
 

Parliament celebrates 70th anniversary of human
rights declaration
 
The European Parliament will host a Human Rights Week from 19 to 23 November to
mark the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
 
Adopted on 10 December 1948, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights set down for the
first time the fundamental rights and freedoms inherent to all people.
 
To mark the 70th anniversary, the Parliament will organise a week of events, including a 
conference in Brussels on Tuesday 20 November. It will bring together representatives from
around the world to discuss issues, including the defence of human rights in a digital world, the
defence of minorities, and human rights monitoring.
 
Protecting rights within the EU
 
As part of Human Rights Week, parliamentary committees will organise hearings on the role of
governments, institutions and civil society in strengthening respect for fundamental rights,
including children’s rights, in the EU. On 19 November, the civil liberties committee will discuss
a new fundamental rights report on migrant rights, LGBT, the rights of people with a disability,
and the independence of the judiciary in the EU.
 
Defending rights outside the EU
 
The committees will also look at incorporating human rights into the EU’s development aid and
trade cooperation with non-EU countries.
 
In addition there will be films highlighting stories of human rights defenders around the world on
screens in Parliament throughout the week.
 
Highlighting its commitment to defending human rights around the world, the Parliament
announced in October that it would award the 2018 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought to
imprisoned Ukrainian film director Oleg Sentsov.
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Links
Webpage on the conference by the human rights subcommittee
Watch the conference live online
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/156581/HLC%20Programe%20121118.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/sakharov-2018
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20181018STO16585/sakharov-prize-2018-goes-to-oleg-sentsov
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/droi/overview.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/video?event=20181120-1445-SPECIAL


Eleanor Roosevelt holding the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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