
 

Newsletter
23-26 November 2020
plenary session
 
EU consumers will soon be able to defend their rights collectively 
Groups of consumers harmed by illegal practices will soon be able to launch collective
action and seek compensation.
 
 
Media freedom: concern over attempts to silence critics, attacks on
journalists 
MEPs fear that media pluralism is at risk in several EU member states and warn of the
increasing pressure and harassment faced by journalists.
 
 
MEPs to advocate for EU consumers’ “right to repair” 
Parliament will debate and vote on ways to boost sustainability by promoting reuse and
repair and by tackling practices that shorten the lifetime of products.
 
 
More action needed to remove unsafe products and services from
EU market 
To better protect consumers, MEPs will address the issue of products that contain
dangerous chemicals, have unsafe software, or pose other safety hazards.
 
 
MEPs to comment on New Consumer Agenda 
On Monday, MEPs and Commission are set to discuss EU plans on consumer policy
until 2025, including the role of consumers in the green and digital transitions.
 
 
Fundamental rights in the EU are deteriorating, MEPs set to say 
Parliament will debate on Tuesday and vote on Wednesday on its annual report for
2018-2019 on the state of fundamental rights across the EU.
 
 
MEPs to push for EU goal to end homelessness by 2030 
On Monday, Parliament will vote on  ways to fight homelessness and eradicate
housing exclusion in the EU.
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COVID-19: Parliament wants a fully functional Schengen area 
Restrictions to freedom of movement within the EU should remain an exception during
the pandemic, MEPs say.
 
 
Parliament set to condemn the de facto ban on abortion in Poland 
MEPs are expected to denounce the ruling of the Polish Constitutional Tribunal, which
effectively bans abortion.
 
 
December EU summit to deal with vaccines, terrorism, climate
protection targets 
MEPs will discuss the main topics of the upcoming European Council meeting on
Wednesday morning with Commission President von der Leyen and the German
Presidency.
 
 
Taking stock of the May 2019 EP elections to shape the future of the
EU 
Parliament is expected to adopt a resolution comprising lessons learnt from the 2019
European elections, which also addresses the current state of pending reforms.
 
 
Parliament presents its blueprint for a new industrial strategy 
A shift in the EU’s approach to industrial policy would help businesses cope with the
crisis and face the digital and environmental transitions, MEPs set to say.
 
 
Parliament to debate new pharmaceutical strategy for Europe 
Improving access to safe and affordable medicines and supporting innovation in the
EU’s pharmaceutical industry will be debated with Commissioner Kyriakides on
Thursday.
 
 
MEPs to vote on candidate for top body of the European Central
Bank 
On Monday, the plenary will vote on whether Dutchman Frank Elderson should join the
Executive Board of the European Central Bank.
 
 
COVID-19 and natural disasters: €823 million in EU aid for eight
member states 
In a vote on Tuesday, MEPs are set to approve €823 million in EU aid following the
earthquake in Croatia, floods in Poland, and to help tackle the coronavirus crisis.
 
 
 
MEPs to debate the situation in Turkish-occupied northern Cyprus 
MEPs will debate the political situation in Cyprus, including the partial re-opening of
Varosha, with EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell.
 
 
COVID-19 and foreign policy: EU must engage more on world stage
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MEPs are set to call on the EU to better defend and protect its values and interests at
international level and to help restore a global rules-based order.
 
 
Deal with US on lobsters to clear Parliament 
Parliament is set to agree to a mini trade deal with the US that eliminates customs
duties on US lobsters.
 
 
MEPs to welcome Abraham Accords as new prospect of peace in the
Middle East 
The geopolitical implications of the Abraham Accords in the Middle East region will be
debated with EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell on Tuesday.
 
 
Crimes against journalists must not go unpunished: debate with
Josep Borrell 
MEPs are set to reaffirm their commitment to defend the right to freedom of expression
and guarantees to protect journalists, on Tuesday.
 
 
Violence against women: debate on the Istanbul Convention 
Concerned by the rise in domestic violence during the pandemic, MEPs are set to urge
member states that have not yet ratified the Istanbul Convention to do so immediately.
 
 
Parliament to discuss development effectiveness and efficiency of
aid 
MEPs to debate and vote on how to better coordinate development aid to help partner
countries hit the Sustainable Development Goals and realise the UN 2030 Agenda.
 
