
 

Newsletter
19-23 October 2020
plenary session
 
Parliament to vote on the future of EU farm policy 
MEPs will debate and vote on plans to make EU farm policy more sustainable, resilient
and flexible so that it can continue to deliver food security across the EU.
 
 
Parliament to outline its priorities for the future Digital Services Act 
MEPs’ demands on how digital services, including online platforms and marketplaces,
should be regulated, will be debated on Monday and put to the vote on Tuesday. 
 
 
Parliament set to pave way for first EU rules on Artificial Intelligence 
MEPs will outline their vision of how the EU can best regulate Artificial Intelligence (AI)
in order to boost innovation, ethical standards and trust in technology.
 
 
European Commission to present its 2021 work programme 
MEPs will comment on the Commission’s 2021 work programme, to be presented by
Commission Vice-President Maroš Šefčovič on Tuesday at 15.00.
 
 
EP President to announce the Sakharov laureate for 2020 
Parliament’s Conference of Presidents (EP President Sassoli and political group
chairs) will decide on the winner of the 2020 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought
on Thursday.
 
 
EU-UK relations and tackling COVID-19 take centre stage in debate
on EU summit 
European Council President Charles Michel will present and discuss the outcome of
the 15-16 October EU Summit with MEPs on Wednesday.
 
 
Response to the current crisis must increase the EU’s future
resilience 
Recovery should reduce economic divergence and boost the EU’s long-term social and
environmental targets, MEPs are set to say in a debate and vote on euro area policies.
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Parliament to propose binding legislation to stop EU-driven global
deforestation 
To ensure that EU consumption does not lead to global deforestation, MEPs are
expected to request mandatory due diligence for companies placing products on the
EU market.
 
 
COVID-19: MEPs are set to urge the EU to help close the digital gap
in education 
MEPs are expected to call on the Commission to urgently propose measures to ensure
that every pupil in the EU has access to education in case of future lock-downs.
 
 
How to mitigate the social and economic consequences of the
COVID-19 crisis 
Employment losses in the EU and ways to foster economic and social recovery from
COVID-19 will be discussed with Council and Commission, on Wednesday.
 
 
The EU needs a comprehensive review of its relations with Belarus 
MEPs are set to adopt a wide range of recommendations on how the EU should
reassess its relations with Belarus, on Wednesday.
 
 
MEPs to reiterate support for Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons 
 
 
 
Effective multilateralism and a rules-based international order are essential to keep the
world’s nuclear regime in balance, MEPs are set to stress.
 
 
Fostering gender equality in the EU’s foreign and security policy 
MEPs are set to call on the EU to recognise the pivotal role women play in foreign
policy and international security and to adapt its policy in this field accordingly.
 
 
MEPs may refuse discharge to the EESC and the Council 
Parliament will vote on Tuesday on recommendations not to approve the European
Economic and Social Committee’s and the Council’s accounts for the budgetary year
2018.
 
 
Visa reciprocity with the US: MEPs to urge the Commission to
comply with EU law 
Parliament is increasingly frustrated that citizens of four EU member states still need a
visa to travel to the US, while all US nationals can enter Europe visa-free.
 
 
MEPs to debate police brutality in member states 
MEPs are likely to raise incidents of alleged excessive or unjustified use of police force
and to insist that all abuse should be punished, in a debate on Tuesday.
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Member states selling EU passports: debate in plenary 
MEPs will quiz the Commission about possible measures to stop third-country
criminals from buying EU citizenship documents or visas to access EU territory.
 
 
Other topics on agenda
 
 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2020-10-19
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Parliament to vote on the future of EU farm
policy
 
MEPs will debate and vote on plans to make EU farm policy
more sustainable, resilient and flexible so that it can
continue to deliver food security across the EU.
 
The debate is scheduled for Tuesday morning and votes will take place throughout the week.
 
MEPs are set to endorse a policy shift that should better tailor the Common Agricultural Policy
to the needs of individual member states. National governments should draft strategic plans
specifying how they intend to implement EU objectives on the ground. The Commission would
be checking their performance, not only their compliance with EU rules.
 
Plans to enhance mandatory climate- and environmentally-friendly practices that each farmer
must apply to receive direct support and to boost financial support for practices that farmers can
apply voluntarily are also part of the reform package. MEPs will  also vote on proposals to
reduce payments to bigger farms and channel more money to smaller farms and young farmers,
to help them deal with crises and to simplify rules on carrying out checks and controls.
 
Once Parliament has taken its decision, MEPs will be ready to start talks with EU ministers on
the reform package.
 
Background 
 
The last reform of the EU farm policy, established in 1962, dates back to 2013.
 
Current CAP rules expire on 31 December 2020. They should be replaced by transitional rules
until the ongoing CAP reform is agreed and approved by the Parliament and Council.
 
The CAP accounts for 34.5% of the 2020 EU budget (€58.12 billion). Around 70% of the CAP
budget supports income of six to seven million EU farms.
 
