
 

Brexit: the Withdrawal Agreement passes the first
European Parliament test
 

The Constitutional Affairs Committee agreed on Thursday to recommend that the EP
plenary should approve the UK withdrawal terms.
 
After parliamentary ratification in the UK was concluded earlier today, with Royal Assent granted
for the European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill, Constitutional Affairs Committee MEPs
voted in favour of a positive recommendation regarding the EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement, with
23 votes for, three against and no abstentions.

Press release
23-01-2020 - 18:59
20200123IPR70904

 The Constitutional Affairs Committee made a positive recommendation for the EU-UK Withdrawal

Agreement©Shutterstock.com/Fotoldee

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

1 I 3

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afco/home.html


The vote took place after a statement by Committee Chair Antonio Tajani (EPP, IT) and a
discussion between the Parliament’s Brexit coordinator Guy Verhofstadt (Renew Europe, BE)
and political group coordinators.
 
The debate in the Committee focussed on Parliament’s contribution to protecting citizens’ rights
in the context of Brexit (with the majority of speakers during the first round commending the
EU’s  negotiating  team),  as  well  as  the  steps  that  should  be  taken  by  the  UK and  EU27
governments to continue protecting these rights during the transition period and beyond. The
discussion also addressed the overall impact of Brexit and the future relationship between the
EU and the UK, which is going to be the objective of the future negotiations.
 
You can watch the debate on EP Live. Click on the links below for specific parts of the meeting.
 
Opening statement by Chair Antonio Tajani
 
Statement by the rapporteur Guy Verhofstadt
 
Statements by the shadow rapporteurs
 
Interventions by MEPs on behalf of political groups
 
Recording of the vote
 
Statements by MEPs after the vote: part one and part two
 
Next steps
 
The UK’s withdrawal from the EU is set for midnight CET on 31 January 2020, with Parliament
scheduled to vote on the Agreement next Wednesday, 29 January. To enter into force, any
withdrawal agreement between the EU and the UK needs to be approved by the European
Parliament by a simple majority of votes cast (Article 50 (2) of the Treaty on European Union).
The Council will then conclude the process on the EU side by a qualified majority vote, foreseen
for 30 January.
 
Further information
Draft meeting agenda

EP Research Service “The European Parliament after Brexit”

EP Research Service “The revised Brexit deal: What has changed and next steps?”

Read more about Parliament’s work on Brexit
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material

Committee on Constitutional Affairs

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

2 I 3

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2187/ANTONIO_TAJANI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97058/GUY_VERHOFSTADT/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/brexit/20170505STO73508/brexit-protecting-the-rights-of-eu-citizens-living-in-the-uk
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69901/brexit-meps-concerned-about-citizens-rights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69901/brexit-meps-concerned-about-citizens-rights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/vote-of-the-agreement-on-the-withdrawal-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-european-union-and-the-european-atomic-energy-community---vote-on-the-report-by-guy-verhofstadt-renew-be_I183167-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/ote-on-the-conclusion-of-the-agreement-on-the-withdrawal-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-european-union-and-the-european-atomic-energy-community-statements-by-ep-brexit-steering-group-coordinators_I183552-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/-vote-on-the-conclusion-of-the-agreement-on-the-withdrawal-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-euratom-statements-by-shadow-rapporteurs_I183553-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/-vote-on-the-conclusion-of-the-agreement-on-the-withdrawal-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-euratom-statements-by-ep-brexit-steering-group-coordinators_I183604-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/vote-on-the-conclusion-of-the-agreement-on-the-withdrawal-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-euratom-vote_I183554-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/ote-on-the-conclusion-of-the-agreement-on-the-withdrawal-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-european-union-and-the-european-atomic-energy-community-statements-by-ep-brexit-steering-group-coordinators_I183603-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/vote-on-the-conclusion-of-the-agreement-on-the-withdrawal-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-euratom-statements-by-uk-afco-members_I183555-V_v
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12012M050
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/AFCO-OJ-2020-01-23-1_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/AFCO-OJ-2020-01-23-1_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/642259/EPRS_ATA(2020)642259_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/642259/EPRS_ATA(2020)642259_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642260
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642260
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/brexit
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/brexit_13108_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/brexit_13108_pk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afco/home.html


Contacts 
 
 
Kyriakos KLOSIDIS
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 32357 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74651 (STR)
(+32) 470 96 47 35
@EPInstitutional
kyriakos.klosidis@europarl.europa.eu

Delphine COLARD
Acting Head of Spokesperson’s Unit and Deputy spokesperson

(+32) 2 28 43383 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881  64123 (STR)
(+32) 498 98 44 85
delphine.colard@europarl.europa.eu

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

3 I 3

https://twitter.com/EPInstitutional

