
 

Ursula von der Leyen presents her vision to MEPs
 

In a debate with MEPs, Ursula von der Leyen outlined her vision as Commission
President. MEPs will vote on her nomination, held by secret paper ballot, at 18.00.
 
Ursula von der Leyen outlined her political priorities, if elected as Commission President, to
MEPs in Strasbourg this morning.
 
Here is a selection of the topics she mentioned during her speech.
 
Having identified  the collective  need for  “a  healthy  planet  as  our  greatest  challenge and
responsibility”, Ms von der Leyen proposed bolder emissions targets, with a reduction of 50% to
55% by 2030 and committed to submit a plan for a “Green Deal for Europe” and a European
Climate Law within her first  100 days in office. She also announced plans for sustainable
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European investment (also through the partial conversion of EIB funds into a “climate bank”) to
provide €1 trillion in investments within a decade.
 
Ms von der Leyen also stressed that the EU must establish an economy that serves the people.
In order for this to happen however, “everyone needs to share the burden” - including those tech
giants that conduct their business (and should continue to do so) in Europe, yet do not repay the
people of Europe for their access to EU human and social capital.
 
Reiterating her commitment for a gender-balanced College of Commissioners during her term,
she also highlighted that violence against women has to be tackled decisively;  she would
therefore seek to define violence against women as a crime in the European treaties, in parallel
to completing the EU’s accession to the Istanbul Convention.
 
Ms von der Leyen declared her commitment to rule of law as a European value, announcing
that she intends to establish an EU-wide monitoring mechanism in parallel to existing measures.
She emphasised that these European values also include a duty to save lives at sea and should
translate into a humane border policy. She stated her support for a “new pact on migration &
asylum” and Dublin Regulation reform, adding that she intends to ensure that Frontex border
guards number 10,000 not by 2027, but by 2024, and that all countries should shoulder their fair
share of the burden based on the principle of European solidarity.
 
On the matter of European democracy, Ms von der Leyen announced a two-year Conference
for Europe as of 2020, in which citizens will take a leading and active role. She also emphasised
the need for the Spitzenkandidaten system to be strengthened and that transnational lists
should be reconsidered in future European elections. She also declared her full support for a
right of initiative for the European Parliament, committing to put forward a legislative proposal in
response to every resolution that is passed with a majority of Parliament’s constituent members.
 
Reactions from political groups
 
Manfred Weber (EPP, DE)  confirmed his group’s support for Ms von der Leyen. “We stand for a
Europe that  is  fair,  modern and innovative,  secure,  open-minded and ecological.  We will
implement these pledges together with her.” He welcomed her proposals for a right of initiative
for the EP and to improve the lead candidate process, saying, “Backroom deals must be a thing
of the past.”
 
Iratxe García Pérez (S&D, ES)  complained that “European democracy is progressing way too
slowly” and underlined that Ms von der Leyen must give further details on how she plans to
respond to citizens’ demands, and particularly youth, before the S&D decides whether or not to
back her. Support for sustainable growth, stronger action to fight poverty, and a binding strategy
for gender equality are essential, García added.
 
Dacian Cioloș (Renew, RO)  said, “We can no longer disappoint the millions of Europeans who
said YES to Europe. They expect the EU to defend the rule of law without hesitation”. His group
is ready to support her, with one goal: the renewal of Europe. “But, above all, we expect from
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you real pro-European leadership. Europe is not an administration, but a political ambition”, he
said.
 
Philippe Lamberts (Greens/EFA, BE)  said that his group was not ready to hand over the helm
of the European Union to Ursula von der Leyen at a time when ‘‘our common house is burning,
the climate is deteriorating, there are ever deeper inequalities and a backlash in fundamental
freedoms and the rule of law''. However, if elected, his group was ready to provide its support
“whenever the proposals would be up to the existential challenges we face”.
 
Jörg Meuthen (ID, DE)  announced that his group will vote against her, stating that she is unfit
for the job and that she had no convincing vision for Europe. He criticised her for promising too
many different, contradictory things to groups in order to secure support, e.g. regarding the rule
of law or migration.
 
Raffaele Fitto (ECR, IT)  asked Ursula von der Leyen to clarify her position on “the mechanism
on the rule of law, on which we are at odds” with the policy pursued so far by the Commission.
Regarding the fight against climate change, he said he was “happy for proposals such as the
transition fund and the bank for sustainable investments, but we discuss increasingly ambitious
targets, without saying how to achieve them”.
 
Martin Schirdewan (GUE/NGL, DE) said that his group will  not vote for Ms von der Leyen.
Voters expected a lead candidate as Commission President, he claimed, not a Minister of
Defence, which is a signal “for the continued militarisation and isolation of the EU.” He called for
austerity policies to end and for investment in social security, education, healthcare and fighting
climate change.
 
Speakers’ interventions are available by clicking on the links below.
 
Statement by Ursula von der LEYEN, candidate for President of the Commission
 
First round of group leaders
 
Response by Ursula von der LEYEN to the first round
 
Further information
Rules of Procedure
(Rule 124)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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