Procedure: Ordinary Legislative Procedure
 
2018/0216(COD), 2018/0218(COD), 2018/0217(COD)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 20 October
 
Vote: Tuesday, 20 October - Friday, 23 October
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200627IPR82204/transition-to-new-eu-farm-policy-partial-deal-on-key-provisions-for-after-2020
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/106/la-financiacion-de-la-pac
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/644213/EPRS_ATA(2019)644213_EN.pdf


Further information
Procedure file (Strategic plans)
2018/0216(COD)
Procedure file (Common market organisation in agricultural products)

2018/0218(COD)
Procedure file (Financing, management and monitoring of the CAP)
Profile of rapporteur - strategic plans: Peter Jahr (EPP, DE)

Profile of rapporteur - common market organisation: Eric Andrieu (S&D, FR)
Profile of rapporteur - horizontal regulation: Ulrike Müller (RE, DE)
EP Research: CAP strategic plans (December 2018)
EP Research: CAP amending regulations on the CMO for agricultural products, quality
schemes and measures for remote regions (October 2019)
EP Research: CAP horizontal regulation (June 2019)
EP Research: Towards the CAP beyond 2020 - comparing the reform package with the current
regulations (September 2018)

Study: The CAP beyond 2020: appraisal of the EC legislative proposals (October 2018)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2018/0216(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2018/0216(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2018/0218(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2018/0218(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2018/0218(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2018/0217(COD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96772/PETER_JAHR/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96772/PETER_JAHR/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/113892/ERIC_ANDRIEU/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124862/ULRIKE_MULLER/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/630324/EPRS_BRI(2018)630324_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/642234/EPRS_BRI(2019)642234_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/642234/EPRS_BRI(2019)642234_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/628302/EPRS_BRI(2018)628302_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/617494/IPOL_BRI(2018)617494_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/617494/IPOL_BRI(2018)617494_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/617494/IPOL_BRI(2018)617494_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/629174/IPOL_STU(2018)629174_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/629174/IPOL_STU(2018)629174_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/common-agricultural-policy_15405_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/common-agricultural-policy_15405_pk


Parliament to outline its priorities for the future
Digital Services Act
 
MEPs’ demands on how digital services, including online
platforms and marketplaces, should be regulated, will be
debated on Monday and put to the vote on Tuesday. 
 
With the upcoming Digital Services Act (DSA), the European Union aims to shape the digital
economy not only at EU level but also to be a standard-setter for the rest of the world, as it did
with data protection.
 
In two separate “legislative initiative” reports, the Internal Market and Consumer Protection and
the  Legal  Affairs  committees  call  on  the  Commission  to  address  and  tackle  current
shortcomings in the online environment in its DSA package, due to be presented by the end of
the year.
 
Both committees demand a binding “notice-and-action” mechanism to tackle illegal content
online. Internal Market Committee MEPs also want online marketplaces to be legally obligated
to be transparent and share information with users, such as on unsafe products sold online,
stronger rules on consumer protection, and effective enforcement and supervision measures,
among other demands. Specific rules to prevent (instead of merely remedy) market failures
caused by big platforms must also be tabled, they add.
 
The Legal Affairs Committee is calling for legal clarity for platforms and guarantees to protect
users’ fundamental rights, including access to judicial redress and stricter rules to tackle harmful
content such as fake news. MEPs also want users to have more control over what they see
online (including being able to opt out of content curation), less intrusive targeted ads, more
transparent data collection and a European entity to monitor and impose fines.
 
A third, non-legislative resolution by the Civil Liberties Committee focuses on fundamental rights
issues and calls for content removal to be “diligent, proportionate and non-discriminatory” to
safeguard freedom of expression and information, as well as privacy and data protection. MEPs
also point out that microtargeting based on people’s vulnerabilities is problematic, as is the
spreading of hate speech and disinformation, asking for transparency on the monetisation
policies of online platforms.
 
Procedure:  Legislative initiative reports (by IMCO and JURI,  (Rule 47 of  the EP Rules of
Procedure)  and non-binding report  (by LIBE)
 
2020/2018(INL) / 2020/2019(INL) / 2020/2022(INI)
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/646174/EPRS_BRI(2020)646174_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200925IPR87924/meps-spell-out-their-priorities-for-the-digital-services-act
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200925IPR87926/digital-services-managing-harmful-content-while-protecting-freedom-of-expression
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/home/highlights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2020-06-30-RULE-047_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2020-06-30-RULE-047_EN.html


Debate: Monday, 19 October
 
Vote: Tuesday, 20 October, announcement of results on Wednesday, 21 October 
 
Further information
Report by the Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee
Procedure file - Digital Services Act: Improving the functioning of the Single Market

Profile of the Internal Market Committee rapporteur, Alex Agius Saliba (S&D, MT)

Report by the Legal Affairs Committee
Procedure file - Digital Services Act: adapting commercial and civil law rules for commercial
entities operating online

Profile of the Legal Affairs Committee rapporteur, Tiemo Wölken (S&D, DE)

Report, procedure file and rapporteur of the Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
Committee

Studies on the Digital Services Act (EP Research Service)
EPRS
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0181_EN.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2018(INL)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2018(INL)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197403/ALEX_AGIUS+SALIBA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197403/ALEX_AGIUS+SALIBA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0177_EN.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2019(INL)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2019(INL)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2019(INL)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/185619/TIEMO_WOLKEN/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/185619/TIEMO_WOLKEN/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2022(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2022(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2022(INI)
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/search.html?word=Digital+Services+Act
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2020)659278
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Parliament set to pave way for first EU rules on
Artificial Intelligence
 
MEPs will outline their vision of how the EU can best
regulate Artificial Intelligence (AI) in order to boost
innovation, ethical standards and trust in technology.
 
