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• Resolution to protect democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights in all member states

• The EU is “structurally ill-equipped” to tackle backsliding on its founding values

• Parliament’s proposal has preventive and corrective aspects

MEPs expect the Commission to respond to their comprehensive proposal for an EU-wide annual monitoring mechanism
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Annual country-specific recommendations are needed that could trigger the mechanism
protecting EU values, infringement proceedings and budgetary conditionality.
 
In a resolution adopted on Wednesday with 521 votes to 152 and 21 abstentions, the European
Parliament  puts  forward  its  proposal  for  an  EU  mechanism  to  protect  and  strengthen
democracy,  the  rule  of  law  and  fundamental  rights.
 
The need for an effective mechanism
 
The text reiterates MEPs’ concerns regarding “the rise and entrenchment of autocratic and
illiberal tendencies”, further compounded by COVID-19, as well as “corruption, disinformation
and state capture”, in several EU countries. It also states that the EU lacks the necessary tools
to address an “unprecedented and escalating crisis of its founding values”, pointing to Council’s
inability to make meaningful progress in ongoing Article 7 procedures and noting that this is
“enabling continued divergence”.
 
To effectively protect the European Union’s legal order, the fundamental rights of its citizens,
and its international credibility from the deterioration of Article 2 values, MEPs propose an
evidence-based tool that would apply equally, objectively and fairly to all member states while
respecting the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality.
 
An interinstitutional agreement for an “Annual Monitoring Cycle on Union values”
 
The new “Annual Monitoring Cycle” must include preventive and corrective aspects revolving
around  country-specific  recommendations,  with  timelines  and  targets  linked  to  concrete
measures,  including  Article  7  procedures,  infringement  proceedings,  and  budgetary
conditionality (once in force). Parliament’s proposal would consolidate and supersede existing
mechanisms, such as the recent EC Rule of Law Report.
 
Quote
 
“Our proposal replaces and complements several tools that have proven to be ineffective, with a
single Annual Monitoring Cycle. Failure to address serious issues identified in this context could
lead to specific corrective measures, which would be more efficient than our current, incoherent
framework, especially once linked to budgetary conditionality. Concluding an inter-institutional
agreement would send a powerful signal that the EU is serious about protecting its constitutional
foundations”, said rapporteur Michal Šimečka (Renew, SK).
 
Next steps
 
MEPs will be waiting for the Commission to table a proposal on the basis of this resolution.
 
Background
 
Parliament has asked since 2016 for a permanent mechanism to protect democracy and the
rule  of  law.  The House has insisted since 2018 that  such a new tool  should be linked to
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A12012M007
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/treaty/teu_2012/art_2/oj
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1756
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/103746/MICHAL_SIMECKA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-area-of-justice-and-fundamental-rights/file-eu-mechanism-on-democracy-the-rule-of-law-and-fundamental-rights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-new-push-for-european-democracy/file-mff-protection-of-eu-budget-in-case-of-rule-of-law-deficiencies/05-2020


protecting the European Union’s budget when a member state consistently fails to respect the
rule of law. MEPs have also referenced the European Semester as a useful existing resource to
draw upon.
 

Contacts 
 
 

Further information
Adopted text (07.10.2020)

Video recording of the debate (05.10.2020)
Procedure file
Rule of law concerns in member states: how the EU can act (infographic)

The European rule of law mechanism - EC factsheet
EP Research Briefing: “European added value of an EU mechanism on democracy, the rule of
law and fundamental rights - Preliminary assessment” (30.09.2020)

EP Research Briefing: “Protecting the rule of law in the EU: Existing mechanisms and possible
improvements” (06.11.2019)
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2020-european-semester-country-specific-recommendations-commission-recommendations_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2072(INL)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20180222STO98434/rule-of-law-concerns-how-the-eu-can-act-infographic
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20180222STO98434/rule-of-law-concerns-how-the-eu-can-act-infographic
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/2020-rule-law-report-factsheet_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2020)654186
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2020)654186
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2020)654186
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642280
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642280
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642280
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/rule-of-law_10601_pk
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