 
Human rights and democracy resolutions 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human rights, democracy and rule
of law topics on Thursday morning, followed by votes later the same day.
 
 
Other topics on the agenda
 
 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2020-11-23
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EU consumers will soon be able to defend their
rights collectively
 
Groups of consumers harmed by illegal practices will soon
be able to launch collective action and seek compensation.
 
Following the agreement reached by EP negotiators and EU ministers in June, Parliament is set
to approve the Council position on representative actions on Wednesday.
 
The new rules, debated by the House on Tuesday morning, will require member states to put in
place representative action mechanisms that guarantee consumers are well protected against
mass  harm,  while  ensuring  appropriate  safeguards  from abusive  lawsuits.  This  will  give
consumers new rights to seek injunction or redress measures collectively through qualified
entities (e.g. consumer organisations or public bodies) and improve their access to justice.
 
The  directive  distinguishes  between  domestic  and  cross-border  actions,  with  a  set  of
harmonised criteria for designating qualified entities for cross-border actions. It will apply to
representative actions brought on or after its date of application.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure
 
2018/0089(COD)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 24 November
 
Vote results: Wednesday, 24 November
 
Further information
Council position at first reading (06/11/2020)

Press release on plenary vote (26.03.2019)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200619IPR81613/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/11/04/collective-redress-for-consumers-council-adopts-position-at-first-reading/
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0089(COD)&l=en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-9573-2020-REV-1/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-9573-2020-REV-1/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190321IPR32135/new-rules-to-help-consumers-join-forces-to-seek-compensation
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Media freedom: concern over attempts to silence
critics, attacks on journalists
 
MEPs fear that media pluralism is at risk in several EU
member states and warn of the increasing pressure and
harassment faced by journalists.
 
Plenary will hold a debate on Monday on the state of media freedom in the EU. MEPs will then
vote on a resolution, focussing particularly on political interference, the protection of journalists,
threats such as the proliferation of hate speech and disinformation, and the role of internet
platforms.
 
The draft text adopted by the Civil Liberties Committee highlights the “attempts by governments
of some member states to silence critical and independent media” and insists that no EU funds
should be channelled to government-controlled outlets or to finance propaganda.
 
Hungarian interference in the media in Slovenia and North Macedonia 
 
In  a  separate  debate  on  Wednesday,  MEPs  will  discuss  with  Council  and  Commission
representatives the Hungarian interference in the media in Slovenia and North Macedonia.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
2020/2009(INI)
 
Debate:  Monday,  23  November  (media  freedom  in  EU)  and  Wednesday,  25  November
(Hungarian  intererence)
 
Voting results: Wednesday, 25 November
 
Further information
Profile of rapporteur: Magdalena Adamowicz (EPP, PL)
Procedure file
Protecting press freedom during the Covid-19 pandemic

EP resolution on Media pluralism and media freedom in the European Union (3.05.2018)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0205_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201024IPR90116/meps-warn-of-attempts-by-some-eu-countries-to-silence-and-subdue-critical-media
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201024IPR90116/meps-warn-of-attempts-by-some-eu-countries-to-silence-and-subdue-critical-media
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2009(INI)
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197490/MAGDALENA_ADAMOWICZ/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2009(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/world/20200423STO77709/protecting-press-freedom-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/world/20200423STO77709/protecting-press-freedom-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0204_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0204_EN.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/press-freedom-in-eu_13601_pk


MEPs to advocate for EU consumers’ “right to
repair”
 
Parliament will debate and vote on ways to boost
sustainability by promoting reuse and repair and by
tackling practices that shorten the lifetime of products.
 
The debate will take place on Monday and the vote on Wednesday.
 
In the draft resolution on a more sustainable Single Market, MEPs call on the Commission to
grant consumers a “right to repair” by making repairs more appealing, systematic, and cost-
efficient, be it through guarantees for replaced parts or better access to information on repair
and maintenance.
 
They also insist on increasing support for second-hand goods markets, ask for measures to
tackle practices that intentionally shorten the lifetime of a product, and endorse sustainable
production. MEPs reiterate their demand for a common charger system to reduce electronic
waste  and consider  whether  products  and services should  be labelled according to  their
durability (e.g. a usage meter and clear information on the estimated lifespan of a product).
 
