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Infographic: how climate change is affecting
Europe

Climate change is already having wide-ranging consequences for human health, the
environment and economies across Europe. Check out our map to learn more.
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THE IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON EUROPE

 Arctic
C ) Temperature increases much more than the
* global average
Lessice covers the Arctic sea
Less ice covers Greenland
Fewer permafost areas
Higher risk of biodiversity loss

) Some new opportunities for exploiting
natural resources and transporting by sea

) Risks to the livelihoods of local people

Mediterranean region

More heat extremes.

Less rain and river flows
Higherrisk of droughts
Higherrisk of biodiversity loss
Higher risk of forest fires

More competition for water
More water needed for agriculture
Lower crop yields

Livestock production becomes more
difficult

Producing energy becomes more difficult
More energy needed for cooling

Less tourism in summer, but possibly more
in other seasons

Most economicsectors negatively affected
Very vulnerable to the spillover effects of
climate change outside Europe

More people die because of heat waves
More areas where people can catch diseases
from insect bites

More heavy rain

Higher river flow

Higherrisk of flooding

Higher risk of damage due to storms in winter
More bad weather

@ Less energy needed for heating

Source: European Environment Agency

More heavy rain

Less snow and ice

More rain and river flows

Forests grow faster and more risk of forest
pests

Winter storms become more damaging

@ Higher crop yields
Less energy needed for heating
More opportunities to use hydropower
More summer tourism

Jl _sorealregion o Moutainaress

Temperature increases more than the
European average
Fewer and smaller glaciers

Plants and animals will move to a higher
altitude

High risk of species extinction

Higher risk of forest pests

Higher risk of rock falls and landslides
Hydropower could be affected

@ Less ski tourism

@ More weather extremes
~ Lessrainin summer

Higherrisk of river floods

Higher risk of forest fires

@ Forests become less valuable
More energy needed for cooling

Coastal regions and seas

Higher sea surface temperatures

Ocean becomes more acidic

Marine species migrate north

(Changes in phytoplankton communities
More marine dead zones

[§ \/‘ Risks and some opportunities for fisheries

Higher risk of water-borne diseases
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Check out the facts in our infographic

The impact of climate change is already being felt on ecosystems, economic sectors and
people's health and well-being in Europe.

All regions are affected, but not in the same way. The effects have been mostly negative,
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although in some cases there were also some benefits, such as a lower demand for heating and
better conditions for agriculture in northern Europe.

Check out our map at the top of this article to find out how your region could be affected.
About our infographic

The map shows how climate change could affect the different regions in Europe. The data
comes from a report by the European Environment Agency.

To find out more about the causes of climate change in Europe, check out our explanations of

the different greenhouses gases and our infographic on the EU's greenhouse gas emissions by
country and sector.

Discover more facts and figures on climate change and emissions in Europe
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