
 

European Parliament Press Kit
for the European Council of 17 and 18 October 2018
 
This press kit has a selection of European Parliament press releases that show MEPs’
priorities and what they have been pushing for in relation to topics on the summit
agenda.
 
European Parliament President, Antonio Tajani, will represent the European Parliament
and hold the following meetings on 17 and 18 October:
 
Wednesday, 17 October
 
19:00 Participation in EU27 leaders’ meeting with UK Prime Minister, Theresa May
 
20:00 Press conference on Brexit (European Council press room)
 
Thursday, 18 October
 
09:00 Meeting with Irish Prime Minister, Leo Varadkar
 
09:30 Speech to assembled heads of state or government
 
10:15 Press conference on European Council topics (European Council press room).
 
All  documents in the press kit,  plus additional information, can be found on the European
Parliament’s website.
 
The latest EU public opinion survey,  conducted in September 2018, reveals a clear and
growing appreciation for EU membership, reaching a record high of 68%. Nearly all results
measuring support for the EU showed a significant upturn following the UK referendum in 2016,
suggesting growing concern across the continent about the impact that Brexit will have and a
growing awareness, due to the difficult negotiations, of the benefits of being a member of the
EU.
 
The European Parliament’s Brexit Steering Group issued a statement on Monday, stressing
that the Withdrawal Agreement must include a workable, legally operational and all-weather
backstop for the Ireland/Northern Ireland border, otherwise MEPs would not be in a position to
give their consent.
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On security issues and building a Security Union, Parliament secured agreements with EU
Ministers  on a series of  key pieces of  legislation to  strengthen the EU's  capacity  to  fight
terrorism and organised crime. In June, MEPs and Council agreed to strengthen the Schengen
Information System, including a new alert system on terrorist threats. In September, EU rules
to thwart money laundering and terrorist financing  were agreed, with updated EU-wide
sanctions and tools to help authorities to stop suspicious financial flows. In October, MEPs
reached  an  agreement  with  EU  Council  on  measures  to  speed  up  the  freezing  and
confiscation of criminal assets across the EU, stressing that currently only an estimated 1.1%
of criminal profits are confiscated in the EU.
 
MEPs again urge EU leaders to work out a solution to the current impasse on migration and
asylum. Parliament is ready to start talks to reform existing rules. It adopted its mandate on the
reform of the Dublin Regulation,  which is the centrepiece of  EU asylum policy,  already in
November 2017, but negotiations on the final form of the text could not start, since member
states have not agreed their position.
 
On EU relations with Asia, Parliament adopted in September a resolution focusing on relations
with China and urging EU states to unite against China’s bids to buy up control of strategic
infrastructure and insist that it  respect human rights. With regards to the upcoming Asia-
Europe meeting (ASEM), the EP hosted the 10thAsia-Europe parliamentary meeting in
September and adopted their input for the summit.
 
Contacts 
 
 
Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
EP Spokesperson and Director General for Communication

(+32) 2 28 43000 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74705 (STR)
(+32) 496 59 94 76
jaume.duch@europarl.europa.eu

Neil CORLETT
Head of the Press Unit

(+32) 2 28 42077 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74167 (STR)
(+32) 470 89 16 63
neil.corlett@europarl.europa.eu

Background

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

2 I 20



Delphine COLARD
Press Officer (Brexit)

(+32)2 28 43383 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 64123 (STR)
(+32) 498 98 44 85
@EPInstitutional
delphine.colard@europarl.europa.eu

Iina LIETZÉN
Press Officer (security)

(+32) 2 28 40731 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 73472 (STR)
(+32) 47 088 3910
@EP_Justice
iina.lietzen@europarl.europa.eu

Estefania NARRILLOS
Press Officer (migration)

(+32) 2 28 31324 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 73661 (STR)
(+32) 498 98 39 85
@EP_Justice
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Press Officer (external relations)
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@EP_ForeignAff
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Eurobarometer
 
This section presents the latest Eurobarometer survey.
 
Brexit effect: Public opinion survey shows that EU is more appreciated than ever
 
17-10-2018
 
The latest EU public opinion survey, conducted in September 2018, reveals a clear and
growing appreciation for EU membership, reaching a record high of 68%.
 
The latest Eurobarometer survey, measuring public attitudes to the EU across member states,
highlights that more people than ever consider their country’s membership of the European
Union to be a good thing (62%). This is the highest figure recorded in the last 25 years. 68% are
also of the view that their country has benefitted from EU membership - the highest figure since
1983.
 