The debate is scheduled for Monday, the votes on two legislative initiatives and one further text
for Tuesday.
 
 
 
The European Parliament is among the first to put forward recommendations on what AI rules
should include when it comes to ethics, liability and intellectual property rights, so that the EU
can become a  global  leader  in  its  development.  The  Commission  legislative  proposal  is
expected  to  be  out  early  next  year.
 
 
 
The legislative initiative report on ethical aspects underlines that future laws should take into
account several  guiding principles including a human-centric and human-made AI;  safety,
transparency and accountability; safeguards against bias and discrimination; right to redress;
social and environmental responsibility, and respect for fundamental rights.
 
 
 
There is a call to adopt a future-oriented framework on liability in the legislative initiative report
on civil liability, which would make those operating high-risk AI strictly liable if there is damage
caused. The rules should cover protection of life, health, physical integrity, property as well as
significant immaterial harm if it results in “verifiable economic loss”.
 
 
 
The third text calls for an effective intellectual property rights system and safeguards to the EU’s
patent rules. It looks into legal personality, copyright, trade secrets and the protection of creative
work that use AI and those generated by AI.
 
Procedure: Legislative initiative reports (Ethics and Civil liability) and non-binding report (IPRs)
 
2020/2012(INL), 2020/2014(INL), 2020/2014(INL)
 
Debate: Monday, 19 October
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Vote: Tuesday, 20 October, announcement of results on Wednesday, 21 October
 
Further information
Draft report on a framework of ethical aspects of artificial intelligence, robotics and related
technologies

Draft report on civil liability regime for artificial intelligence
Draft report on Intellectual property rights for the development of artificial intelligence
technologies

Press release on committee vote (01.10.2020)
Press conference after committee vote (01.10.2020)

Studies on Artificial Intelligence (EP Research Service)
EPRS
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0186_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0186_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0186_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0178_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0176_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0176_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0176_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200925IPR87932/making-artificial-intelligence-ethical-safe-and-innovative
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/press-conference-making-ai-european_I195529-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/press-conference-making-ai-european_I195529-V_v
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/search.html?word=artificial+intelligence
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2020)659282
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/search?q=artificial%20intelligence&
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/search?q=artificial%20intelligence&


European Commission to present its 2021 work
programme
 
MEPs will comment on the Commission’s 2021 work
programme, to be presented by Commission Vice-
President Maroš Šefčovič on Tuesday at 15.00.
 
Following the State of the European Union debate with President Ursula von der Leyen in
Parliament on 16 September, the Commission will roll out its plans to boost recovery from the
COVID-19 crisis and build a resilient, carbon-neutral and digitally advanced EU economy that
leaves no one behind.
 
In her letter of intent (16.09.2020) to Parliament President David Sassoli and to the German
Presidency, von der Leyen named key areas for action in 2021. The letter marked the start of
the interinstitutional dialogue on priorities for the next year.
 
Commission statement, followed by one round of political group speakers
 
Debate: Tuesday, 20 October
 
 
 
Further information
State of the European Union 2020

Procedure file Commission Work Programme 2021

EP Research briefing: The von der Leyen Commission's six priorities: State of play in autumn
2020

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/soteu-2020_20200916-0900-SPECIAL-OTHER_vd
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/state_of_the_union_2020_letter_of_intent_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/soteu/en/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/soteu/en/
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2772(RSP)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2772(RSP)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652053/EPRS_BRI(2020)652053_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652053/EPRS_BRI(2020)652053_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652053/EPRS_BRI(2020)652053_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


•

•
•

EP President to announce the Sakharov laureate
for 2020
 
Parliament’s Conference of Presidents (EP President
Sassoli and political group chairs) will decide on the
winner of the 2020 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought
on Thursday.
 
The laureate(s) will be announced by Parliament President David Sassoli in the hemicycle on
Thursday, at noon.
 
The finalists this year are:
 
 
 

The democratic opposition in Belarus, represented by the Coordination Council, an
initiative of brave women and political and civil society figures; 
Guapinol activists and Berta Cáceres in Honduras; 
Mgr Najeeb Michaeel, Archbishop of Mosul, Iraq.
 

Here is more information on the Sakahrov Prize and all the nominations this year.
 
