still performed in some African, Asian and Middle Eastern countries, but young girls
from some immigrant families are not safe even in the EU, where FGM is considered a crime. In
fact some 500,000 women across Europe have been subjected to FGM while a further 180,000
women and girls are at risk of being subjected to this practice every year.
 
 
 
"Culture, custom, religion, tradition or so-called honour cannot be a justification for any acts of
violence against women," said Vilija Blinkevičiūtė, chair of Parliament's women's rights
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committee.
 
 
 
In 2013, the EU unveiled a new strategy to end the practice. On 7 February, MEPs adopted a
resolution calling for measures to raise awareness, preventative action in refugee camps, the
highest standards of protection for asylum seekers on grounds relating to female genital
mutilation, more flexible funding for grassroots organisations and better traning for people
fighting to end the practice. In addition MEPs urge EU countries to explicitly outlaw female
genital mutilation being carried out by doctors in hopsitals and to be more vigilant when it comes
to detecting, investigating and prosecuting cases of FGM.
 
 
 
Find out more by watching our video.
 
Find out what the Parliament does to fight gender inequality.
 
Find out more
Resolution
Oral question to the European Commission
Interview with Malin Björk: "Female genital mutilation is a way to control women’s bodies and
sexuality" (6 February 2017)
Strategy: towards the elimination of female genital mutilation

Article

EN Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Contact: webmaster@europarl.eu

2 I 2

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20190712STO56961/the-parliament-s-fight-for-gender-equality-in-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=B8-2018-0068&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=OQ&reference=O-2018-000003&format=XML&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20170203STO61016/bjork-female-genital-mutilation-way-to-control-women-s-bodies-and-sexuality
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20170203STO61016/bjork-female-genital-mutilation-way-to-control-women-s-bodies-and-sexuality
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2013:0833:FIN

