
 

David Sassoli elected President of the European
Parliament
 

MEPs elected David Sassoli as President of the European Parliament on Wednesday
afternoon, having won 345 out of 667 valid votes in the second round.
 
David Sassoli was born in Florence on 30 May 1956. As an Italian MEP since 2009, he was re-
elected on a Partito Democratico list in Central Italy in May 2019 for a third term. He will lead
Parliament until January 2022.
 
In  a  brief  address  to  the  European  Parliament  in  Strasbourg  immediately  after  the  vote,
President Sassoli thanked the 9th legislature MEPs for their confidence in him. He then said: “In
these months, too many people have fuelled divisions and conflicts that we thought were a sad
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reminder  of  our  history.  Instead,  the  citizens  have  shown  that  they  still  believe  in  this
extraordinary path, the only one capable of providing answers to the global challenges before
us”.
 
“We must have the strength to relaunch our integration process, changing our Union so to be
able to respond more strongly to the needs of  our citizens and give real  answers to their
concerns,  to their  increasingly widespread sense of  loss.”
 
Mr Sassoli also underlined the priorities that the Parliament will have to pursue in the coming
years. “We are immersed in momentous transformations: youth unemployment,  migration,
climate change, the digital revolution, the new world balance, just to name a few, which need
new ideas and courage”.
 
A full version of the President's address is available here
 
Results
 
David Sassoli was elected at the second round of voting. The result of the votes was as follows:
 
1st round
 

2nd round
 

Candidates and groups

Votes cast: 735
Blank or invalid votes: 73
Valid votes cast: 662
Absolute majority of votes cast: 332
Result: vote inconclusive
Ska KELLER (Greens/EFA, DE) 133
Sira REGO (GUE/NGL, ES) 42
David SASSOLI (S&D, IT) 325
Jan ZAHRADIL (ECR, CZ) 162

Votes cast: 704
Blank or invalid votes: 37
Valid votes cast: 667
Absolute majority of votes cast: 334
Result: David Maria Sassoli duly elected EP President
Ska KELLER (Greens/EFA, DE) 119 (-14)
Sira REGO (GUE/NGL, ES) 43 (+1)
David SASSOLI (S&D, IT) 345 (+20)
Jan ZAHRADIL (ECR, CZ) 160 (-2)
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Four candidates stood for election, who presented their vision for their leadership of the House
in five-minute speeches.
 
To view the videos of the candidates’ speeches, click on their respective names below.
 
Statement by Ska KELLER (Greens/EFA, DE)
 
Statement by Sira REGO (GUE/NGL, ES)
 
Statement by David SASSOLI (S&D, IT)
 
Statement by Jan ZAHRADIL (ECR, CZ)
 
Election rules
 
Under Rule 15 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, candidates for the presidency may be put
forward either by a political group or by 1/20th of Members, i.e. 38 MEPs ( "low threshold"
 
introduced by the revised Rules of Procedure). The election is held by secret ballot. To be
elected, a candidate must win an absolute majority of the valid votes cast, i.e. 50% plus one
Rule  16.  Blank  or  spoiled  ballots  do  not  count  in  calculating  the  majority  required.  If  no
candidate is elected in the first ballot, the same or other candidates can be nominated for a
second round under the same conditions.
 
Next steps
 
The votes to choose Vice-Presidents and Quaestors will take place on Wednesday afternoon
and Thursday morning, respectively.
 
 
 
Procedure: Election of the EP President
 
Further information
Inaugural speech by David Sassoli as President of the European Parliament
EP live

EbS+

Frequently Asked Questions about the transition from the 8th to the 9th European Parliament
EP President’s Website

Rules of Procedure

Free photos, video and audio material: Election of EP President
EP Think Tank (19.06.2019): Electing the European Parliament's President
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/ep-plenary-session---election-of-the-president-of-the-european-parliament_I175504-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/ep-plenary-session---election-of-the-president-of-the-european-parliament_I175501-V_rv
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/ep-plenary-session---election-of-the-president-of-the-european-parliament_I175503-V_rv
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-EP+20190702+RULE-015+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN&navigationBar=YES
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-EP+20190702+RULE-179+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN&navigationBar=YES
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-EP+20190702+RULE-016+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN&navigationBar=YES
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/resources/library/media/20190703RES56112/20190703RES56112.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/
https://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm
https://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190528BKG53306/faq-about-the-transition-from-the-8th-to-the-9th-european-parliament
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-EP+20190702+TOC+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-EP+20190702+TOC+DOC+XML+V0//EN
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/election-of-president-of-european-parliament_12601_pk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2019)637960


Contacts 
 
 
Kyriakos KLOSIDIS
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 32357 (BXL)
(+33) 3 88 1 74651 (STR)
(+32) 470 96 47 35
kyriakos.klosidis@europarl.europa.eu
constit-press@europarl.europa.eu
@EPInstitutional
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