
 

Migration and asylum: EU funds to promote
integration and protect borders
 

MEPs backed on Tuesday increasing the EU budget for migration and asylum policies
and to reinforce borders.
 
The Civil Liberties Committee endorsed the renewed Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund
(AMIF), the 2021-2027 budget of which will increase up to €9.2 billion (€10.41 billion in current
prices, 51% more than in the previous financial framework). It also backed the creation of a new
Integrated Border Management Fund (IBMF) and agreed to allocate €7.1 billion (€8 billion in
current prices) to it.
 
The AMIF should contribute to strengthen the common asylum policy, develop legal migration,
in line with the member states’ economic and social needs, contribute to countering irregular
migration and ensure effective, safe and dignified return, readmission and reintegration in non-
EU countries.
 
But it  should also ensure “solidarity and fair sharing of responsibility between the member
states, in particular towards those most affected by migration challenges, including through
practical cooperation”, MEPs state.
 
MEPs also want to make sure that funds can be allocated to local and regional authorities, and
to  international  and  non‑governmental  organisations,  working  in  the  field  of  asylum and
migration.
 
Integrated Border Management Fund to secure EU's external borders
 
IBMF  will  provide  funding  to  build  and  enhance  member  states’  capacities  in  border
management and visa policy.  The funding dedicated to member states (60 % of  the total
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• Ensure solidarity towards the countries most affected by migration challenges

• Direct funding for local and regional authorities for integration policies

• Funding for strengthened borders and more efficient visa policy

• More flexibility for emergency funding in critical border management situations
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envelope) will reflect their needs and take into account additional pressures. Furthermore, a
new EU thematic facility (40% of the total envelope) will ensure flexibility to channel emergency
funding to member states and EU-level projects when urgent action is needed.
 
MEPs  also  added  safeguards  to  ensure  that  actions  and  measures  funded  through  the
Instrument comply with the EU’s fundamental rights obligations, in particular with the principles
of non-discrimination and non-refoulement.
 
Both funds will operate in full synergy. They will also work closely with the reinforced  Internal
Security Fund (ISF) focusing on tackling terrorism, organised crime and cybercrime.
 
Next steps
 
The draft proposal on the renewed AMIF passed with 31 votes to 23 and 1 abstention. The new
IBMF was backed by 41 MEPs, 9 voted against and 2 abstained. The full House will have to
confirm its position in the first March plenary, ahead of the negotiations with the Council of the
EU.
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Further information
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190218IPR27062
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190218IPR27062
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0249(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0248(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96911/TANJA_FAJON/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124970/MIRIAM_DALLI/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/home.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/establishing-asylum-migration-fund-vote-dalli-libe_I168017-V_v
https://twitter.com/EP_Justice


Iina LIETZÉN
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 40731 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 73472 (STR)
(+32) 47 088 3910
@EP_Justice
iina.lietzen@europarl.europa.eu

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

3 I 3

https://twitter.com/EP_Justice

