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Size of Parliament to shrink after Brexit
 

MEP numbers to be cut from 751 to 705 after Brexit
 
46 of the 73 UK seats freed up by Brexit available for possible EU enlargement
 
27 UK seats to be shared out among 14 under-represented EU countries
 

The European Parliament should shrink from 751 to 705 MEPs when the UK leaves the
EU, whilst leaving room for possible new countries joining in the future.
 
Besides reducing Parliament’s size from 751 to 705 elected representatives, a proposed re-
distribution of seats, approved by the Parliament as a whole on Wednesday, would also place
46 of the 73 UK seats to be freed up by Brexit in a reserve.
 
Some or all of the 46 seats in the reserve could then be reallocated to new countries joining the
EU or preserved to keep the institution smaller.
 
 
 
New allocation of seats among 27 member states 
 
The remaining 27 British seats should be re-distributed among the 14 EU countries that are
slightly under-represented, to even out current inequalities in their representation in the House,
say MEPs.
 
Proposed allocation of seats (table)
 
They  also  stress  that  this  allocation  would  apply  only  if  the  UK  actually  leaves  the  EU.
Otherwise  the  current  arrangements  would  stay  in  place  until  further  notice.
 
Pan-European electoral lists
 
A proposal by the Constitutional Affairs Committee calling for a number of MEPs to be elected
from an EU-wide electoral constituency, was rejected by the full House.
 
The proposal for a European Council decision was approved on Wednesday by 431 votes to
182 with 61 abstentions.
 
Quotes
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Co-rapporteur Danuta Hübner (EPP, PL) said: “In times when democracy as a system is called
into question, it is our duty to re-ignite citizens’ passion for democracy. I hope we can take a
step in the right direction by approving a distribution of the European Parliament’s seats that is
fair, that follows objective principles, and that respects the EU’s Treaty.”
 
 
 
Co-rapporteur Pedro Silva Pereira (S&D, PT) said “This vote is an important step forward for
European democracy. The new allocation of seats means that we will reduce the overall number
of MEPs from 751 to 705 while ensuring no loss of seats for any member state. Currently under-
represented countries will get 27 of the 73 UK seats available after the UK leaves the EU. This
will make the European Parliament a fairer reflection of the citizens it represents”.
 
Next steps
 
Now that this legislative initiative has been approved by the full House, it will be put to the
European Council  (EU heads of state or government) for a unanimous decision, and then
returned to Parliament for a final yes/no vote. The composition of the European Parliament for
2019-2024 is one of the topics expected to be debated by EU leaders during the informal EU
summit later in February.
 
Background
 
According to Article 14(2) of the Treaty on European Union, the number of Members of the
European Parliament cannot exceed 750, plus the President. It also requires representation to
be “degressively proportional”, with a minimum threshold of 6 members per member state, and
states that no member state is to be allocated more than 96 seats.
 
In simplified terms, “degressive proportionality” should meet two requirements:
 

no smaller state shall receive more seats than a larger one, and 
the population/seats ratio shall increase as population increases, before rounding to
whole numbers.
 

Who's involved
Hübner Danuta Maria
Silva Pereira Pedro
Adopted text will be available here (07.02.2018)
Watch a video recording of the debate (07.02.2018)
Press release on committee vote (23.01.2018)
Procedure file
Composition of the European Parliament (At a glance, 31-01-2018)
In-depth analysis: the composition of the European Parliament
Free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96779/DANUTA+MARIA_HUBNER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124747/PEDRO_SILVA+PEREIRA_home.html
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex%3A12012M%2FTXT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96779/mep_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124747/mep_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/debates-video.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180123IPR92301/eu-elections-2019-meps-pave-way-for-pan-european-constituency-post-brexit
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/2054%28INL%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2018)614687
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2017/583117/IPOL_IDA%282017%29583117_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-elections-2019_4002_pk


Contacts 
 
 

Political groups
News pages of the EPP group
News pages of the S&D group
News pages of the ECR group
News pages of the ALDE group
News pages of the GUE/NGL group
News pages of the Greens/EFA group
News pages of the EFDD group
News pages of the ENF group

Viktor ALMQVIST
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 31834 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 72420 (STR)
(+32) 470 88 29 42
viktor.almqvist@europarl.europa.eu
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http://bit.ly/1WuQLqB
http://bit.ly/1WWG6F4
http://bit.ly/1Y0YFrj
http://bit.ly/2vTOYRI
http://bit.ly/1UrAlM9
http://bit.ly/2m6JiBA
http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
http://bit.ly/2cxzxcR


MEPs want to reduce size of Parliament after Brexit

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

4 I 4