Announcement: Thursday, 22 October 
 
Procedure: Sakharov Prize 2020
 
Further information
Press release: “Sakharov Prize 2020: MEPs select the finalists” (12.10.2020)
Audiovisual package: statement by AFET Chair David McAllister, DEVE Chair Tomas Tobé
and DROI Chair Maria Arena on the three finalists for the 2020 Sakharov Prize
Sakharov Prize Community
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20200917STO87301/sakharov-prize-2020-the-nominees
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201012IPR89106/sakharov-prize-2020-meps-select-the-finalists
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/sakharov-prize-2020-vote-shortlist-of-3-candidates_I196182-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/sakharov-prize-2020-vote-shortlist-of-3-candidates_I196182-V_v
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/the-prize/sakharov-prize-community
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/sakharov-prize-2020_16602_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/sakharov-prize-2020_16602_pk


EU-UK relations and tackling COVID-19 take
centre stage in debate on EU summit
 
European Council President Charles Michel will present
and discuss the outcome of the 15-16 October EU Summit
with MEPs on Wednesday.
 
Member  states  are  expected  to  agree  on  common  standards  for  assessing  COVID-19
epidemiological  risks  and  common criteria  for  travel  restrictions,  quarantine  and  testing
protocols in the EU, as called for by Parliament in a resolution adopted on 17 September.
 
Following a review of the state of the negotiations on the future EU-UK relationship with Michel
Barnier, Head of Commission's UK Task Force, MEPs will also discuss preparatory work - at
both EU and member states’ level - for all possible scenarios after 1 January 2021.
 
MEPs will also comment on the outcome of the Council’s debate on climate change and EU
emissions reductions. Parliament adopted its ambitious position on the Climate Law proposal in
a plenary vote on 7 October.
 
Finally, MEPs are set to outline their strategy on the future relations between the EU and Africa,
also discussed by heads of state or government during their meeting.
 
Council and Commission statements, followed by a debate
 
Debate: Wednesday, 21 October
 
Further information
Agenda of the European Council meeting 15-16 October
European Parliament Press Kit on topics to be discussed at EU summit
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0240_EN.html
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-uk-negotiations-on-the-future-relationship/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201002IPR88431/eu-climate-law-meps-want-to-increase-2030-emissions-reduction-target-to-60
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2020/10/15-16/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201015IPR89405/european-parliament-press-kit-for-the-european-council-of-15-16-october-2020
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


Response to the current crisis must increase the
EU’s future resilience
 
Recovery should reduce economic divergence and boost
the EU’s long-term social and environmental targets, MEPs
are set to say in a debate and vote on euro area policies.
 
On Wednesday, Parliament will discuss and vote on two reports on the euro area’s economic
and employment policies in 2020. MEPs are set to stress that member states’ economies are
strongly interconnected and therefore an incomplete recovery in one country would spill over to
all the other countries and dampen economic growth everywhere.
 
MEPs point out that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, unemployment in the EU is expected to
reach 9.5% in 2020, rising unevenly within the Union, across sectors and hitting young people
the hardest. They therefore back the EU’s unemployment reinsurance scheme, which supports
national short-time work schemes or subsidised wages.
 
MEPs also stress that the governments' spending decisions following the COVID-19 crisis
should focus on putting more into reversing climate change and boosting digitalisation. It must
also foster social, economic and environmental resilience and include investments, especially in
SMEs.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolutions
 
2020/2078(INI) / 2020/2079(INI)
 
Debate/vote: Wednesday, 21 October
 
Further information
Procedure file: Employment policies

Procedure file: Economic policies
Profile of rapporteur: Klára Dobrev (S&D, HU)
Profile of rapporteur: Joachim Schuster (S&D, DE)
Report on the Employment and Social Policies of the Euro area 2020
EP Publication: Recommendations on the economic policy of the euro area under the
European Semester - January 2020

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

13 I 29

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2078(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2079(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2079(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2079(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2078(INI)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197579/KLARA_DOBREV/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124837/JOACHIM_SCHUSTER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0183_EN.html
http://www.refreg.ep.parl.union.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2019/624429/IPOL_IDA(2019)624429_EN.pdf
http://www.refreg.ep.parl.union.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2019/624429/IPOL_IDA(2019)624429_EN.pdf


Parliament to propose binding legislation to
stop EU-driven global deforestation
 
To ensure that EU consumption does not lead to global
deforestation, MEPs are expected to request mandatory
due diligence for companies placing products on the EU
market.
 
There is currently no EU legislation prohibiting products that contribute to the destruction of
forests from being placed on the European market. Subsequently, consumers do not know
whether the products they buy contribute to deforestation.
 
MEPs are expected to say that voluntary initiatives have failed to halt global deforestation and
are therefore likely to call on the Commission to present EU legislation with binding measures to
halt and reverse EU-driven global deforestation.
 
The draft resolution stresses that a new EU legal framework should be based on traceability
requirements  and  mandatory  due  diligence,  meaning  companies  must  take  appropriate
measures to identify, prevent, mitigate, and account for how they address the issue. Companies
that place products on the EU market derived from commodities that endanger forests and
ecosystems should face penalties.
 
Background
 
Since 1990,  1.3 million km2 of  forests have been lost  -  an area larger  than South Africa.
Reversing deforestation is key to protecting biodiversity, creating carbon sinks and sustainably
supporting local communities. It is estimated that EU consumption represents around 10% of
global deforestation with palm oil, meat, soy, cocoa, eucalyptus, maize, timber, leather and
rubber among the main drivers of deforestation.
 