Procedure: Own-initiative procedure (INI)
 
2020/2021(INI)
 
Debate: Monday, 23 November 
 
Voting results: Wednesday, 25 November
 
 
 
Further information
Draft resolution “Towards a more sustainable single market for business and consumers”
Press release on committee vote: “EU consumers should enjoy a “right to repair”” (26.10.2020)
Procedure file
Rapporteur David Cormand (Greens/EFA, FR)
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0209_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0209_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200128IPR71205/parliament-wants-binding-rules-on-common-chargers-to-be-tabled-by-summer
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2021(INI)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0209_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201024IPR90101/
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2021(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197503/DAVID_CORMAND/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197503/DAVID_CORMAND/home


More action needed to remove unsafe products
and services from EU market
 
To better protect consumers, MEPs will address the issue
of products that contain dangerous chemicals, have unsafe
software, or pose other safety hazards.
 
The debate will take place on Monday and the vote on Wednesday.
 
In the draft resolution, MEPs emphasise that all products circulating within the EU must comply
with product safety rules – whether manufactured inside or outside the EU – in order to assure
fairer competition between companies, guarantee traceability, and provide reliable product
information to consumers. If rules are not respected, products and services must be recalled
from the EU market, MEPs insist. They were also particularly concerned that online platforms
and marketplaces take proactive measures to tackle misleading practices.
 
Procedure: Own-initiative procedure
 
2019/2190(INI)
 
Debate: Monday, 23 November 
 
Voting results: Wednesday, 25 November
 
Further information
Draft resolution on addressing product safety in the single market

Rapporteur Marion Walsmann (EPP, DE)

Procedure file

Press release on committee vote (26.10.2020)
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2190(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0207_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0207_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197429/MARION_WALSMANN/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197429/MARION_WALSMANN/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2190(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2190(INI)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201024IPR90101/


MEPs to comment on New Consumer Agenda
 
On Monday, MEPs and Commission are set to discuss EU
plans on consumer policy until 2025, including the role of
consumers in the green and digital transitions.
 
The Commission presented its New Consumer Agenda on 13 November, addressing the long-
term consumer policy challenges and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on consumers. The
debate is likely to focus on responses to consumer vulnerabilities, the effective enforcement of
consumer rights, as well as options to stimulate more sustainable consumer habits.
 
Commission statement 
 
Debate: Monday, 23 November
 
Further information
Press release: Consumer protection: Committee welcomes New Consumer Agenda

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

9 I 30

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2069
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201105IPR90925/
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Fundamental rights in the EU are deteriorating,
MEPs set to say
 
Parliament will debate on Tuesday and vote on Wednesday
on its annual report for 2018-2019 on the state of
fundamental rights across the EU.
 
MEPs are expected to warn against the deterioration of fundamental rights and EU values, and
underline the critical need for a mechanism on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental
rights.
 
Among other topics: the draft text:
 

stresses that  people  in  disadvantaged groups have been affected the  most  by
austerity, and calls for economic policies that take social standards into account; 
condemns the “organised backlash” against gender equality, women’s rights, and
sexual and reproductive health and rights, as well as the array of persistent forms of
violence against women; 
highlights that the use of hate speech has become more and more normalised and
that different forms of racism are displayed not just by extremists but also by some
political leaders and members of government; 
condemns attacks  on  media  freedom,  independence and pluralism,  as  well  as
against  journalists; 
expresses grave concern about violent pushbacks of refugees and the humanitarian
situation in hotspots; 
criticises the efforts by some governments to weaken the separation of powers and
the independence of the judiciary;  and 
calls  on member states to refrain from adopting laws restricting the freedom of
assembly and condemns disproportionate violent  interventions.
 

Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
2019/2199(INI)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 24 November
 
Voting results: Wednesday 25 November
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201002IPR88432/parliament-demands-a-legally-binding-effective-mechanism-to-protect-eu-values
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201002IPR88432/parliament-demands-a-legally-binding-effective-mechanism-to-protect-eu-values
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2199(INI)


Further information
Press release on committee vote (17.11.2020)

Rapporteur: Clare Daly (GUE/NGL, EI)

Procedure file

Commission's annual report on the on the application of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights
in 2018

EU Fundamental Rights Agency: 2018 Report

EU Fundamental Rights Agency: 2019 Report

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, videos and audio material - Rule of Law