Nearly all results measuring support for the EU showed a significant upturn following the UK
referendum in 2016, suggesting growing concern across the continent at the impact that Brexit
will have and a growing awareness, due to the difficult negotiations, of the benefits of being a
member of the EU. 66% of European respondents would vote for their country to remain a
member of the EU (a majority in all member states) and only 17% would contemplate leaving,
with 17% undecided.
 
The latest Eurobarometer figures also show a growing sense of satisfaction amongst Europeans
in the democratic functioning of the EU (49%), representing a three point increase since the
previous survey in April, whilst 48% feel that their voice counts in the EU, though this latter
sentiment appears to be on the decline in a number of countries.
 
The Parlemeter 2018 survey though is not all  good news. Despite significant and growing
support for the EU in general, half of respondents are not happy with the direction the EU is
heading in, with a similar result regarding their own country. Public opinion also seems quite
stable in terms of expectations about the role of the EU in the future, with 48% wanting the EU
to play a more important role, as opposed to 27% preferring less.
 
As regards the image of Parliament across the EU, one third (32%) hold a positive view, one
fifth (21%) a negative view and a relative majority (43%) remain neutral.
 
There is growing awareness of next year’s European elections, with 41% correctly identifying
the date in May 2019 - a nine point increase over a similar survey six months ago and seven
points more than in June 2013. However, 44% still could not say when the elections will be
taking place, compared to 46% in June 2013.
 
With 51% of citizens declaring to be interested in the elections, citizens’ campaign priorities
have evolved over the past six-month period. Immigration now tops the agenda (50%), followed
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by economy (47%) and youth unemployment (47%), whilst combatting terrorism moves down to
fourth place with 44%.
 
Commenting  on  the  results  of  the  survey,  President  Tajani  said:  “As  details  of  the  UK’s
withdrawal agreement are being finalised, these figures highlight growing appreciation of the
benefits of EU membership across the continent. Nevertheless, there is much work to be done.
Continued cooperation and solidarity at the EU level is essential in delivering answers to the
concerns of ordinary European citizens.”
 
Guy Verhofstadt, Parliament’s Brexit coordinator, added: "The fact that 51% of UK citizens
surveyed want to stay in the EU is a stark reminder of the deep divisions wrought by the Brexit
decision and the need for us to find a sustainable and close long-term future relationship in the
form of a broad and deep association agreement. While we must prepare for all eventualities, it
appears there is little appetite in the UK or elsewhere in the EU for a so-called hard Brexit, or a
costly, no-deal scenario and I hope that the outcome of the negotiations will ultimately reflect
this."
 
Background to the survey
 
The fieldwork of this survey was carried out between 8 and 26 September 2018 among 27 474
Europeans aged 16 or more, interviewed face-to-face by Kantar Public in all 28 Member States.
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Security
 
This section covers security issues, particularly key pieces of legislation to strengthen
the EU's capacity to fight terrorism and organised crime.
 
Security: better access to data for border control and migration management
 
16-10-2018
 

EU security and border control information databases to exchange information 
Easier access for border guards, migration and police officers and judicial authorities 
Safeguards for protection of fundamental rights and access to data
 

New measures to improve data exchange between EU information systems for border,
security and migration management were backed by the Civil Liberties Committee.
 
The measures, adopted by Civil Liberties MEPs on Monday, would facilitate the tasks of border
guards, migration officers, police officers and judicial authorities by providing them with more
systematic and faster access to various EU security and border-control information systems.
 
By enabling the exchange of data between the systems, they will become interoperable. The
main elements approved are:
 

European search portal allowing simultaneous searches, rather than searching
each system individually; 
Shared biometric matching service  for  cross-matching fingerprints and facial
images from several  systems; 
Common identity repository providing biographical information such as dates of
birth and passport numbers of non-EU citizens for more reliable identification; 
Multiple identity detector, detecting whether a person is registered under multiple
identities in different databases.
 

Furthermore, MEPs ensured that proper safeguards will be in place on protecting fundamental
rights and access to data.
 
The systems covered by the new rules  would  include the Schengen Information System,
Eurodac,  the Visa Information System (VIS)  and three new ones:  the European Criminal
Records System for Third Country Nationals (ECRIS-TCN), the Entry/Exit System (EES) and
the European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS).
 
