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Ilham Tohti to receive the 2019 Sakharov Prize 
Uyghur scholar and human rights activist Ilham Tohti will be awarded the 2019
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought in a ceremony on Wednesday at 12.00.
 
 
Parliament to elect next European Ombudsman 
Parliament will elect the European Ombudsman by secret ballot on Tuesday for a five-
year mandate. Five candidates are running for the post.
 
 
EU summit: Parliament to debate conclusions 
On Wednesday morning, MEPs will take stock of the results of the 12-13 December
summit in a debate with European Council President Michel and Commission
President von der Leyen.
 
 
Lisbon Treaty and the Charter of Fundamental Rights: 10 years of
key EU reforms 
Early on Wednesday, MEPs will celebrate the reforms that enhanced democracy and
strengthened Parliament, while expanding European citizens’ rights.
 
 
Rule of law in Malta and the assassination of Daphne Caruana
Galizia 
MEPs will discuss the investigation into Daphne Caruana Galizia’s murder and the
political turmoil in Malta on Tuesday, with a resolution put to the vote on Thursday.
 
 
Parliament set to condemn ‘‘LGBTI-free zones’’ in Poland 
MEPs will vote on a resolution on the public discrimination and hate speech that LGBTI
people face in some EU countries, notably Poland, on Wednesday.
 
 
Parliament set to call for pesticide reductions to save bees 
MEPs are expected to push for a further reduction in pesticide use, more funds for
research and better monitoring in order to save Europe’s bees.
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Improving welfare of transported animals 
After a vessel full of sheep capsized off the coast of Romania MEPs will debate on
Tuesday ways to better protect animals transported to countries outside the EU.
 
 
Stop misuse of EU funds in member states 
 
 
Following reports of land grabbing and abuse of power in some member states, MEPs
will ask the Commission to propose measures to better protect the EU's finances.
 
 
Parliament to back measures to cut e-commerce VAT fraud 
MEPs are set to support measures designed to fight e-commerce VAT evasion that
would help cut the €137 billion lost each year across the EU due through VAT fraud.
 
 
MEPs keep pressure on Commission on taxation of digital economy 
MEPs on Monday will ask the Commission to detail its plans to tax digital services
more fairly, especially in view of the work going on at global level.
 
 
MEPs to discuss the situation of the Uyghurs in China 
Following the award of the Sakharov Prize to Uyghur human rights activist Ilham Tohti
on Wednesday, MEPs will discuss China’s repression of Uyghurs wrapping it up with a
resolution.
 
 
Debate on humanitarian situation in Venezuela and migration crisis 
MEPs will discuss on Wednesday the humanitarian situation in Venezuela that
prompted millions of people to leave the country, causing a migration crisis in the
region.
 
 
MEPS set to denounce human rights violations in Nicaragua 
MEPs are expected to condemn repression of political opponents, violations of human
rights and breaches of rule of law by the Nicaraguan government.
 
 
Human rights and democracy resolutions 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human rights, democracy and rule
of law topics on Thursday morning, with the votes following at 12.00.
 
 
 
Other items on the agenda
 
 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2019-12-16
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Ilham Tohti to receive the 2019 Sakharov Prize
 
Uyghur scholar and human rights activist Ilham Tohti will
be awarded the 2019 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of
Thought in a ceremony on Wednesday at 12.00.
 
Mr Tohti, who is currently imprisoned for life in China on separatism-related charges, will be
represented by his daughter Jewher Ilham. She will receive the prize from EP President David
Sassoli, in a ceremony in the plenary chamber on Wednesday at noon.
 
President Sassoli and Ms Ilham are also scheduled to hold a press conference immediately
after the award ceremony, starting at 12.40, in Parliament’s Daphne Caruana Galizia press
conference room.
 
You can watch both the ceremony and the press conference live via EP Live and EbS+.
 
Also shortlisted for the Sakharov Prize this year were:
 

Murdered Brazilian political activist and human rights defender Marielle Franco,
Native  Brazilian  leader  and  environmentalist  Chief  Raoni  and  Brazilian
environmentalist  and  human  rights  defender  Claudelice  Silva  dos  Santos,
 
The Restorers, a group of five students from Kenya - Stacy Owino, Cynthia Otieno,
Purity Achieng, Mascrine Atieno and Ivy Akinyi - who have developed i-Cut, an app
to help those affected by female genital mutilation.
 

