
 

Parliament marks 30th anniversary of the fall of
the Berlin Wall
 

Parliament commemorated the fall of the Berlin Wall during a ceremony in Brussels on
13 November.
 
Parliament President David Sassoli and Bundestag President Wolfgang Schäuble paid tribute to
the German citizens who gained independence when the wall fell in 1989, but warned of the
danger of losing the hard-won values of freedom and democracy and called for EU unity and
cooperation.
 
The wall that had divided East and West Berlin since 1961 helped reunite Europe when it fell on
9 November 1989, ushering in a new era for millions of Europeans. Sassoli warned that the
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principles on which European democracy are based are not irreversible. He said it must be
defended from external pressures as well as internal threats, such as the revival of
antisemitism, xenophobia, racism and nationalism.
 
“We must fight against these threats with determination and unity if we are to respect what
happened that night in Berlin when that Wall came down,” he said. “I believe that this is a battle
that we can only win if we stick together.”
 
Bundestag President Schäuble called the fall of the Berlin Wall and the removal of the Iron
Curtain “unprecedented in history”.
 
“We need to remain aware of what is possible when people work together for something," he
said. "Particularly in a parliament that serves political purposes but which must always fight for
the common good and the wellbeing of all."
 

Ceremony for the 30th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall at the European Parliament in Brussels.

Find out more
Watch a video of the ceremony
Audiovisual materials
A Berlin Wall love story: when the fall of the wall set love free
At a glance: European Parliament and the path to German reunification
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/plenary-session_20191113-0900-PLENARY_vd
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/the-fall-of-berlin-wall_13236_pk?_package_detail_portlet_PackageDetailPortlet_selectedDate=13%2F11%2F2019
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yp7TRCTpTOE
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642279/EPRS_ATA(2019)642279_EN.pdf