Procedure: Legislative initiative procedure
 
 2020/2006(INL)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 21 October 
 
Final vote: Thursday, 22 October
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http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5588e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5588e.pdf


Further information
Procedure file

EP press release: “Green Deal: measures to step up the fight against global deforestation”
(16.09.2020)

EP research: the European Union and Forests

EP research: Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation, biodiversity and cooperation
with the EU and international forums

EP research: An EU legal framework to halt and reverse EU-driven global deforestation:
European added value assessment
EPRS
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2006(INL)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2006(INL)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200910IPR86827/green-deal-measures-to-step-up-the-fight-against-global-deforestation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200910IPR86827/green-deal-measures-to-step-up-the-fight-against-global-deforestation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200910IPR86827/green-deal-measures-to-step-up-the-fight-against-global-deforestation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51911/doc_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51911/doc_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2020)654174
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2020)654174
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2020)659279


COVID-19: MEPs are set to urge the EU to help
close the digital gap in education
 
MEPs are expected to call on the Commission to urgently
propose measures to ensure that every pupil in the EU has
access to education in case of future lock-downs.
 
 
 
On Monday, MEPs will hold a debate and vote Wednesday on a resolution highlighting that up
to 32% of pupils did not have access to education during the COVID-19 lockdown in some EU
countries, due to a lack of digital infrastructure or equipment. During the debate, MEPs might
evaluate the Commission’s latest “education package” proposals.
 
They therefore intend to call for an urgent plan to remedy the severe inequalities in access to
education that were exacerbated by the pandemic. 
 
 
 
 Procedure: Question for oral answer, resolution
 
 2020/2760(RSP) 
 
Debate: Monday, 19 October
 
Vote: Wednesday, 21 October
 
Further information
Draft motion for a resolution “The future of European education in the context of Covid-19”
Press release on committee vote: MEPs call for measures to close the digital gap in education
(23.09.2020)
Profile of rapporteur : Sabine Verheyen (EPP,DE)

Procedure file

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/document-library-docs/deap-communication-sept2020_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-9-2020-0338_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200918IPR87428/covid-19-meps-call-for-measures-to-close-the-digital-gap-in-education
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200918IPR87428/covid-19-meps-call-for-measures-to-close-the-digital-gap-in-education
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/de/96756/SABINE_VERHEYEN/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/de/96756/SABINE_VERHEYEN/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2760(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2760(RSP)
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


How to mitigate the social and economic
consequences of the COVID-19 crisis
 
Employment losses in the EU and ways to foster economic
and social recovery from COVID-19 will be discussed with
Council and Commission, on Wednesday.
 
Instruments  to  protect  employment  and  income  in  times  of  economic  crisis,  the  SURE
programme,  the  proposals  announced  by  the  Commission  on  a  minimum  wage  and
unemployment reinsurance scheme, as well as a reinforced Youth Guarantee, are likely to be
among the issues addressed in the debate.
 
The  social  dimension  of  the  COVID-19  crisis  will  continue  to  be  closely  monitored  by
Parliament, in particular by its Employment and Social Affairs Committee. It also ranks high on
the agenda of the current trio of EU Council Presidencies consisting of Germany, Portugal and
Slovenia.
 
The EU unemployment rate was 7.4% in August 2020, up from 6.6% in the same month of
2019, according to Eurostat.
 
Council and Commission statements
 
2020/2792(RSP)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 21 October
 
Further information
Unemployment statistics in the EU-27 and euro area (Eurostat)
State of the Union debate with Commission President Ursula von der Leyen (16.09.2020)
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-policy-coordination/financial-assistance-eu/funding-mechanisms-and-facilities/sure_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-policy-coordination/financial-assistance-eu/funding-mechanisms-and-facilities/sure_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-9-2020-09-16-ITM-003_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-an-economy-that-works-for-people/file-a-european-funding-scheme-for-the-unemployed
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201002IPR88443/parliament-calls-on-member-states-to-fully-exploit-the-european-youth-guarantee
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/empl/home/highlights
https://www.eu2020.de/blob/2354332/d2f4bc33ade0af634ae79552060d6332/06-19-pdf-trioprogramme-en-data.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/10663603/3-01102020-AP-EN.pdf/f45c24be-3304-e6b7-80c8-04eae7529519
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Unemployment_statistics#Youth_unemployment
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-9-2020-09-16-ITM-003_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-9-2020-09-16-ITM-003_EN.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


The EU needs a comprehensive review of its
relations with Belarus
 
MEPs are set to adopt a wide range of recommendations
on how the EU should reassess its relations with Belarus,
on Wednesday.
 
 The new assessment takes into account developments both before and after the disputed
presidential elections held in the country on 9 August this year, which resulted in a popular
uprising against the current regime.
 
The text, prepared by the Foreign Affairs Committee, reiterates many aspects of the European
Parliament’s latest resolution on Belarus, adopted on 17 September,  such as the need to
organise new elections in a free and fair manner and impose travel bans and asset freezes on
officials  responsible  for  electoral  fraud  and  human  rights  violations,  including  President
Aliaksandr  Lukashenka.
 