MEPs on the Committees on Foreign Affairs, on Development and on the Subcommittee on
Human Rights will also hold a discussion with Ms Ilham, on Monday 16 December from 19.00 –
20.30.
 
Background information
 
 
The Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought, named in honour of Soviet physicist and political
dissident Andrei Sakharov, is awarded each year by the European Parliament. It was set up in
1988  to  honour  individuals  and  organisations  defending  human  rights  and  fundamental
freedoms.
 
Award Ceremony: Wednesday, 18 December 
 
Press conference: Wednesday, 12.40 - 13.10 with EP President David Sassoli and Jewher
Ilham
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/
https://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm?sitelang=en&page=1&institution=&date=12/12/2018
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/sv/press-room/20191008IPR63719/sakharov-prize-2019-meps-choose-the-finalists


Further information
Press release: Ilham Tohti awarded the 2019 Sakharov Prize (24.10.2019)

Website of the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought
Audiovisual package: statement by AFET Chair David McAllister on the three finalists for the
2019 Sakharov Prize

The Sakharov Prize Network (SPN)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material - Sakharov Prize 2019
EP Research Topical digest
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191018IPR64639/ilham-tohti-awarded-the-2019-sakharov-prize
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191018IPR64639/ilham-tohti-awarded-the-2019-sakharov-prize
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/home.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/vote-shortlist-of-3-candidates-sakharov-prize-2019_I178341-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/vote-shortlist-of-3-candidates-sakharov-prize-2019_I178341-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/vote-shortlist-of-3-candidates-sakharov-prize-2019_I178341-V_v
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/sakharov-prize-network.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/sakharov-prize-2019_13234_pk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/EPRS/TD_Sakharov_Prize_Dec_2019_final.pdf


Parliament to elect next European Ombudsman
 
Parliament will elect the European Ombudsman by secret
ballot on Tuesday for a five-year mandate. Five candidates
are running for the post.
 
At the start of each term, Parliament elects the European Ombudsman. He or she conducts
inquiries into cases of maladministration by EU institutions, bodies, offices and agencies, acting
on their own initiative or on the basis of complaints from EU citizens.
 
The vote, by secret ballot, will take place on Tuesday, 17 December at noon, with a possible
second or third ballot on Wednesday. To be elected Ombudsman, the winning candidate needs
a majority of votes cast.
 
During a public hearing on 3 December, MEPs quizzed the candidates on what they intend to
bring to the post of EU Ombudsman by way of impartiality, visibility and transparency, if elected.
 
Background information 
 
The current EU Ombudsman is Irishwoman Emily O’Reilly. She first took office in July 2013 and
was the first female European Ombudsman. She was preceded by Jacob Söderman (1995-
2003) and Paraskevas Nikiforos Diamandouros (2003-2013).
 
Vote: Tuesday, 17 December and possibly Wednesday 18 December 
 
Procedure: Election of the Ombudsman
 
Further information
Special website on the election of the European Ombudsman in 2019

Profile of the candidates
Hearing of candidates in Petitions Committee (03.12.2019)
Website of the European Ombudsman

Election of the Ombudsman - EP Rules of Procedure

Press release: PETI urges EU Ombudsman to continue inquiring into Council and
Commission’s transparency
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191204IPR68250/members-heard-candidates-for-the-next-of-eu-ombudsman
https://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/emily-oreilly
https://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/history/past-ombudsmen/1/biography/en
https://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/history/past-ombudsmen/2/biography/en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ombudsmanelection2019/en/home/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ombudsmanelection2019/en/home/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ombudsmanelection2019/en/candidates.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ombudsmanelection2019/en/hearings.html
https://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/home
https://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2019-07-02-RULE-231_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2019-07-02-RULE-231_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191111IPR66225/ombudsman-should-continue-inquiring-into-council-and-commission-s-transparency
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191111IPR66225/ombudsman-should-continue-inquiring-into-council-and-commission-s-transparency
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx


EU summit: Parliament to debate conclusions
 
On Wednesday morning, MEPs will take stock of the
results of the 12-13 December summit in a debate with
European Council President Michel and Commission
President von der Leyen.
 
