
 

Brexit deal approved by the European Parliament
 

The Withdrawal Agreement was approved by the European Parliament on Wednesday
evening by 621 votes in favour, 49 against and 13 abstentions.
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• UK Withdrawal Agreement cleared the second-to-last hurdle before entering into force

• Qualified majority vote in the Council to conclude the process, Brexit set to take place on 31
January 2020

Parliament approves the UK-EU Withdrawal Agreement before submitting it to  Council for the last step in the ratification process©EU
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In a debate with the Croatian State Secretary for European Affairs Nikolina Brnjac on behalf of
the Presidency of the Council, Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, and the EU’s Chief
Negotiator Michel Barnier,  Parliament took stock of the withdrawal process so far and the
challenges ahead.
 
Commenting on the historic importance of the vote, most speakers on behalf of the political
groups highlighted that the UK’s withdrawal will  not be the end of the road for the EU-UK
relationship and that the ties that bind the peoples of Europe are strong and will remain in place.
They also mentioned that there are lessons to be learnt from Brexit that should shape the future
of  the  EU  and  thanked  the  UK  and  its  MEPs  for  their  contribution  throughout  the  UK’s
membership. Many speakers warned that the negotiations on the future relationship between
the EU and the UK are going to  be difficult,  especially  taking into account  the timeframe
provided in  the Withdrawal  Agreement.
 
You can catch up with the debate by clicking on the links below:
 
Opening statement by Guy VERHOFSTADT (RE, BE), EP Brexit Steering Group coordinator
 
Opening statements by Nikolina BRNJAC on behalf of the Croatian Presidency and by Ursula
VON DER LEYEN, Commission President
 
First round of political group speakers
 
MEPs debate (1st part)
 
MEPs debate (2nd part)
 
MEPs debate (3rd part)
 
Closing statements by Michel BARNIER, Head of the Task Force for Relations with the UK and
Nikolina BRNJAC 
 
Closing statement by David SASSOLI, EP President
 
Parliament will have its say on future relationship with UK
 
Parliament’s UK coordination group, led by Foreign Affairs Committee Chair David McAllister
(EPP, DE),  will  liaise with the EU Task Force for  Relations with the United Kingdom and
coordinate with the Foreign Affairs Committee and International Trade Committee and all other
competent committees. The EP will follow closely the work of the EU negotiator Michel Barnier
and continue to influence the negotiations through resolutions. The final agreement will need the
approval of the Parliament as a whole.
 
Quote
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_140
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/withdrawal-agreement-of-the-uk-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-the-european-atomic-energy-community-opening-statement-by-guy-verhofstadt-re-be-ep-brexit-steering-group-coordinator_I183254-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/withdrawal-agreement-of-the-uk-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-the-european-atomic-energy-community-opening-statements-by-nikolina-brnjac-croatian-presidency-and-by-ursula-von-der-leyen-ec_I183858-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/withdrawal-agreement-of-the-uk-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-the-european-atomic-energy-community-opening-statements-by-nikolina-brnjac-croatian-presidency-and-by-ursula-von-der-leyen-ec_I183858-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/withdrawal-agreement-of-the-uk-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-the-european-atomic-energy-community-one-round-of-the-political-group-leaders_I183721-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/withdrawal-agreement-of-the-uk-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-the-european-atomic-energy-community-meps-debate-1st-part_I183258-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/withdrawal-agreement-of-the-uk-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-the-european-atomic-energy-community-meps-debate-2nd-part_I183722-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/withdrawal-agreement-of-the-uk-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-the-european-atomic-energy-community-meps-debate-3rd-part_I183863-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/withdrawal-agreement-of-the-uk-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-the-european-atomic-energy-community-closing-statement-by-michel-barnier-head-of-task-force-for-relations-with-the-uk-and-nikolina-brnjac-croatian-presidency_I183259-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/withdrawal-agreement-of-the-uk-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-the-european-atomic-energy-community-closing-statement-by-michel-barnier-head-of-task-force-for-relations-with-the-uk-and-nikolina-brnjac-croatian-presidency_I183259-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/vote-on-the-withdrawal-agreement-of-the-uk-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-from-the-eu-and-the-european-atomic-energy-community-final-statement-by-david-sassoli-ep-president_I183469-V_v
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124806/DAVID_MCALLISTER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124806/DAVID_MCALLISTER/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/task-force-relations-united-kingdom_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/home.html


After the historic vote, President Sassoli said that: ““It deeply saddens me to think that we have
come to this point. Fifty years of integration cannot easily be dissolved. We will all have to work
hard to build a new relationship, always focusing on the interests and protection of citizens'
rights. It will not be simple. There will be difficult situations that will test our future relationship.
We knew this from the start of Brexit. I am sure, however, that we will be able to overcome any
differences and always find common ground”.
 
Next steps
 
To enter into force,  the Withdrawal Agreement will  now be put to a final  vote by qualified
majority in the Council.
 
The transition period starting on 1 February is set to expire at the end of December 2020. Any
agreement on the future EU-UK relationship will have to be fully concluded before that point if it
is to come into force on 1 January 2021.
 
The transition period can be extended once for one to two years, but the decision to do so must
be taken by the EU-UK Joint Committee before 1 July.
 
Parliament will have to approve any future relationship agreement. If such an agreement refers
to competences that the EU shares with member states, then national parliaments will also
need to ratify it.
 
Background
 
The vote in Parliament’s plenary session took place after the completion of the ratification
process in the UK and the positive recommendation by the Constitutional Affairs Committee.
Part Two of the Withdrawal Agreement protects EU citizens in the UK and UK citizens in other
EU countries, as well as their families. According to its provisions, all social security rights under
EU law will be maintained and citizens’ rights will be guaranteed throughout their lifetime, and
relevant  administrative procedures have to  be transparent,  smooth and streamlined.  The
implementation and application of these terms will be overseen by an independent authority,
which will have powers equivalent to those of the European Commission.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200123IPR70904/brexit-the-withdrawal-agreement-passes-the-first-european-parliament-test
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/working-document-consolidated-version-withdrawal-agreement-following-revision-protocol-ireland-northern-ireland-and-technical-adaptations-articles-184-and-185-agreed-negotiators-level-and-endorsed-european-council_en


Contacts 
 
 

Further information
Adopted text (29.01.2020)
Video recording of the debate (29.01.2020)

Vote results (29.01.2020)
Draft legislative resolution

Procedure file

EP Research Service “The European Parliament after Brexit” (14-01-2020)

EP Research Service “The revised Brexit deal: What has changed and next steps?” (22-10-
2019)

EP Research Service “Brexit: The final countdown [What Think Tanks are thinking]” (24-01-
2020)
Read more about Parliament’s work on Brexit
EP resolutions and composition of the EP Brexit Steering Group
Interview by Parliament’s Brexit coordinator and BSG Chair Guy Verhofstadt (RE, BE)

European Parliament Rules of Procedure
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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