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Hearing of Commissioner-designate Elisa Ferreira

Elisa Ferreira -Portugal -Cohesion and Reforms

The Regional Development Committee questioned Elisa Ferreira, candidate for the
Cohesion and Reforms portfolio.

Political groups’ coordinators from the committee will meet within 24 hours to assess the
performance of Portuguese Commissioner-designate Ferreira.

No region will be left behind

During her introductory speech, Ms Ferreira mentioned that cohesion policy must be at the top
of the EU agenda, and pledged for more coherence between EU policies. She said that
structural reforms and cohesion must strengthen each other. She underlined her willingness to
build a tailored cohesion policy for all regions, from outermost to mountainous and coal regions.
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Her motto will be “no region will be left behind”. She added that cohesion policy spending should
be strongly linked to the European green deal and digital objectives. She also engaged in
building a special and strong partnership with the Regional Development Committee throughout
her mandate.

MEPs put forward several questions on how she plans to defend a strong budget for cohesion in
the next MFF, reduce territorial disparities and simplify and accelerate the implementation of
cohesion policy. Several questions also referred to the role of cohesion policy in tackling climate
change in order to achieve a zero carbon economy, and to the proposed “Just Transition Fund”
meant to support regions most affected by the transition to a green economy. Members also
questioned the Commissioner-designate on the macro-economic and rule of law conditionality.

You can watch the video recording of the full hearing here.

Press point

At the end of the hearing, Committee Chair Younous Omarjee (GUE/NGL, FR), together with
Commissioner-designate Elisa Ferreira, held a press point outside the meeting room: watch it
here.

Next steps

Based on the committees’ recommendations, the Conference of Presidents will decide on 17
October if Parliament has received sufficient information to declare the hearing process closed.
If so, the plenary will vote on whether or not to elect the Commission as a whole on 23 October,
in Strasbourg.

Background

The hearing was chaired by Younous Omarjee. Members from the associated Committees
(Budget and Economic & Monetary Affairs) also participated in the hearing.

Further information

Hearing of Elisa Ferreira, Commissioner-designate, Cohesion and Reforms
Dedicated website for the 2019 hearings

2019 hearings website: Elisa Ferreira

EP Research Service briefing: Elisa Ferreira

Timetable of all the hearings

Rules on the approval of the Commission

Committee on Regional Development
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20191002-1830-SPECIAL-HEARING-2Q2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/video?event=20191002-2130-SPECIAL-PRESSER-2Q2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/video?event=20191002-2130-SPECIAL-PRESSER-2Q2
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/hearing-of-elisa-ferreira-commissioner-designate-cohesion-and-reforms_13207_pk
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190926IPR62229/hearing-of-commissioner-designate-mariya-gabriel
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/hearings2019/commission-hearings-2019/20190910STO60731/elisa-ferreira-portugal
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642195
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/hearings2019/commission-hearings-2019/20190912STO60948/schedule-commissioner-candidate-hearings-in-parliament
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2019-07-02-ANN-07_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/regi/home.html
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