During its meeting, the European Council  aims to finalise its position on the EU long-term
climate strategy, with the objective of achieving climate neutrality by 2050. One day before the
start of the summit, Parliament organised an extraordinary plenary sitting on the Commission’s
first official communication on the European Green Deal.
 
EU leaders will  also discuss the 2021-2027 EU budget, as well  as exchange views on the
Conference on the Future of Europe and specific foreign policy issues.
 
In the context of the broader meeting, the EU27 Euro Summit will take place on 13 December to
take stock of Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) developments, based on the outcome of the
recent Eurogroup meeting of 4 December.
 
In a separate meeting on 13 December, in EU27 format, leaders will discuss Brexit, particularly
preparations for the negotiations on future EU-UK relations, in light of the results of the UK
general elections that took place on 12 December.
 
Council and Commisson statements
 
Debate: Wednesday, 18 December
 
Further information
Draft Agenda of the European Council, 12-13 December 2019
Draft Agenda for the EU27 meeting on Brexit, 13 December 2019

Draft Agenda for Euro Summit meeting, 13 December 2019

EP Press Release “Brexit: EP Group leaders support a flexible extension until 31/1/20”
(24.10.2019)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191203IPR68087/green-deal-for-europe-first-reactions-from-meps
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191007IPR63549/delaying-long-term-eu-investment-plan-would-harm-citizens-and-businesses
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191210IPR68711/conference-on-the-future-of-europe-input-by-afco-committee-finalised
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/eurogroup/2019/12/04/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2019/12/12-13/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2019/12/13/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2019/12/13/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/euro-summit/2019/12/13/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/euro-summit/2019/12/13/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191024IPR65002/brexit-ep-group-leaders-support-a-flexible-extension-until-31-1-20
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191024IPR65002/brexit-ep-group-leaders-support-a-flexible-extension-until-31-1-20
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191024IPR65002/brexit-ep-group-leaders-support-a-flexible-extension-until-31-1-20
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-council-12-and-13-december-2019_13803_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-council-12-and-13-december-2019_13803_pk


Lisbon Treaty and the Charter of Fundamental
Rights: 10 years of key EU reforms
 
Early on Wednesday, MEPs will celebrate the reforms that
enhanced democracy and strengthened Parliament, while
expanding European citizens’ rights.
 
In a formal sitting on Wednesday commemorating the ten-year anniversary of the entry into
force of the Lisbon Treaty, President Sassoli will deliver a short speech on the importance of
these key reforms, followed by one round of speeches by political group leaders.
 
The Treaty introduced a higher level of parliamentary scrutiny and democratic accountability
and increased Parliament’s legislative and budgetary powers. The Treaty also recognised that
the EP is “composed of representatives of the European Union’s citizens” and gave it the power
to elect the President of the Commission.
 
The  Treaty  of  Lisbon  recognised  democratic  equality,  representative  democracy  and
participatory  democracy  as  fundamental  principles  of  the  EU  and  made  the  Charter  of
Fundamental Rights a legally binding document. The Charter brings together all personal, civic,
political, economic and social rights enjoyed by people in the European Union
 
Debate: Wednesday, 18 December
 
Further information
EP Fact Sheets on the European Union: The Lisbon Treaty
EP Research “The European Council under the Lisbon Treaty: How has the institution evolved
since 2009?”

EP Research “The Implementation of the Charter of Fundamental Rights in the EU institutional
Framework”

Treaty of Lisbon amending the Treaty on European Union and the Treaty establishing the
European Community (13.12.2007)

Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (26.10.2012)
Free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/about-parliament/en/powers-and-procedures/the-lisbon-treaty
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/about-parliament/en/democracy-and-human-rights/fundamental-rights-in-the-eu
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/about-parliament/en/democracy-and-human-rights/fundamental-rights-in-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/5/the-treaty-of-lisbon
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642806/EPRS_STU(2019)642806_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642806/EPRS_STU(2019)642806_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642806/EPRS_STU(2019)642806_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/571397/IPOL_STU(2016)571397_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/571397/IPOL_STU(2016)571397_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/571397/IPOL_STU(2016)571397_EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/HR/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007L/TXT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/HR/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007L/TXT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/HR/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007L/TXT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:12012P/TXT
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


Rule of law in Malta and the assassination of
Daphne Caruana Galizia
 
MEPs will discuss the investigation into Daphne Caruana
Galizia’s murder and the political turmoil in Malta on
Tuesday, with a resolution put to the vote on Thursday.
 
