
 

MEPs call for sanctions against Turkey over military
operation in Syria
 

MEPs strongly condemned the unilateral Turkish military intervention in northeast Syria,
urging Turkey to withdraw all of its forces from Syrian territory.
 
In a resolution, adopted on Thursday by show of hands, MEPs warn that Turkey’s intervention in
northeast Syria is a grave violation of international law, undermining the stability and security of
the region as a whole.
 
UN-led security zone in northern Syria
 
Since Turkey launched its military invasion, alongside a high number of civilian and military
casualties, at least 300 000 citizens have been displaced, underline MEPs, quoting UN sources.
MEPs advocate that a UN-led security zone should be established in northern Syria.
 
They firmly reject Turkish plans to establish “a so-called safe zone” along the border in north-
east Syria and expressed concern that the US-Turkish agreement on a temporary ceasefire
might legitimise the Turkish occupation of this “safe zone”.
 
Risk of ISIS resurgence
 
Parliament  expressed  its  solidarity  with  the  Kurdish  people,  underlining  the  important
contribution of Kurdish-led forces, particularly that of women, in fighting Daesh. MEPs are
extremely concerned over reports that hundreds of ISIS prisoners are escaping from camps in
northern Syria amid the Turkish offensive, which increases the risk of a resurgence of the
terrorist group.
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• At least 300 000 displaced as a result of the Turkish offensive

•  Fear that ISIS might regroup

• Turkish president using refugees to blackmail the EU is unacceptable

•  Call for UN-led security zone in northern Syria
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Blackmailing by the Turkish president
 
MEPs find it  unacceptable that Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan has weaponised
refugees and “used them to blackmail  the EU”.
 
They call on the Council to introduce a set of targeted sanctions and visa bans on Turkish
officials responsible for human rights abuses, as well as to consider adopting targeted economic
measures  against  Turkey.  MEPs also  propose  that  suspending  trade  preferences  in  the
agricultural products agreement should be considered and as a last resort, the suspension of
the EU-Turkey Customs Union.
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Further information
Adopted text (24.10.2019)

Video recording of the debate (23.10.2019)
Debate: MEPs call for measures against Turkey following military operation in Syria

Procedure file

North East Syria: Council adopts conclusions

EP Multimedia centre: Package EU-Turkey
EP Research Service: The return of foreign fighters to EU soil
Committee on Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee on Security and Defence
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/debates-video.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/world/20191018STO64606
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/world/20191018STO64606
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2886(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2886(RSP)
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/10/14/council-conclusions-on-north-east-syria/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/10/14/council-conclusions-on-north-east-syria/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-turkey_13241_pk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/621811/EPRS_STU(2018)621811_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/sede/home.html
https://twitter.com/EP_ForeignAff
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