Quotes
 
Rapporteur Jeroen Lenaers (EPP, NL) said: “The proposals significantly improve the way EU
information systems are used to enhance the security of European citizens, while at the same
time safeguarding fundamental rights such as privacy. We are not collecting more data, we are
simply using the existing data to its full potential."
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Rapporteur  Nuno  Melo  (EPP,  PT)  said:  “The  proposed  measures  will  address  current
weaknesses and shortcomings in information management. They will make it possible to clarify
that  the information provided is  correct  and complete.  This  is  essential  for  protecting our
external  borders and improving internal  security.”
 
Next steps
 
The draft report on interoperability between EU information systems focusing on borders and
visa was adopted by 45, to 10, with no abstentions.
 
The draft report on interoperability between EU information systems focusing on police and
judicial cooperation, asylum and migration was approved by 45, to 9, with no abstentions.
 
The committee also approved a mandate to start informal talks with the Council, which can start
as soon as Parliament as a whole gives its green light.
 
 
Security Union: political agreement on strengthened Schengen Information System
 
12-06-2018
 

New ‘alerts’ on terrorist threats and children at risk 
‘Return’ decisions on people illegally staying to be better enforced 
More automatic and efficient information-sharing between member states
 

New measures to step up the EU fight against terrorism, cross-border crime and irregular
migration got a first green light from EP and Council negotiators.
 
Parliament  and  Council  negotiators  adopted  three  regulations  to  update  the  Schengen
Information System (SIS): in the field of police cooperation and judicial cooperation in criminal
matters, in the field of border checks and for the return of illegally staying non-EU nationals.
 
Main points of the agreement:
 
Alerts
 

a member state is obliged to share the details of a terrorist act with all other member
states;
 
the obligation to create alerts on terrorism will be immediately applicable;
 
exchange of further information ( so-called “Supplementary information”) will  be
immediate when related to children and terrorism;
 
new preventive alerts on children at risk of gender-based violence, such as female
genital  mutilation,  forced marriages or  parental  abduction and alerts  on foreign
fighters and those who have been radicalised;
 
a new alert for so-called 'unknown wanted persons', to identify suspects of serious
crimes and terrorism.
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Data
 

increased use of biometrics, including on fingerprints, palm prints, facial images and
DNA with all national law-enforcement authorities;
 

Access to data
 

stronger rules on Data Protection, including more means and supervision of Data
Protection Authorities; 
Europol will have further access to SIS, including when terrorists are found; 
the European Border  and Coast  Guard will  have greater  access to  statistics  to
produce risk  analysis.
 

Information-sharing on the return of irregular migrants
 
To help enforce decisions by a member state on returning an illegally staying non-EU national to
his or her country of origin, negotiators also approved:
 

an obligation for member states to enter all return decisions issued into the SIS; 
a  new alert  system will  inform national  bodies  whether  the  period  for  ‘leaving
voluntarily’,  during  which  the  person  is  asked  to  leave  the  EU,  has  expired; 
a requirement for national authorities to inform the member state that launched the
alert that a non-EU national has left the EU.
 

Currently, there is no system in place to automatically provide information on return decisions,
which are now shared on a voluntary basis.
 
Quotes
 
Rapporteur Carlos Coelho (EPP, PT): “SIS is the spine of information exchange in Europe. The
improvements voted on by the Parliament and agreed today with Council prepare the System
for the future, improve security and ensure freedom of movement. SIS will remain the biggest,
most used, best-implemented database in the area of freedom, security and justice, while
delivering more security to our citizens now”.
 
Rapporteur  Jeroen  Lenaers  (EPP,  NL):  “Member  States  at  the  moment  don’t  exchange
information on whether a third country national has received a return decision or not. Due to this
lack of information exchange, a third country national with the obligation to return can easily
avoid this  obligation,  by going to  another  Member State.  Return policies should be more
efficient, otherwise it will be very difficult to maintain support for receiving those asylum seekers
that are in need of our help”.
 
Next steps
 
The agreed text now needs to be formally approved by the Civil Liberties Committee, Parliament
as a whole and the Council before entering into force.
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The Schengen Information System (SIS) is a centralised, large-scale information system that
supports border controls at the external Schengen borders and law enforcement and judicial
cooperation in 30 countries throughout Europe. The Schengen Information System was set up
in 1995 to contribute to maintaining internal  security  and fighting cross border  crime and
irregular  migration,  following the abolition of  internal  border  controls.
 