Free photos, videos and audio material - Press Freedom in the EU
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201113IPR91603/protect-eu-fundamental-rights-in-all-their-diversity
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201113IPR91603/protect-eu-fundamental-rights-in-all-their-diversity
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197731/CLARE_DALY/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197731/CLARE_DALY/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2199(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2199(INI)
https://ec.europa.eu/info/aid-development-cooperation-fundamental-rights/your-rights-eu/eu-charter-fundamental-rights/application-charter/annual-reports-application-charter_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/aid-development-cooperation-fundamental-rights/your-rights-eu/eu-charter-fundamental-rights/application-charter/annual-reports-application-charter_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/aid-development-cooperation-fundamental-rights/your-rights-eu/eu-charter-fundamental-rights/application-charter/annual-reports-application-charter_en
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/fundamental-rights-report-2018
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/fundamental-rights-report-2018
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2019/fundamental-rights-report-2019
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2019/fundamental-rights-report-2019
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/rule-of-law_14501_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/rule-of-law_14501_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/press-freedom-in-eu_13601_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/press-freedom-in-eu_13601_pk


MEPs to push for EU goal to end homelessness by
2030
 
On Monday, Parliament will vote on  ways to fight
homelessness and eradicate housing exclusion in the EU.
 
 
The draft text, prepared by the Committee on Petitions, highlights the precarious living situation
of over 700,000 persons who face homelessness each night in Europe, representing a 70%
increase over a decade. It stresses that housing is a fundamental human right and calls for
stronger action from the Commission and member states in order to end homelessness in the
EU by 2030. To achieve this goal, Parliament recommends increasing funding for member
states, working on prevention and early intervention, providing equal access to healthcare and
education,  supporting  labour  market  integration,  decriminalising  homelessness,  and
implementing  long-term  national  homelessness  strategies.
 
Procedure: Resolutions on topical subjects 
 
2020/2802(RSP)
 
Voting results: Monday, 23 November
 
Further information
Press release on committee vote (10.11.2020)

Petition No 0546/2020 on tackling homelessness rates in the European Union

More information on Homelessness (European Commission)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.feantsa.org/en/report/2020/07/23/fifth-overview-of-housing-exclusion-in-europe-2020?bcParent=27
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2802(RSP)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201106IPR91005/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201106IPR91005/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/petitions/en/petition/content/0546%252F2020/html/Petition-No-0546%252F2020-by-Julia-Boehme-%2528Swedish%2529-on-tackling-homelessness-rates-in-the-European-Union
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/petitions/en/petition/content/0546%252F2020/html/Petition-No-0546%252F2020-by-Julia-Boehme-%2528Swedish%2529-on-tackling-homelessness-rates-in-the-European-Union
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1061&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1061&langId=en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


COVID-19: Parliament wants a fully functional
Schengen area
 
Restrictions to freedom of movement within the EU should
remain an exception during the pandemic, MEPs say.
 
On Monday, Parliament is set to adopt a text highlighting the need for a swift return to a fully
functional Schengen area. The Schengen rules and legislation should be respected in order to
avoid a fragmented EU approach, MEPs say. The text also points to the negative effects that
internal border closures in the EU have on citizens in border regions and cross-border workers,
as well as students and couples living in different countries.
 
MEPs also call for better coordination and cooperation, compatibility between tracing apps, and
access to reliable, updated, multilingual information on travel restrictions and safety measures
across the EU.
 
Procedure: Resolutions on topical subjects
 
Procedure Code: 2020/2801(RSP) 
 
Voting results: Tuesday, 24 November
 
 
 
Further information
Petition No 0653/2020 on the Schengen system and measures taken during the COVID-19
crisis

EP Research Service: The impact of coronavirus on Schengen borders (27.04.2020)

EP Press release: Closure of borders: Civil Liberties Chair demands proportionality and
coordination within the EU (16.03.2020)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2801(RSP)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/petitions/en/petition/content/0653%252F2020/html/Petition-No-0653%252F2020-by-Lutz-Ren%25C3%25A9-Jusczyk-%2528Belgian%2529%252C-on-behalf-of-the-Open-Borders-Europe-association%252C-bearing-2%25C2%25A0signatures%252C-on-the-Schengen-system-and-measures-taken-during-the-COVID-19-crisis
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/petitions/en/petition/content/0653%252F2020/html/Petition-No-0653%252F2020-by-Lutz-Ren%25C3%25A9-Jusczyk-%2528Belgian%2529%252C-on-behalf-of-the-Open-Borders-Europe-association%252C-bearing-2%25C2%25A0signatures%252C-on-the-Schengen-system-and-measures-taken-during-the-COVID-19-crisis
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/petitions/en/petition/content/0653%252F2020/html/Petition-No-0653%252F2020-by-Lutz-Ren%25C3%25A9-Jusczyk-%2528Belgian%2529%252C-on-behalf-of-the-Open-Borders-Europe-association%252C-bearing-2%25C2%25A0signatures%252C-on-the-Schengen-system-and-measures-taken-during-the-COVID-19-crisis
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)649347
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)649347
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200316IPR75003/closure-of-borders-civil-liberties-chair-demands-proportionality-coordination
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200316IPR75003/closure-of-borders-civil-liberties-chair-demands-proportionality-coordination
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Parliament set to condemn the de facto ban on
abortion in Poland
 
