
 

Estonian Prime Minister Ratas: Europe is a thought
that must become a feeling
 
Outlining his vision for the future of Europe, Prime Minister Jüri Ratas called for unity,
but not uniformity, stressing that Europe faces challenges which need common
solutions.
 
“By sharing our sovereignty and pooling our strength, we have been able to make a difference
in the world. Europe’s core strength is its diversity. Nothing represents this better than the fate
of small nations. Less diversity will result in less Europe,” said Prime Minister Ratas, in his
opening remarks.
 
“The key to our common future is our ability to move forward with a positive agenda. The best
way to predict the future is to create it,” he said.
 
“Europeans expect us to tackle transformational challenges that are too big for one member
state: defence, climate change and digital transformation, population growth and migration, for
which sufficient funding is needed in the EU budget.”
 
On migration, he stressed that short-term measures bring short-term solutions. “The key is to
work with third countries,” Ratas said.
 
It is important to increase the EU’s influence in the global economy and completing the single
market plays an important role in this, he said, and called for the adoption of proposals to
complete the digital single market.
 
“Security is something our citizens are most concerned about,” said Ratas. Europe’s security is
not only about military spending, but also about partnerships and its role in the neighbourhood.
NATO is  the bedrock of  security  in  Europe,  he said,  while  welcoming increased defence
cooperation among EU member  countries.
 
Finally, he stressed the need to fight populism and said the upcoming European elections are
the perfect opportunity to speak about benefits brought by the single market, single currency,
Erasmus and free movement of people.
 
MEPs praised Estonia for its achievements and its leadership in cybersecurity and digitalisation.
They stressed the importance of smaller member states in the EU, the need for a Europe that
has  a  stronger  security  and  defence  policy  and  that  is  more  capable  of  facing  Russian
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aggression, and is a fairer place - a place for many, rather than only a few.
 
While recognising the opportunities of the digital revolution, some MEPs also warned of its
possible impact on social inequalities and the environment. Some also expressed concern over
the direction the EU has taken and called for a renegotiation of the Treaties.
 
Please click on the link to view the respective plenary speeches:
 
EP President Antonio TAJANI, introduction
 
Jüri RATAS, Estonian Prime Minister
 
ANSIP Andrus, Commission Vice-President
 
Manfred WEBER (EPP, DE)
 
Udo BULLMANN (S&D, DE)
 
Peter LUNDGREN (ECR, SE)
 
Guy VERHOFSTADT (ALDE, BE)
 
Philippe LAMBERTS (Greens/EFA, BE)
 
Neoklis SYLIKIOTIS (GUE/NGL, CY)
 
Rolandas PAKSAS (EFDD, LT)
 
Marcel de GRAAFF (ENF, NL)
 
Video recording of the full debate
 
Further information
Biography of the Prime Minister of Estonia, Jüri Ratas

Debates on the Future of Europe in the European parliament

EP Multimedia Centre - free photos, video and audio material

The Future of Europe: Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on 10.10.2018

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

2 I 4

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-with-jri-ratas-estonian-prime-minister-on-the-future-of-europe-introductory-speech-by-antonio-tajani-ep-president_I161011-V_rv
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-with-jri-ratas-estonian-prime-minister-on-the-future-of-europe-one-round-of-political-group-speakers-_I161014_02-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-with-jri-ratas-estonian-prime-minister-on-the-future-of-europe-one-round-of-political-group-speakers-_I161014_03-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-with-jri-ratas-estonian-prime-minister-on-the-future-of-europe-one-round-of-political-group-speakers-_I161014_04-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-with-jri-ratas-estonian-prime-minister-on-the-future-of-europe-one-round-of-political-group-speakers-_I161014_05-V_rv
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