Read more on the specific recommendations here.
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution 
 
2020/2081(INI) 
 
Debate: Tuesday, 20 October
 
Vote: Wednesday, 21 October
 
 
Further information
Press release: “Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya calls on MEPs to stand by the people of Belarus”
(21.09.2020)
Press release: “Belarus: prominent members of civil society urge the EU to show strong
support for the protests” (07.09.2020)
Press release: “David McAllister: European Parliament supports the people of Belarus
demanding change” (25.08.2020)
Procedure file
Profile of rapporteur Petras Auštrevičius (Renew Europe, LT)

The European Parliament's Delegation for relations with Belarus
EPRS
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200910IPR86829/meps-call-for-eu-sanctions-against-belarusian-president-and-navalny-s-poisoners
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200910IPR86829/meps-call-for-eu-sanctions-against-belarusian-president-and-navalny-s-poisoners
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200918IPR87426/the-eu-must-undertake-a-comprehensive-review-of-its-relations-with-belarus
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200921IPR87513/sviatlana-tsikhanouskaya-calls-on-meps-to-stand-by-the-people-of-belarus
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200921IPR87513/sviatlana-tsikhanouskaya-calls-on-meps-to-stand-by-the-people-of-belarus
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200904IPR86421/belarus-civil-society-urge-the-eu-to-show-strong-support-for-the-protests
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200904IPR86421/belarus-civil-society-urge-the-eu-to-show-strong-support-for-the-protests
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200825IPR85602/mcallister-european-parliament-supports-the-people-of-belarus-demanding-change
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200825IPR85602/mcallister-european-parliament-supports-the-people-of-belarus-demanding-change
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2081(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124766/PETRAS_AUSTREVICIUS/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124766/PETRAS_AUSTREVICIUS/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/d-by/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2020)659283
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


MEPs to reiterate support for Treaty on Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
 
 
 
 
Effective multilateralism and a rules-based international
order are essential to keep the world’s nuclear regime in
balance, MEPs are set to stress.
 
In a debate on Tuesday and a vote on Wednesday, Parliament is expected to recommend that
the Council and the EU foreign policy chief should reaffirm the EU’s and member states’ full
support to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), the most important
international instrument for regulating the nuclear regime in the last fifty years.
 
The  2020  Review  Conference  of  the  treaty  will  take  place  in  a  particularly  challenging
international security context; no progress has been made in the denuclearisation of the Korean
peninsula, the US has withdrawn from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) with
Iran, the INF Treaty has collapsed, and negotiations to extend the new START Treaty between
Russia and the US are at a stalemate.
 
Background
 
In force since 1970, the NPT is a multilateral treaty aimed at limiting the spread of nuclear
weapons.  According  to  the  Treaty,  the  non-nuclear  power  states  have  committed  to  not
acquiring  nuclear  weapons  and  the  states  with  nuclear  power  are  obliged  to  pursue
disarmament. One hundred and ninety one states are parties to the NPT, which the UN reviews
every five years. The next review is due in the first quarter of 2021.
 
 
Commission statement, resolution
 
Procedure code: 2020/2004(INI)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 20 October
 
Vote: Wednesday, 21 October
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https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13398.doc.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_166100.htm
https://meetings.unoda.org/meeting/npt-revcon-2020/


Further information
Draft report on the 2020 Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons Treaty (NPT) review process

Press release on the Committee vote: AFET adopts recommendation on EU stance on a key
nuclear arms control regime

Profile of rapporteur Sven Mikser (S&D, ET)
Procedure file

EPRS: Russia, arms control and non-proliferation (29.09.2020)

EPRS: EU-Iran: The way forward - Can the JCPOA survive the Trump presidency?
(07.07.2020)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0020_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0020_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200219IPR72920/afet-adopts-recommendation-on-eu-stance-on-a-key-nuclear-arms-control-regime
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200219IPR72920/afet-adopts-recommendation-on-eu-stance-on-a-key-nuclear-arms-control-regime
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200219IPR72920/afet-adopts-recommendation-on-eu-stance-on-a-key-nuclear-arms-control-regime
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197497/SVEN_MIKSER/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2004(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2004(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)652100
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)652100
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)652001
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)652001
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)652001
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Fostering gender equality in the EU’s foreign and
security policy
 
MEPs are set to call on the EU to recognise the pivotal role
women play in foreign policy and international security and
to adapt its policy in this field accordingly.
 
The non-legislative text will be up for a debate on Thursday and a vote on Friday. It calls on the
European External Action Service (EEAS), the Commission, the EU agencies and member
states to systematically integrate gender mainstreaming into the EU’s foreign and security
policy, whilst taking into account the multiple forms of discrimination (such as racism, sexism,
and classism) experienced by those who are marginalised.
 
The report also stresses that women play a pivotal role as peacebuilders in conflict-ridden
countries. Women’s equitable participation in EU foreign policy negotiation, and peace and
security processes is linked to greater economic prosperity and advancement of global security,
democracy and sustainable peace, MEPs say.
 