MEPs are expected to denounce the ruling of the Polish
Constitutional Tribunal, which effectively bans abortion.
 
The debate takes place on Wednesday, with the vote on the resolution on Thursday.
 
Following a legal challenge by MPs from the ruling Law and Justice party against the 1993 law
permitting abortion in  cases of  severe foetal  disabilities,  Poland’s  Constitutional  Tribunal
declared the law unconstitutional  last  October.
 
MEPs are likely to condemn this decision by a country that already had one of the strictest
abortion laws in the EU, and to call on the Polish Government to guarantee every woman’s right
to her own personal choice in such cases.
 
Background
 
Article  7  proceedings regarding the rule  of  law in  Poland have been underway since the
Commission’s proposal in 2017 (backed by Parliament in 2018), with a focus on concerns about
the independence of the judiciary and the legitimacy of the Constitutional Tribunal.
 
Last September, in its resolution that called on the Council to “finally act”, Parliament strongly
criticised attempts to “prohibit abortion in cases of severe or fatal foetal impairment, thereby
drastically limiting and, in practice, coming close to banning access to abortion care”.
 
Council and Commission statements, with resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday 25 November
 
Voting results: Thursday 26 November
 
Further information
Statement - leading MEPs against the de facto ban on abortion (22.10.2020)
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20180222STO98434/rule-of-law-concerns-how-the-eu-can-act-infographic
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/document.cfm?action=display&doc_id=49108
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180226IPR98615/rule-of-law-in-poland-parliament-supports-eu-action
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200910IPR86860/poland-council-has-to-finally-act-to-protect-minorities-and-the-rule-of-law
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201022IPR89930/
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


December EU summit to deal with vaccines,
terrorism, climate protection targets
 
MEPs will discuss the main topics of the upcoming
European Council meeting on Wednesday morning with
Commission President von der Leyen and the German
Presidency.
 
In their 10-11 December meeting, European leaders plan to assess the overall coordination
effort to combat the COVID-19 pandemic, including work on vaccines and testing, and return to
the issue of climate change with a view to agreeing a new EU emissions reduction target for
2030. Furthermore, they will address the fight against terrorism and violent extremism.
 
MEPs are also likely to mention the situation in the Eastern Mediterranean and relations with
Turkey, and some are likely to urge Council to sign off the EU long-term budget which was
provisionally agreed between Parliament and Council negotiators on 10 November.
 
Council and Commission statements
 
Debate: Wednesday, 25 November
 
Further information
EP Press Release: Compromise on long-term EU budget (10.11.2020)

EP Press Release on plenary vote on the Climate Law (11.09.2020)

EP Hearing: MEPs seek answers from industry representatives (22.09.2020)
European Council Website
EP Multimedia Centre :free photos, videos and audio material
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Taking stock of the May 2019 EP elections to
shape the future of the EU
 
Parliament is expected to adopt a resolution comprising
lessons learnt from the 2019 European elections, which
also addresses the current state of pending reforms.
 
The resolution analyses the results of the May 2019 European elections and considers the
present state of reforms initiated by Parliament and adopted in 2018. According to the draft text,
the EU should build on the momentum that led to an increase in turnout and youth participation ,
which  could  be  achieved  by  creating  a  real  European  political  space.  To  this  end,  the
Spitzenkandidaten process, the issue of transnational lists, national electoral law harmonisation,
and EU institutional reforms are among the topics assessed.
 