SIS II  was established in  2006 and became operational  in  2013.  In  December  2016,  the
European Commission proposed a legislative  package to  reform SIS II.
 
Procedure: Co-decision (Ordinary Legislative Procedure)
 
 
New EU rules to thwart money laundering and terrorist financing
 
12-09-2018
 

EU-wide definitions and minimum penalties for money laundering 
Information about cash movements below current €10,000 threshold 
Cash temporarily seized if criminal activity suspected
 

MEPs approved new measures to  combat  terrorist  financing,  by preventing money
laundering and tightening cash flow checks,  on Wednesday.
 
The two laws will make it harder for terrorists and criminals to finance their activities, by closing
the loopholes in the current money laundering rules and by making it easier for the authorities to
detect and stop suspicious financial flows.
 
The new rules to prevent money laundering introduce:
 

EU-wide definitions of money laundering-related crimes,
 
EU-wide minimum penalties, such as a minimum of four years of imprisonment for
money laundering maximum sentences, and
 
new additional sanctions, such as barring those convicted of money laundering from
running for public office, holding a position of public servant and excluding them from
access to public funding.
 

The new rules on the criminalisation of money laundering were approved by 634 votes to 46,
and 24 abstentions.
 
The new rules on cash flows:
 

extend the definition of cash to include gold and anonymous prepaid electronic cash
cards, 
enable authorities to register information about cash movements below the current
€10,000 threshold and to temporarily seize cash if they suspect criminal activity, and
 
require disclosure of unaccompanied cash sent by cargo or post.
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The new rules on cash flows were approved by 625 votes to 39, and 34 abstentions.
 
Quotes
 
Rapporteur  Ignazio  Corrao  (EFDD,  IT)  said:  “The new rules  on  criminalisation  of  money
laundering hit criminals where it hurts them most: money. The rules prevent criminals from
financing their activities - legal or illegal - with the proceeds of illicit actions. Money laundering is
a dangerous crime and its harmful consequences are often underestimated. This directive adds
a new important tool to fight against this crime. "
 
Rapporteur Juan Fernando López Aguilar (S&D, ES) said: "To properly fight economic fraud,
money laundering and terrorism financing, the EU must reinforce its controls over cash entering
or leaving its territory. We have incorporated the best practices at international level to new
rules and solved some deficiencies and shortcomings of the current legal framework.”
 
Rapporteur Mady Delvaux (S&D, LU) said:  “Cash is difficult  to trace and easy to transfer,
therefore criminals frequently use it. With this regulation, we are strengthening the tools to
combat  money  laundering  and  terrorist  financing  through  better  and  faster  exchange  of
information between authorities, as well as by adopting a more complete definition of cash.”
 
Next steps
 
The new measures have already been agreed upon by the Parliament and Council negotiators,
but still require the formal approval of the Council.
 
Member states will have 24 months from the date of entry into force of the criminalisation of
money laundering directive to bring the new rules into force. The rules on cash controls will
apply 30 months from the date into force of the regulation.
 
 
Quicker freezing and confiscation of criminal assets to fight organised crime
 
04-10-2018
 

Tighter deadlines for cross-border freezing and confiscation of assets 
Compensating victims will take priority 
Currently only 1.1 % of estimated criminal profits in the EU end up being confiscated
 

MEPs adopted on Thursday new rules to speed up the freezing and confiscation of
criminal  assets across the EU.
 
The new rules, already informally agreed between Parliament’s negotiators and EU ministers in
June, will make it quicker and simpler for EU member states to ask each other to freeze criminal
assets or confiscate criminal property.
 
Depriving criminals of their assets is an important tool for fighting organised crime and terrorism.
However, according to a 2016 Europol study, currently only an estimated 1.1% of criminal
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profits are confiscated in the EU.
 
The new measures include:
 

introduction of deadlines: an EU country that receives a confiscation order from
another EU country will have 45 days to execute the order; cross-border freezing
orders have to be executed with the same speed and priority  as national  ones.
Authorities will have four days to freeze the assets if the freezing request is urgent,
 
standardised documents: standard certificates and forms will be used to ensure
that EU countries act faster and communicate more efficiently,
 
wider scope: where requested, EU countries will be able to confiscate assets from
other people connected to the criminal and they can also act in cases where there is
no conviction (e.g. if the suspect has fled), and
 
victims’  rights:  victims  will  be  the  first  in  line  to  receive  compensation  when
confiscated  assets  are  distributed.
 