A European Parliament delegation travelled to the country 3-4 December to assess the situation
on the ground. There they met with Prime Minister Muscat and Justice Minister Bonnici, the
Speaker of the House, the Attorney General and the Police Commissioner, as well as with
representatives of NGOs, civil society, journalists and the family of Ms Caruana Galizia, the
journalist and writer killed in 2017.
 
Procedure: Commission statement and resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday, 17 December
 
Vote: Thursday, 19 December
 
 
Further information
Press release on delegation to Malta (04.12.2019)

Profile of head of the delegation, Sophie In ‘t Veld (Renew, NL)

EP Research “Topical Digest: EU Rule of Law”
Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
Free photos, video and audio material (Delegation to Malta)
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191204IPR68278/malta-meps-conclude-fact-finding-visit-to-assess-caruana-galizia-murder-inquiry
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191204IPR68278/malta-meps-conclude-fact-finding-visit-to-assess-caruana-galizia-murder-inquiry
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191204IPR68278/malta-meps-conclude-fact-finding-visit-to-assess-caruana-galizia-murder-inquiry
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28266/SOPHIA_IN+%25252525252527T+VELD/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28266/SOPHIA_IN+%25252525252527T+VELD/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/EPRS/TD_Rule_of_law_2019.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/home.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/press-freedom-in-eu_13601_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/press-freedom-in-eu_13601_pk


Parliament set to condemn ‘‘LGBTI-free zones’’ in
Poland
 
MEPs will vote on a resolution on the public discrimination
and hate speech that LGBTI people face in some EU
countries, notably Poland, on Wednesday.
 
The resolution will wrap up the debate on public discrimination and hate speech against lesbian,
gay,  bisexual,  transgender  and  intersex  people  (LGBTI)  that  was  held  in  plenary  on  26
November.
 
During that debate, MEPs voiced their concern regarding ‘‘LGBTI-free zones’’ in Poland. Ahead
of the parliamentary elections this autumn, dozens of municipalities, counties and provinces in
the south-eastern  part  of  the  country  declared themselves  ‘‘free  of  LGBTI  ideology’’,  via
symbolic  resolutions that  did not  change or  affect  any legislation or  regulation,  but  which
contributed to stigmatising and excluding LGBTI people,  said MEPs.
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday, 26 November
 
Vote: Wednesday, 18 December
 
Further information
EP Research - The rights of LGBTI people in the EU (16.05.2019)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-9-2019-11-26-ITM-015_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/es/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI%282019%29637950
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


Parliament set to call for pesticide reductions to
save bees
 
MEPs are expected to push for a further reduction in
pesticide use, more funds for research and better
monitoring in order to save Europe’s bees.
 
The EU Pollinator Initiative - the Commission’s strategy to protect pollinators such as bees,
butterflies and other insects - will be debated on Tuesday, with MEPs voting on a resolution on
Wednesday.
 
The text is set to highlight the weaknesses in the Commission’s EU Pollinator Initiative that
render it inadequate to address the main causes of the decline in pollinators in Europe.
 
Parliament proposes that a reduction in the use of pesticides be set as a ‘common indicator’ to
evaluate how effective national measures are in protecting bees and other pollinators and that
pesticide reduction becomes a key part of the future Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
 
2019/2803(RSP)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 17 December  
 
Vote: Wednesday, 18 December 
 
Further information
Draft resolution on the EU Pollinator Initiative

Press release on committee vote

Procedure file

Infographic: What is behind the decline in bees and other pollinators?

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

11 I 20

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2803(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ENVI/RE/2019/12-02/1189384EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ENVI/RE/2019/12-02/1189384EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191203IPR67907/meps-call-for-a-reduction-in-pesticides-to-protect-bees
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191203IPR67907/meps-call-for-a-reduction-in-pesticides-to-protect-bees
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2803(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2803(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20191129STO67758/what-s-behind-the-decline-in-bees-and-other-pollinators-infographic
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20191129STO67758/what-s-behind-the-decline-in-bees-and-other-pollinators-infographic
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx


Improving welfare of transported animals
 
After a vessel full of sheep capsized off the coast of
Romania MEPs will debate on Tuesday ways to better
protect animals transported to countries outside the EU.
 