To  enhance  democracy  and  consolidate  European  citizenship,  the  member  states  must
guarantee an equal vote and representation for all citizens. The resolution also welcomes the
upcoming Conference on the Future of Europe that could address issues related to democratic
processes and institutional matters.
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
2020/2088(INI)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 23 November
 
Voting results: Thursday, 26 November 
 
Further information
Draft resolution
Press release on committee vote (28.10.2020)

Profile of the rapporteur: Pascal Durand (Renew, FR)

Procedure file
EP Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs study - Europeanising
European Public Spheres (15.06.2020)

EPRS briefing - European Union electoral law: Current situation and historical background
(17.10.2019)
EPRS briefing - Role and election of the President of the European Commission (12.07.2019)

EPRS study - The European Elections of May 2019: Electoral systems and outcomes
(29.07.2019)
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/election-results-2019/en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-union-of-democratic-change/file-reform-of-the-electoral-law-of-the-eu
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180628IPR06818/parliament-backs-a-modernised-eu-electoral-law
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200615IPR81226/conference-on-future-of-europe-should-start-as-soon-as-possible-in-autumn-2020
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0211_EN.html
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2020)654628
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)637983
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)637983
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2020)652037
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2020)652037
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Parliament presents its blueprint for a new
industrial strategy
 
A shift in the EU’s approach to industrial policy would help
businesses cope with the crisis and face the digital and
environmental transitions, MEPs set to say.
 
In a debate on Monday and vote on Wednesday, Parliament is set to call on the Commission to
come up with a revised industrial strategy, replacing the one published in March 2020, in the
early days of the COVID-19 pandemic and before the Next Generation EU plan was set up.
 
The new strategy should contribute to recovery from the current economic crisis, and help
reconstruct and transform European industry. In addition, it  should help the EU to achieve
climate-neutrality, deliver on the European Green Deal, manage the twin green and digital
transitions and create high-quality jobs.
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
2020/2076(INI)
 
Debate: Monday, 23 November 
 
Voting results: Wednesday, 25 November
 
Further information
Draft report on a New Industrial Strategy for Europe

Press release on committee vote (16.10.2020)
New EU industrial strategy: the challenges to tackle
Profile of rapporteur Carlo Calenda (S&D, IT)

Procedure file
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197617/CARLO_CALENDA/home
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Parliament to debate new pharmaceutical
strategy for Europe
 
Improving access to safe and affordable medicines and
supporting innovation in the EU’s pharmaceutical industry
will be debated with Commissioner Kyriakides on
Thursday.
 
Following the adoption by the Commission of the new EU pharmaceutical strategy on Tuesday,
MEPs will  debate how to improve and accelerate patients’  access to safe and affordable
medicines and how to support innovation in the EU pharmaceutical industry on Thursday with
Stella Kyriakides, European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety.
 
Parliament is expected to examine the extent to which the Commission has adopted their
requests.  These  include  stepping  up  efforts  to  tackle  medicine  shortages  –  a  problem
exacerbated  by  COVID-19  –  and  moving  towards  a  more  sensible  use  and  disposal  of
pharmaceuticals  in  order  to  prevent  risks  to  the  environment  and  public  health.
 
Earlier this month, Parliament adopted its position on the EU4Health Programme after having
secured a tripling of the budget to 5.1 billion EUR in the compromise on the EU’s long-term
budget.
 
Commission statement
 
Debate: Thursday, 26 November 
 
 
Further information
EP press release: “MEPs welcome proposals for a European Health Union” (17.11.2020)

EP press release: “EU4Health: MEPs pave the way for an effective EU health programme”
(13.11.2020)
EP press release: “COVID-19: EU must step up efforts to tackle medicine shortages”
(17.09.2020)

EP press release: “Parliament wants the EU to tackle pharmaceutical pollution” (17.09.2020)

EP Research: “A pharmaceutical strategy for Europe: First steps”
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200910IPR86823/covid-19-eu-must-step-up-efforts-to-tackle-medicine-shortages
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200910IPR86826/parliament-wants-the-eu-to-tackle-pharmaceutical-pollution
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200910IPR86826/parliament-wants-the-eu-to-tackle-pharmaceutical-pollution
https://epthinktank.eu/2020/06/24/a-pharmaceutical-strategy-for-europe-first-steps/
https://epthinktank.eu/2020/06/24/a-pharmaceutical-strategy-for-europe-first-steps/


MEPs to vote on candidate for top body of the
European Central Bank
 
On Monday, the plenary will vote on whether Dutchman
Frank Elderson should join the Executive Board of the
European Central Bank.
 
