
 

Protecting whistleblowers: EU safeguards for
people acting in public interest
 

EU rules seek to protect people reporting breaches of EU law and provide incentives for
those aware of wrongdoing to act in the public interest.
 
Whistleblowers have played a key role in recent years in shedding light on scandals related to
tax evasion, such as Lux Leaks and the Panama Papers, or the abuse of personal data, like
Cambridge Analytica. However, other wrongful acts might have remained undetected as people
often fear that if they report them, they could lose their jobs or worse.
 
On 16 April MEPs adopted minimum common standards of protection for people reporting
breaches of EU law across the EU. So far, legislation to protect whistleblowers is different for
each EU country and covers only some policy areas.
 
“We must protect those who defend Europe’s interests – the whistleblowers,” said French S&D
member Virginie Rozière, the MEP in charge of steering the proposals through Parliament.
“They defend us, they defend European democracy and the European common good.”
 
Main aspects of the legislation
 
The measures, provisionally agreed with the Council in March, aim to make it easier and safer
for whistleblowers to report irregularities.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190410IPR37529/protecting-whistle-blowers-new-eu-wide-rules-approved
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/103845/VIRGINIE_ROZIERE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190311IPR31055/first-eu-wide-protection-for-whistle-blowers-agreed


The rules cover different areas: tax fraud, money laundering, public procurement, product and
transport safety, environmental protection, public health, consumer protection and data
protection.
 
Public and private organisations with more than 50 employees will have to set up internal
reporting channels that would allow people to report within the organisation itself. National
authorities will also have to establish independent external reporting channels. Whistleblowers
will be protected whether they choose to report internally or externally to national or EU bodies.
 
The directive also provides for the possibility to report publically, to the media for example, in
certain cases, such as there being no follow-up to their initial report, in case of imminent danger
to public interest, or because of a risk of retaliation.
 
All forms of retaliation for reporting are prohibited, including  demotion, suspension or dismissal.
Protection is also granted to people assisting whistleblowers.
 
EU countries should provide whistleblowers with legal, financial and psychological support as
well as access to information on reporting channels and procedures,
 
Parliament’s commitment to whistleblower protection
 
 
Parliament  has  been  supporting  the  introduction  of  common  EU rules  on  whistleblower
protection  for  years  and this  issue has been highlighted in  its  enquiries  into  tax  evasion
scandals. In a resolution adopted in February 2017, MEPs called on the European Commission
to propose legislation to protect the EU's financial interests. In October 2017 they reiterated that
call.
 
Next steps
 
The rules still need to be formally approved by EU ministers. Member states will then have two
years to comply.
 
Find out more
Procedure
Check progress on the legislation
Council press release on the agreement
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/taxes
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/taxes
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2017-0022&language=EN
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2017-0402&language=EN
https://oeil.secure.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0106(COD)&l=EN
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-area-of-justice-and-fundamental-rights/file-whistle-blower-protection-proposal
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/03/15/better-protection-of-whistle-blowers-council-confirms-agreement-with-parliament/