Background
 
Women remain largely underrepresented and undervalued in politics and decision-making
processes in the EU and worldwide, notably in the areas of foreign policy and international
security. Within the EU, six women hold the post of Defence Minister and only three out of 27
Foreign Ministers are women.
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
2019/2167(INI)
 
Debate: Thursday 22 October
 
Vote: Friday, 23 October
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Further information
Press release on committee vote (16.07.2020)

Procedure file
Profile of rapporteur Ernest Urtasun (Greens/EFA, ES)
Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200712IPR83211/fostering-gender-equality-in-the-eu-s-foreign-and-security-policy
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200712IPR83211/fostering-gender-equality-in-the-eu-s-foreign-and-security-policy
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2019/2167(INI)
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124972/ERNEST_URTASUN/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/home/highlights
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/home/highlights
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


MEPs may refuse discharge to the EESC and the
Council
 
Parliament will vote on Tuesday on recommendations not
to approve the European Economic and Social
Committee’s and the Council’s accounts for the budgetary
year 2018.
 
The European Economic and Social Committee has not shown progress in resolving an alleged
harassment case involving a senior member, as reported by OLAF in 2020, the draft report
says.
 
The Budgetary  Control  Committee  also  recommends that  the  Council  should  be  refused
discharge,  as  it  has  not  cooperated  in  the  discharge  procedure.  Parliament  has  denied
discharge  to  the  European  Council  and  the  Council  every  year  since  2011.
 
Background
 
In May, Plenary decided to postpone the decision to grant discharge to both institutions for
2018, to give them the opportunity to remedy shortcomings before autumn.
 
Procedure Code: 2019/2060(DEC), 2019/2057(DEC)
 
Vote: Tuesday, 20 October
 
Procedure: Discharge
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Further information
Draft report on discharge in respect of the implementation of the general budget of the
European Union for the financial year 2018, European Economic and Social Committee
Draft report on discharge in respect of the implementation of the general budget of the
European Union for the financial year 2018, European Council and Council

Press release on committee vote: Budgetary Control committee refuses discharge to EESC
and to the Council (01.10.2020)
Press release on plenary vote: Approving most of EU’s accounts, EP requests new measures
to protect EU spending (14.05.2020)

Profile of rapporteur Tomáš ZDECHOVSKÝ (EPP,CZ)

Procedure file - EESC
Procedure file - Council

Discharge procedure: how Parliament scrutinises the EU budget
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0188_EN.docx
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0188_EN.docx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0189_EN.docx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0189_EN.docx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0189_EN.docx
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200925IPR87941/budgetary-control-committee-refuses-discharge-to-eesc-and-to-the-council
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200925IPR87941/budgetary-control-committee-refuses-discharge-to-eesc-and-to-the-council
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200512IPR78919/approving-most-of-eu-s-accounts-ep-requests-new-measures-to-protect-eu-spending
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200512IPR78919/approving-most-of-eu-s-accounts-ep-requests-new-measures-to-protect-eu-spending
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200512IPR78919/approving-most-of-eu-s-accounts-ep-requests-new-measures-to-protect-eu-spending
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124713/TOMAS_ZDECHOVSKY/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124713/TOMAS_ZDECHOVSKY/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2060(DEC)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2057(DEC)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2057(DEC)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20150427STO46470/discharge-procedure-how-parliament-scrutinises-the-eu-budget
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20150427STO46470/discharge-procedure-how-parliament-scrutinises-the-eu-budget
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Visa reciprocity with the US: MEPs to urge the
Commission to comply with EU law
 
Parliament is increasingly frustrated that citizens of four
EU member states still need a visa to travel to the US, while
all US nationals can enter Europe visa-free.
 
MEPs will quiz the Commission on Monday as to why it has not proposed reintroducing visa
requirements to the US, given that the country continues to demand that nationals of Bulgaria,
Croatia, Cyprus and Romania must hold a visa to enter its territory. All other EU citizens are
visa-exempted for short stays in the US (up to 90 days in any 180-day period), as are US
nationals when visiting the European Union.
 
Following the debate, plenary will vote on the draft resolution prepared by the Civil Liberties
Committee on Wednesday (annoucement of results on Thursday).
 
Background
 
According to the EU reciprocity mechanism, if a third country does not lift the visa requirements
for EU nationals within 24 months of being formally notified that it is not reciprocating visa
arrangements, the EU Commission must adopt a delegated act suspending the visa waiver for
its nationals for 12 months. Both the European Parliament and the Council could object to such
a delegated act.
 
The situation of non-reciprocity affecting Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus and Romania was formally
raised on 12 April 2014 (at the time, Poland was also affected, but Polish citizens can travel to
the US visa-free since last year), so the deadline for the Commission to act expired on 12 April
2016.
 
