
 

Finnish Prime Minister calls for a more united EU of
concrete actions
 
Finnish Prime Minister Juha Sipilä debated the future of Europe with MEPs and
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker on Thursday.
 
In his speech to MEPs, Finnish Prime Minister Sipilä expressed his support for the “kind of EU
that proves its credibility through concrete action”. He highlighted that the way to win back
people’s trust and fight populism is “by making decisions and by implementing them, at home
and here in Brussels.”
 
Mr Sipilä also spoke about recent setbacks in Europe on the rule of law, freedom of press and
women’s rights. He emphasised that the EU’s common values should unite the member states.
“We must find ways to bridge Europe’s internal divisions”, he said, while underlining that the rule
of law could not be compromised.
 
Agenda highlights during the Finnish EU Presidency
 
Ahead of Finland’s Presidency of the EU Council starting in July, Prime Minister Sipilä shared
Finland’s views on topics that will be on the agenda during the presidency.
 
The multiannual financial framework (MFF)
 
Prime Minister Sipilä noted that the EU should focus on areas where it is best placed to deliver,
like on migration, security, single market, innovation, digitalization and climate.
 
Migration
 
On migration policy, he stressed the need for a comprehensive approach. The root causes of
migration need to be addressed more effectively, and the EU should work hard to make the
return policy more effective.
 
Security and defence cooperation
 
Mr Sipilä welcomed the EU’s progress in security and defence cooperation. ”The establishment
of the European Defence Fund and the permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) are steps
in the right direction. We should now concentrate on implementation and reaching results”, he
said.
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Single Market
 
Regarding the EU’s single market, he expressed his hope that the new Commission would take
a more holistic approach in which the Single Market, digitalisation, industrial policy and external
competitiveness are better interlinked.
 
Trade
 
Prime Minister Sipilä noted that trade policy is crucial for the EU’s competitiveness and new
jobs. He also pointed out that it is very harmful if major trade players continue to build trade
walls. “We must do everything to prevent or tear down such walls”, he said.
 
Climate action
 
Finally, the Finnish Prime Minister asserted that the EU should take the lead on climate action.
“We have to do more and faster. We must reduce emissions, increase the carbon sinks and
adopt new technologies”, Mr Sipilä concluded.
 
You can watch the plenary debate and the press point via EP Live and EbS+.
 
Speakers’ interventions are available by clicking on the links below.
 
Introduction by Antonio TAJANI, EP President
 
Juha SIPILÄ, Finnish Prime Minister
 
Jean-Claude JUNCKER, President of the EC
 
Manfred WEBER (EPP, DE)
 
Jeppe KOFOD (S&D, DK)
 
Pirkko RUOHONEN-LERNER (ECR, FI)
 
Guy VERHOFSTADT (ALDE, BE)
 
Ska KELLER (Greens/EFA, DE)
 
Neoklis SYLIKIOTIS (GUE/NGL, CY)
 
Rosa D'AMATO (EFDD, IT)
 
Mario BORGHEZIO (ENF, IT)
 
Answers by Juha SIPILÄ, Finnish Prime Minister
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?date=31-01-2019
https://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm?sitelang=en&page=3&institution=&date=01/31/2019
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-on-the-future-of-europe-with-juha-sipil-finnish-prime-minister-ambiance-shots-of-the-arrivals-and-introduction-by-antonio-tajani-ep-president-_I166907-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-on-the-future-of-europe-with-juha-sipil-finnish-prime-minister-opening-statement-by-juha-sipil_I166908-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-on-the-future-of-europe-with-juha-sipil-finnish-prime-minister-opening-statement-by-jean-claude-juncker-president-of-the-ec_I166909-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-on-the-future-of-europe-with-juha-sipil-finnish-prime-minister-one-round-of-political-group-speakers_I166910_01-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-on-the-future-of-europe-with-juha-sipil-finnish-prime-minister-one-round-of-political-group-speakers_I166910_02-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-on-the-future-of-europe-with-juha-sipil-finnish-prime-minister-one-round-of-political-group-speakers_I166910_03-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-on-the-future-of-europe-with-juha-sipil-finnish-prime-minister-one-round-of-political-group-speakers_I166910_04-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-on-the-future-of-europe-with-juha-sipil-finnish-prime-minister-one-round-of-political-group-speakers_I166910_05-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-on-the-future-of-europe-with-juha-sipil-finnish-prime-minister-one-round-of-political-group-speakers_I166910_06-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-on-the-future-of-europe-with-juha-sipil-finnish-prime-minister-one-round-of-political-group-speakers_I166910_07-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-on-the-future-of-europe-with-juha-sipil-finnish-prime-minister-one-round-of-political-group-speakers_I166910_08-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/debate-on-the-future-of-europe-answers-by-juha-sipil-finnish-prime-minister-_I166911-V_rv
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https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/article/-/asset_publisher/10616/paaministeri-juha-sipilan-puhe-euroopan-parlamentille
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/633159/EPRS_BRI(2019)633159_EN.pdf
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