Quote
 
Rapporteur Nathalie Griesbeck (ALDE, FR) said: “This tool for mutual recognition of freezing
and confiscation orders strengthens European justice. It is fairer for the victims and reinforces
our fight against the financing of terrorism. Parliament will be watching closely to ensure that the
new rules are implemented fast and effectively.”
 
Next steps
 
The regulation was approved by 531 votes to 51, 26 abstentions.
 
The new rules still require the formal approval of the Council. They will apply 24 months after
their entry into force.
 
These rules form part of a package of measures to strengthen the EU's capacity to fight the
financing of terrorism and organised crime. Parliament already approved tighter rules against
money laundering and cash flows in September.
 

Background

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

11 I 20

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28208/mep_home.html


Contacts 
 
 
Iina LIETZÉN
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 40731 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 73472 (STR)
(+32) 47 088 3910
@EP_Justice
iina.lietzen@europarl.europa.eu

Background

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

12 I 20

https://twitter.com/EP_Justice


•

•

•

Migration
 
This section covers migration policy, particularly Parliament’s mandate to overhaul the
Dublin system.
 
EP ready to start talks with EU governments on overhaul of Dublin system
 
16-11-2017
 

Country  of  entry  no  longer  automatically  responsible  for  processing  asylum
applications 
All EU countries should accept their fair share of responsibility for hosting asylum
seekers 
Those that refuse could lose EU funds
 

The European Parliament is now ready to start talks on revamping the Dublin system to
ensure that asylum seekers are fairly shared among EU member states.
 
A broad majority of MEPs endorsed the mandate, drawn up by the Civil Liberties Committee, in
a vote on Thursday (390 to 175, with 44 abstentions). Parliament can now begin talks with the
Council as soon as EU member states have agreed their own negotiating position.
 
The proposed changes to the Dublin rules aim to remedy weaknesses in the current system and
ensure that all EU countries accept their fair share of responsibility for hosting asylum seekers
in the EU. Under the reform, the country in which an asylum seeker first arrives would no longer
be automatically responsible for processing his or her asylum application. Instead, asylum
seekers should be shared among all EU countries, by being swiftly and automatically relocated
to another EU country.
 
EU member states that do not accept their fair share of asylum seekers should face the risk of
having their access to EU funds reduced.
 
Read more about Parliament’s position in this background note.
 
Quote 
 
Parliament’s lead MEP Cecilia Wikström (ALDE, SE) said: ”With the Parliament ready to start
negotiations, I urge the Council of Ministers to take a common position as soon as possible, so
that trialogue negotiations can begin and a well-functioning, truly new European asylum system
can be put into place as soon as possible.”
 
Quick facts 
 
The  Dublin  system  is  the  EU  law  that  determines  which  EU  country  is  responsible  for
processing an application for international protection. The right to apply for asylum is laid down
in the Geneva Convention, which all  EU member states have signed and which has been
incorporated in the EU Treaties.
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The decision by the Civil Liberties Committee to open talks with the Council was announced at
the opening of the session in Strasbourg on Monday. Since more than 76 members objected to
the decision by midnight on Tuesday, a vote on the mandate had to be added to the agenda.
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External relations
 
This section covers EU-China relations and the Asia-Europe meeting (ASEM).
 
Chinese investment in EU infrastructure: MEPs urge EU countries to act together
 
12-09-2018
 

China is a strategic partner for the EU, but is not without flaws 
EU-China relations should be based on respect for human rights, rule of law and fair
competition 
Monitor China’s attempts to take control of banking and energy sectors
 

EU  states  must  unite  against  China’s  bids  to  buy  up  control  of  their  strategic
infrastructure  and  insist  that  it  respect  human  rights,  said  MEPs  on  Wednesday.
 
The resolution on the EU-China relations stresses that China is a strategic partner for the EU
and that there is huge potential for further cooperation, but not without challenges. MEPs call on
EU member states to step up their unity on China’s policies and take advantage of the EU’s
much greater collective bargaining power in order to counteract China’s influence.
 
Human rights and rule of law
 
Human rights, the rule of law and fair competition should be at the core of EU’s engagement
with China, MEPs say. They condemn the harassment, arrest and prosecution of human rights
defenders, lawyers, journalists and other civil society members in China. China’s intensified
attempts to deny or restrict the access of foreign journalists to large parts of the country or
artificial requests to renew visas are very worrying, they add.
 
