
 
Jihadist terrorism in the EU since 2015
 

Europe has experienced a series of terror attacks since 2015. Who are the terrorists?
Why and how do they act?
 
Jihadist terrorism is not new in the EU, but there has been a new wave of islamist attacks since
2015. What do jihadist terrorists want? Who are they? How do they attack?
 
What is jihadist terrorism? 
The goal of jihadist groups is to create an Islamic state governed only by Islamic law - Sharia.
They reject democracy and elected parliaments because in their opinion God is the sole
lawgiver.
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EN Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Contact: webmaster@europarl.eu

1 I 3



Europol defines Jihadism as “a violent ideology exploiting traditional Islamic concepts. Jihadists
legitimise the use of violence with a reference to the classical Islamic doctrine on jihad, a term
which literally means ‘striving’ or ‘exertion’, but in Islamic law is treated as religiously sanctioned
warfare".
 
The al-Qaeda network and the so-called Islamic state are major representatives of jihadist
groups. Jihadism is a sub-set of Salafism, a revivalist Sunni movement.
 
 
 
Learn about terrorist attacks, deaths and arrests in the EU in 2020 and 2019
 
 
How do jihadi terrorists attack? 
 
Since 2015, jihadist attacks have been committed by lone actors and groups. Lone wolves use
mainly knives, vans and guns. Their attacks are simpler and rather unstructured. Groups use
automatic rifles and explosives in complex and well-coordinated attacks.
 
In 2019, almost all completed or failed attacks were by lone actors, while most foiled plots
involved multiple suspects.
 
 
There has been a tendency for jihadist terrorists to favour attacks against people, rather than
buildings or institutional targets, in order to trigger an emotional response from the public.
 
Terrorists do not discriminate between Muslim and non-Muslim and attacks have aimed for the
maximum of casualties, such as in London, Paris, Nice, Stockholm, Manchester, Barcelona and
Cambrils.
 

The EU’s fight against terrorism

Fight against terrorism
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/security_B01-ESN-180326_ev
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https://www.europol.europa.eu/activities-services/main-reports/european-union-terrorism-situation-and-trend-report-te-sat-2020
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/terrorism/20210628STO07262/terrorism-in-the-eu-terror-attacks-deaths-and-arrests-in-2020
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/terrorism/20180703STO07125/terrorism-in-the-eu-terror-attacks-deaths-and-arrests-in-2019
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/security_B01-ESN-180326_ev


Action has been taken at the national and European level to increase the level and
effectiveness of cooperation between member states.
 
EU measures to prevent new attacks are wide-ranging and thorough. They span from cutting
the financing of terrorism, tackling organised crime, and strengthening border controls to
addressing radicalisation and improving police and judicial cooperation on tracing suspects and
pursuing perpetrators.
 
For example, MEPs adopted new rules to make the use of guns and the creation of home-made
bombs more difficult for terrorists.
 
Europol, the EU’s police agency, has been given additional powers. It can set up specialised
units more easily, such as the European Counter Terrorism Centre created in January 2016. It
can also exchange information with private companies in some cases and ask social media to
remove pages runs by IS.
 
In July 2017, the European Parliament created a special committee on terrorism to evaluate
how to better fight terrorism at EU level. MEPs produced a report with concrete measures they
want the European Commission to include in new legislation.
 
Find more explanations on EU counter terrorism measures.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/terrorism/20181122STO19808/terrorism-meps-propose-new-measure-to-tackle-the-threat
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/terrorism/20180316STO99922/how-to-stop-terrorism-eu-measures-explained-infographic