MEPs will discuss actions to be taken at both EU and national level to improve the safety and
wellbeing of animals transported abroad. The debate with the Finnish presidency and the
Commission comes after an accident on 24 November when a cargo ship heading for Saudi
Arabia capsized near the Romanian port of Midia, killing almost all of the 14,600 sheep on
board.
 
Background
 
In February 2019, the European Parliament urged EU member states to ensure better care for
transported animals. In the resolution, MEPs criticised poor conditions during maritime transport
and called on national authorities to step up inspections, ensure their vessels are properly
maintained and adapt ports to animal-welfare requirements.
 
MEPs also insisted that unless transport standards in non-EU countries are aligned with those
of the EU and properly enforced, the transport of live animals to these countries should be
banned.
 
Council and Commission statements
 
Debate: Tuesday, 17 December
 
Further information
EP Research: Regulation on the protection of animals during transport and related operations

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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Stop misuse of EU funds in member states
 
 
 
Following reports of land grabbing and abuse of power in
some member states, MEPs will ask the Commission to
propose measures to better protect the EU's finances.
 
Recent media reports have suggested that high-level officials abuse their positions to acquire
large amounts of the EU's cohesion and agricultural money, thereby undermining citizens’ trust
in the European institutions.
 
Background 
 
The European Parliament  has already called for  measures and drawn the Commission’s
attention to some of these cases. In March 2019, MEPs said that in some member states
bidding procedures “may have turned into semi-legal procedures, preventing fair competition
and possibly allowing fraud”.
 
Procedure: Question for oral answer
 
Further information
Oral question: Conflict of interest and corruption affecting the protection of the EU’s financial
interests in the Member States

Press release on discharge report 2017 (26.03.2019)

Resolution regarding the general budget of the European Union (see  parts on "Critical issues
requiring improvement" and “Conflicts of interest”) (26.03.2019)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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Parliament to back measures to cut e-commerce
VAT fraud
 
MEPs are set to support measures designed to fight e-
commerce VAT evasion that would help cut the €137 billion
lost each year across the EU due through VAT fraud.
 
The debate will be on Monday and the vote on Tuesday.
 
The measures require payment service providers to collect cross-border e-commerce payment
records. A new central electronic storage system would be created so that anti-fraud authorities
in member states can process payment information better. Administrative cooperation among
the member states’ tax authorities and payment service providers will also be strengthened.
 
MEPs have proposed various improvements to the texts, in a bid to make information sharing
and prosecution more effective.
 
Procedure: Consultation
 
2018/0413(CNS)
 
2018/0412(CNS)
 
Debate: Monday, 16 December
 
Vote: Tuesday, 17 December
 
Further information
Draft report amending Regulation (EU) No 904/2010 as regards measures to strengthen
administrative cooperation in order to combat VAT fraud

Draft report amending Directive 2006/112/EC as regards introducing certain requirements for
payment service providers

Press release on committee vote (03.12.2019)

Profile of rapporteur, Lidia Perreira (EPP, PT)
Administrative cooperation in order to combat VAT fraud
Requirements for payment service providers
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MEPs keep pressure on Commission on taxation
of digital economy
 
MEPs on Monday will ask the Commission to detail its
plans to tax digital services more fairly, especially in view
of the work going on at global level.
 
MEPs will also want to hear from the Commission how it would go about securing fairer taxation
of digital services within the EU, even if no deal is reached at global level.
 
A resolution will be put to the vote on Wednesday.
 
Procedure: Oral question to the Commission followed by a resolution
 
Debate: Monday, 16 December
 
Vote: Wednesday, 18 December
 
Further information
Oral Question to the Commission: Fair taxation in a digitalised and globalised economy –
BEPS 2.0
Profile of rapporteur, Irene Tinagli (S&D, IT):
EP Research: Understanding BEPS From tax avoidance to digital tax challenges
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs to discuss the situation of the Uyghurs in
China
 
Following the award of the Sakharov Prize to Uyghur
human rights activist Ilham Tohti on Wednesday, MEPs will
discuss China’s repression of Uyghurs wrapping it up with
a resolution.
 