Chinese investments
 
The resolution highlights China’s attempts to invest in European strategic infrastructure via its
“Belt and Road initiative”, which hampers free trade and places Chinese firms at an advantage.
MEPs recall that such investments are part of China’s strategy to take control of the banking
and energy sectors, as well as other supply chains. They therefore call on China to improve
transparency and adhere to environmental and social standards. MEPs also urge EU member
states and accession countries to share data with EU institutions on Chinese infrastructure
investments.
 
Chinese crackdown on internet freedom
 
MEPs note that eight out of world’s 25 most popular websites are blocked by China, including
the websites of major IT firms. They condemn China’s ongoing crackdown on internet freedom
and massive cyberspace surveillance and urge it  to introduce a regulation on enforceable
privacy rights.
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The resolution on the state of EU-China relations was passed by 530 votes to 53, with 55
abstentions.
 
Quote
 
EP rapporteur Bas Belder (ECR, NL) said: “The critical principle for solid relations between the
EU and China is reciprocity, preferably in all areas from market access to freedom of the press.
Reciprocity fosters mutual trust and establishes a solid foundation for strategic partnership
between EU and China.”
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
In preparation for the upcoming Asia-Europe meeting (ASEM), the EP hosted the 10th Asia-
Europe parliamentary meeting on 27-28 September. MEPs and MPs from EU member states,
18 Asian countries and Russia, Australia, New Zealand, Norway and Switzerland debated the
environmental challenges that Asia and Europe are facing: sustainable development and the
circular economy, urban areas management, cooperating on water resources, waste treatment
and plastic reduction, food security and clean technologies. They adopted their input for the
ASEM summit here.
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Brexit
 
This section includes a statement on the ongoing talks on the withdrawal of the UK.
 
Brexit: EP Steering Group insists on need for Ireland/Northern Ireland backstop
 
16-10-2018
 
Statement of the EP Brexit Steering Group
 
European Parliament Brexit Steering Group chaired by Guy Verhofstadt issued the following
statement this Monday 15 October:
 
“We have followed very closely the developments of the last 24 hours.
 
It  is our very strong view that the Withdrawal Agreement must include a workable, legally
operational and all-weather backstop for the Ireland/Northern Ireland border fully in line with the
Joint Report of last December and the Prime Minister May’s letter to President Tusk of 19 March
2018.
 
Without such a backstop, the European Parliament would not be in a position to give its consent
to the Withdrawal Agreement.
 
We reiterate our full support for the Chief Negotiator and his negotiating strategy.”
 
Composition of the Brexit Steering Group:
 

Guy Verhofstadt, Brexit coordinator and Chair  
Elmar Brok  
Roberto Gualtieri  
Philippe Lamberts  
Gabriele Zimmer  
Danuta Hübner 
 

Link
 
BREXIT: all statements from the BSG
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About Parliament
 
This section gives you information on the make-up of the European Parliament and seat
allocation.
 
The European Parliament is made up of 751 Members elected in the 28 Member States of the
European Union. Since 1979, MEPs have been elected by direct universal suffrage for a five-
year period.
 
Each country decides on the form its election will take and a secret ballot. EU elections are by
proportional representation.
 
Seats are allocated on the basis of population size of each Member State, but by "degressive
proportionality", i.e. the largest member states actually have fewer members than could be
expected on the basis of population size alone and the smallest member states have more.
Slightly more than one third of MEPs are women. MEPs are grouped by political affinity, not
nationality.
 
On top of making EU laws, Parliament scrutinizes the work of the EU Commission, approves EU
budgets (together with the Council), has veto rights over the EU's international agreements and
can suggest new laws to the Commission.
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Political groups in the European Parliament
 
This section sets out the Parliament’s composition, based on the number of MEPs per
political groups.
 
(situation on 17.10.2018)
 
European  Peop le ' s  Pa r t y  (Chr i s t i an
Democra ts )

219

Progressive  Al l iance  of  Social ists  and
Democrats  in  the  EP

188

European Conservatives and Reformists 73
Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe 68
European United Left - Nordic Green Left 52
The Greens/European Free Alliance 51
Europe  of  Freedom  and  Direct  Democracy
Group

42

Europe of Nations and Freedom 35
Non-attached Members 23
Total 751
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