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EU cohesion funding must continue to go to all EU
regions after 2020, MEPs say
 

Cohesion policy coverage of all EU regions “a red line” for Parliament 
MEPs worry that  EU Commission may propose cutting  the cohesion policy budget 
Cohesion policy should not be present  as the sole solution to each and every crisis
 

All EU regions should go on getting enough EU and national money to co-fund their
regional development projects after 2020, MEPs say.
 
The EU cohesion policy budget must remain large enough after 2020 to fund EU investments in
regional development projects that are capable of meeting current and future challenges, say
MEPs in a non-legislative resolution passed by 506 votes to 71, with 45 abstentions.
 
 
 
They stress that concentrating cohesion policy on the EU’s least-developed regions “would
hinder progress in political priorities of the whole European Union”.
 
 
 
Concerns over upcoming post-2020 EU budget proposals
 
 
 
MEPs are “extremely concerned” that many EU regions would be excluded from the scope of
cohesion policy in the scenarios recently presented by the EU Commission for the EU’s long-
term budget, the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF). 
 
 
 
They call for an ambitious budget to match the challenges faced by the regions, and say that
cohesion policy must not be made an “adjustment variable”, stressing that cohesion policy
“coverage of all EU regions is a ‘red line’ for the European Parliament”.
 
 
 
Cohesion policy is not a solution to all crises
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Employment, social inclusion, fighting poverty, supporting innovation, digitalisation, support for
SMEs and start-ups, climate change, the circular economy and infrastructure should constitute
priority areas for future cohesion policy, says the text.  Cohesion policy can also help to meet
new challenges, such as security or the integration of refugees under international protection,
but “it cannot be the solution to all crises”, it adds.
 
 
 
Migrants in the Outermost regions
 
 
 
A specific post-2020 financing mechanism must be created under Article 349 TFEU to integrate
migrants in the outermost regions, which have to cope with greater migratory pressure owing to
their specific characteristics, and thus contribute to their sustainable development, says the text.
 
 
 
Quote
 
 
 
Rapporteur Marc Joulaud (EPP, FR) said: “Cohesion policy is vital for our countries because it
allows us to fund different projects, SMEs, vocational training as well as regional cooperation
and it makes Europe tangible at its grassroots.”
 
 
 
Background
 
 
 
Data on EU cohesion policy contributions to growth, jobs, transport, energy, the environment,
education and training in the 2014-2020 programming period, including help for 1.1 million
SMEs; are set out in the Seventh Cohesion Report, published by the European Commission in
 October 2017.
 
 
 
These contributions led directly to the creation of extra 420,000 new jobs, helped more than 7.4
million unemployed people to find jobs and over 8.9 million people to gain new qualifications.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124728/MARC_JOULAUD_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2017/0583/COM_COM(2017)0583_EN.pdf


The Commission will present its proposals in May for the next Multiannual Financial Framework
and the regulatory framework for the next European Structural and Investment Funds after
2020.
 
 
 
Current EU funding for regional and cohesion policy projects proposed by EU countries to
create growth and jobs and reduce economic gaps between EU regions amounts to €351.8
billion, or 32.5% of the EU budget for 2014-2020.
 
 
 

Contacts 
 
 

Further information

Adopted text will be available here (17.04.2018)
Watch a video recording of the debate (16.04.2018)
Procedure file on the 7th Cohesion report
EP Briefing note on the Challenges for EU cohesion policy: Issues in the forthcoming post-
2020 reform
EU Commission webpage on successful regional projects

Kristina-Antigoni ELEFTERIE
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 32798 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74651 (STR)
(+32) 498 98 32 83
@EP_Regional
region-press@europarl.europa.eu

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

3 I 3

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/debates-video.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/2279(INI)&l=en#tab-0
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fr/search.html?word=cohesion+report
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fr/search.html?word=cohesion+report
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/newsroom/news/2017/10/10-11-2017-regiostars-ten-years-of-success-stories
https://twitter.com/EP_Regional