Pressure has been increasing on Beijing after a recent leak of classified documents (China
cables). They appear to e confirm that the Chinese government has detained more than a
million Muslims in “re-education camps” in the north-western region of Xinjiang. Most of the
detainees are Uyghur, a predominantly Turkic-speaking ethnic group.
 
They have allegedly never been charged with crimes, and human rights groups claim that
evidence shows many of them were being detained for simply expressing their faith, or for
having  overseas  connections  to  places  China  considers  sensitive,  such  as  Turkey  and
Afghanistan. The Chinese authorities said the “vocational training centres” were being used to
combat violent religious extremism.
 
Procedure:  Statement by the High Representative/Vice-President of  the Commission with
resolution
 
 
Debate: Wednesday, 18 December 
 
Vote: Thursday, 19 December 
 
 
Further information
Statement by the EEAS Spokesperson on the situation in Xinjiang

Sakharov Prize for 2019
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Debate on humanitarian situation in Venezuela
and migration crisis
 
MEPs will discuss on Wednesday the humanitarian
situation in Venezuela that prompted millions of people to
leave the country, causing a migration crisis in the region.
 
UN officials project that the total number of Venezuelan refugees and migrants will grow from
4.5 million to 6.5 million in 2020, following the deterioration of the socio-economic, political and
security situation in Venezuela. Colombia hosts the largest number of displaced Venezuelans,
nearly 1.5 million according to the latest estimates.
 
The  European  Parliament  adopted  a  resolution  in  July  condemning  President  Maduro’s
“illegitimate regime” for its indiscriminate use of violence to repress democratic transition and
the restoration of the rule of law in Venezuela. MEPs also reiterated their full  support “for
legitimate interim president Juan Guaidó”.
 
Procedure: Statement by the High Representative/Vice-President of the Commission
 
Debate: Wednesday, 18 December
 
Further information
Press release: EP Resolution on situation in Venezuela (18.07.2019)

EP Research: Venezuela: The standoff contunues (12.04.2019)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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MEPS set to denounce human rights violations in
Nicaragua
 
MEPs are expected to condemn repression of political
opponents, violations of human rights and breaches of rule
of law by the Nicaraguan government.
 
The debate will take place on Wednesday evening and a resolution will be put to the vote on
Thursday.
 
International human rights organisations report that more than 80,000 people have been forced
to leave Nicaragua since April 2018, when protests against the Government erupted throughout
the country. According to the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR),
more than 100 journalists and media workers have had to leave Nicaragua.
 
President Ortega’s regime is being accused of persistently repressing dissent and of arbitrary
arrests, as well as of criminalising and attacking human rights defenders, political opponents
and any other dissenting voices.
 
Statement by the High Representative/Vice President of the Commission with Resolution
 
Debate: Wednesdey, 18 December
 
Vote: Thursday, 19 December
 
Further information
EP Resolution on the situation in Nicaragua (14.03.2019)
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•
•
•

Human rights and democracy resolutions
 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human
rights, democracy and rule of law topics on Thursday
morning, with the votes following at 12.00.
 
 

Violations of human rights including religious freedoms in Burkina Faso 
Afghanistan, notably the allegations of sexual abuse of boys in the Logar Province 
The Russian "Foreign Agents" Law
 

Procedure: non-legislative resolutions
 
Debate/vote: Thursday, 19 December
 
 
Further information
eP Multimedia Centre: Free photos, video and audio material
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Other items on the agenda
 
Other items for debate and vote include the following:
 

Macro-financial assistance to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Regimenti, vote
Tuesday 
Appointment of a member of the Executive Board of the European Central Bank,
Tinagli, debate Monday  
Compatibility between the current EU - Mercosur Free Trade Agreement and the
Commission's proposal for a European Green Deal, Topical debate, Wednesday 
USTR announcement section 301 investigation regarding the digital  service tax,
Commission statement  
Enabling the digital  transformation of  health and care,  OQ with resolution,  vote
Wednesday 
EU disability strategy post 2020, debate Tuesday 
Debate on 30th anniversary of revolution in Romania, debate Monday 
An EU strategy to put an end to female genital mutilation around the world, Council
and Commission statements Wednesday, resolution voted in February
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