With Yves Mersch’s term of office as member of the ECB Executive Board coming to an end, a
replacement is needed and the European Parliament must be consulted on the candidate put
forward by the Council.
 
The plenary vote will be based on the positive recommendation given last week by the EP’s
Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee after quizzing the candidate.
 
Procedure: Consultation
 
2020/0805 NLE
 
Voting results: Tuesday, 24 November
 
Further information
Rule 130 of EP rules of procedure on the hearing and approval of candidates to the ECB
executive board

Press release after the hearing and vote on the candidate in the economic and monetary
affairs committee (10.11.2020)

Report adopted by the economic and monetary affairs committee
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COVID-19 and natural disasters: €823 million in
EU aid for eight member states
 
In a vote on Tuesday, MEPs are set to approve €823 million
in EU aid following the earthquake in Croatia, floods in
Poland, and to help tackle the coronavirus crisis.
 
 
The €823 million in aid from the European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF) will be distributed as
follows:
 

More than €132.7 million to be made in advance payments to Germany, Ireland,
Greece, Spain, Croatia, Hungary, and Portugal in response to the major public health
emergency caused by the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020. 
Croatia will receive €683.7 millionto help the country deal with the devastating effects
of  the  earthquake  in  Zagreb  and  the  surrounding  area  in  March  2020.  A  first
disbursement  of  €88.9  million  was  already  released  in  August  2020. 
More than €7 millionwill go to Poland to assist with reconstruction efforts following
floods in the Podkarpackie Voivodeship province in June this year.
 

EU Solidarity Fund modified in response to COVID-19
 
As part of the Coronavirus Response Investment Initiative (CRII), in 2020 the scope of the EU
Solidarity Fund rules was extended, enabling the EU to help countries respond to major public
health emergencies.
 
Background information on the EU Solidarity Fund
 
More information and a table with precise amounts per country can be found in Parliament’s
draft report by Olivier Chastel (RENEW, BE) and the Commission’s proposal.
 
Next steps
 
The Council of Ministers approved the aid on 30 October. Once the initiative is approved by the
full Parliament, the financial aid can be disbursed.
 
 
Procedure: Budgetary 
 
2020/0299(BUD) and 2020/0297(BUD)
 
Voting results: Tuesday, 24 November
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Further information
Draft report
Press release on committee vote (16.11.2020)

Profile of rapporteur: Olivier Chastel (RE, BE)

Procedure file

Procedure file (accompanying draft amending budget 9/2020)
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MEPs to debate the situation in Turkish-occupied
northern Cyprus
 
MEPs will debate the political situation in Cyprus, including
the partial re-opening of  Varosha, with EU Foreign Policy
Chief Josep Borrell.
 
The debate on Tuesday will be followed by a vote on a resolution on Thursday.
 
In October,  right-wing pro-Turkish candidate Ersin Tatar won the presidential  elections in
northern Cyprus, in an election process that critics say was marred by undue influence from
Turkey.
 
On Sunday  15  November,  Turkish  President  Recep Tayyip  Erdoğan visited  the  territory,
including Varosha (an abandoned quarter  of  the Cypriot  city  of  Famagusta),  to  mark  the
celebration of its unilateral declaration of independence 37 years ago. President Erdoğan’s visit
to Varosha has been condemned as violating UN resolutions aimed at reuniting the war-torn
island.
 
Procedure: Statement by the Commission Vice-President/EU High Representative, followed by
a resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday, 24 November
 
 
Voting results: Thursday, 26 November
 
Further information
Varosha: Statement by the High Representative Josep Borrell (15.11.2020)
Press release: “Eastern Mediterranean: Turkey must immediately end illegal drilling activities”
(17.09.2020)
EP Research Service: “Turkey: Remodelling the eastern Mediterranean Conflicting exploration
of natural gas reserves” (September 2020)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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COVID-19 and foreign policy: EU must engage
more on world stage
 
MEPs are set to call on the EU to better defend and protect
its values and interests at international level and to help
restore a global rules-based order.
 
On Monday, Parliament will debate the consequences of COVID-19 on foreign policy. The vote
will take place on Wednesday.
 
Concerned about  disinformation campaigns,  the politicisation of  humanitarian assistance,
external attempts to compromise the unity of the EU, and rising tensions in international politics,
MEPs are expected to call on the EU to engage more at global level and to strongly oppose any
attempts to weaken the multilateral system.
 