The Parliament already asked the Commission to comply with the rules in a plenary resolution
adopted in March 2017.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
 2020/2605(RSP) 
 
Debate: Monday, 19 October
 
Vote: Wednesday, 21 October (annoucement of results on Thursday)
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/LIBE/QO/2020/07-13/1200867EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/LIBE/RE/2020/07-13/1200855EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R1806
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A12012E290
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A12012E290
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170227IPR64156/parliament-asks-eu-commission-to-press-for-full-us-eu-visa-reciprocity


Further information
State of play as regards the situation of non-reciprocity in the area of visa policy (European
Commission, 23.03.2020)

EP resolution of 2 March 2017 on obligations of the Commission in the field of visa reciprocity

Press release on committee vote (14.07.2020)

Profile of rapporteur: Juan Fernando López Aguilar (S&D, ES)

Procedure file
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20200323_com-2020-119-communication_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20200323_com-2020-119-communication_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20200323_com-2020-119-communication_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2017-0060_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2017-0060_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200712IPR83210/visa-reciprocity-with-the-us-the-commission-must-comply-with-eu-law-and-act
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200712IPR83210/visa-reciprocity-with-the-us-the-commission-must-comply-with-eu-law-and-act
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96812/JUAN+FERNANDO_LOPEZ+AGUILAR/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96812/JUAN+FERNANDO_LOPEZ+AGUILAR/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2605(RSP)
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


MEPs to debate police brutality in member
states
 
MEPs are likely to raise incidents of alleged excessive or
unjustified use of police force and to insist that all abuse
should be punished, in a debate on Tuesday.
 
The case of Jozef Chovanec, a Slovak citizen who died after being held in custody at Charleroi
airport in February 2018, is likely to be raised.
 
In June 2020, in relation to the killing of George Floyd in the US and peaceful protests against
racism and police brutality across the world, MEPs stressed that actions by law enforcement
authorities should always be “lawful, proportionate, necessary and the last resort” and noted
that “excessive use of force against crowds contravenes the principle of proportionality”. They
called for an end to racial and ethnic profiling practices, and for increased diversity within police
forces, which should also receive better training on anti-racism and anti-discrimination.
 
Debate: Tuesday, 20 October
 
Further information
Statement by the EP President  (14.9.2020)
European Parliament resolution of 19 June 2020 on the anti-racism protests following the
death of George Floyd
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/newsroom/rule-of-law-is-a-fundamental-eu-value--we-need-clarity-about-death-of-jozef-chovanec
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0173_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0173_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0173_EN.html


Member states selling EU passports: debate in
plenary
 
MEPs will quiz the Commission about possible measures
to stop third-country criminals from buying EU citizenship
documents or visas to access EU territory.
 
The debate, scheduled on Thursday, follows a recent scandal in Cyprus. High-ranking Cypriot
officials, including the Speaker of the national Parliament, were secretly recorded offering to
assist a fictional Chinese executive with a criminal record to get a Cypriot passport through the
national “citizenship by investment” scheme. The Cypriot President subsequently announced
that the programme will be halted.
 
Cyprus is  one of  three EU member states -Malta and Bulgaria are the others-  where it  is
possible to get citizenship in exchange for an investment, the so-called “golden passports”. As
many as 19 EU countries operate “residence by investment” programmes, known as “golden
visas”. MEPs have repeatedly warned that these schemes have been linked to corruption, tax
evasion and money laundering, and have complained about their lack of transparency.
 
In January 2019, the European Commission established a group of experts with representatives
of all EU member states to develop common standards and guidelines on these issues. After
four meetings last year, the group has so far not met in 2020.
 
Commission statement, without resolution
 
Debate: Thursday, 22 October
 
Further information
European Commission report on Investor Citizenship and Residence Schemes in the
European Union (23.01.2019)

EP Research Service: Citizenship by investment (CBI) and residency by investment (RBI)
schemes in the EU (17.10.2018)
Debate in plenary on EU values and the proliferation of corruption and crime through “golden
visas” (30.05.2018)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://twitter.com/CYpresidency/status/1315936244950609920
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0240_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/eu-citizenship/eu-citizenship/activities-group-member-state-experts-investor-citizenship-and-residence-schemes_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/report-commission-european-parliament-council-european-economic-and-social-committee-and-committee-regions-investor-citizenship-and-residence-schemes-european-union_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/report-commission-european-parliament-council-european-economic-and-social-committee-and-committee-regions-investor-citizenship-and-residence-schemes-european-union_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/report-commission-european-parliament-council-european-economic-and-social-committee-and-committee-regions-investor-citizenship-and-residence-schemes-european-union_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2018)627128
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2018)627128
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-8-2018-05-30-ITM-019_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-8-2018-05-30-ITM-019_EN.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
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•
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•
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Other topics on agenda
 
Other topics for debate and vote include the following:
 

Mobilisation  of  the  European  Globalisation  Adjustment  Fund:  application
EGF/2020/001 ES/Galicia shipbuilding ancillary sectors - Report: Valerie Hayer, vote
Monday 
 Recommendation to the Council and the VPC/HR concerning the Implementation
and governance of Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) - Report: Radosław
Sikorski, debate Mon, vote Tue -  Report on a European Parliament recommendation
to the Council and the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy concerning the implementation and
governance of Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) 
Report on the implementation of the EU Association Agreement with the Republic of
Moldova - Report: Dragoş Tudorache, debate Monday, vote Tuesday 
Commission  statement  -  State  of  the  Energy  Union,  Commission  statement,
Thursday   
Commission statement - Aligning the Energy Charta Treaty with the European Green
Deal, Commission statement, Thursday 
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