2020/2111(INI)
 
Debate: Monday, 23 November
 
Voting results: Wednesday, 25 November
 
Further information
Draft Report

Press Release on the vote in the Committee: Consequences of Covid-19 on global order:
multilateralism and democracy at risk, 26.10.2020

Procedure file
EP Research Briefing: Geopolitical implications of the COVID-19 pandemic (29.09.2020)
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2111(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0204_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0204_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201024IPR90112/consequences-of-covid-19-on-global-order-multilateralism-and-democracy-at-risk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201024IPR90112/consequences-of-covid-19-on-global-order-multilateralism-and-democracy-at-risk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201024IPR90112/consequences-of-covid-19-on-global-order-multilateralism-and-democracy-at-risk
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2111(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EXPO_STU(2020)603511
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EXPO_STU(2020)603511


Deal with US on lobsters to clear Parliament
 
Parliament is set to agree to a mini trade deal with the US
that eliminates customs duties on US lobsters.
 
In exchange for the elimination of duties on live or frozen lobster imported from the US, the EU
would get duty relief of a comparable economic value on its own products, such as prepared
meals, certain crystal glassware and cigarette lighters. This is the first EU-US negotiated tariff
reduction in over 20 years, and is applicable for all WTO trading partners.
 
 
 
The debate and the vote will take place on Thursday.
 
Procedure: ordinary legislative procedure
 
2020/0253(COD) 
 
Debate: Thursday, 26 November
 
Voting results: Thursday, 26 November
 
Further information
Press release on committee vote (11.11.2020)

Profile of rapporteur : Bernd Lange (S&D, DE)

Procedure file

Press release upon the announcement of the deal (European Commission, 21.08.2020)
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https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/158924.htm
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0253(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201105IPR90921/lobster-deal-gets-trade-committee-backing
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201105IPR90921/lobster-deal-gets-trade-committee-backing
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1909/BERND_LANGE/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1909/BERND_LANGE/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0253(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0253(COD)&l=en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_20_1512
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_20_1512
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


MEPs to welcome Abraham Accords as new
prospect of peace in the Middle East
 
The geopolitical implications of the Abraham Accords in
the Middle East region will be debated with EU Foreign
Policy Chief Josep Borrell on Tuesday.
 
MEPs are likely to welcome the Accords as a step towards stabilising the region, creating
momentum for peace and co-operation in the Middle East.
 
Background
 
In September,  Israel  signed the Abraham Accords with the United Arab Emirates and the
Kingdom of Bahrain. This was the first time that Arab states agreed to normalise their relations
with Israel since the 1994 peace treaty with Jordan. Last month, Sudan also announced it would
normalise relations with Israel. However, Palestinian authorities have denounced the Accords,
as they make no reference to ending Israel’s occupation of Palestinian land.
 
Statement by the Vice-President of  the Commission/High Representative of  the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
 
Debate: Tuesday, 24 November
 
Further information
Declaration by the High Representative on behalf of European Union on the announcement of
a normalisation of relations between Israel and the UAE

EP Think Tank: The Abraham Accords, 05.11.2020.
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/abraham-accords-peace-agreement-treaty-of-peace-diplomatic-relations-and-full-normalization-between-the-united-arab-emirates-and-the-state-of-israel/
https://bh.usembassy.gov/abraham-accords-declaration-of-peace-cooperation-and-constructive-diplomatic-and-friendly-relations/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/08/15/declaration-by-the-high-representative-on-behalf-of-european-union-on-the-announcement-of-a-normalisation-of-relations-between-israel-and-the-uae/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/08/15/declaration-by-the-high-representative-on-behalf-of-european-union-on-the-announcement-of-a-normalisation-of-relations-between-israel-and-the-uae/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/08/15/declaration-by-the-high-representative-on-behalf-of-european-union-on-the-announcement-of-a-normalisation-of-relations-between-israel-and-the-uae/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2020)659328
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2020)659328


Crimes against journalists must not go
unpunished: debate with Josep Borrell
 
MEPs are set to reaffirm their commitment to defend the
right to freedom of expression and guarantees to protect
journalists, on Tuesday.
 
 “When journalists cannot do their jobs in safety, we lose an important defence against the
pandemic  of  misinformation  and  disinformation  that  has  spread  online”,  warned  the  UN
Secretary-General in his message on this year’s International Day to End Impunity for Crimes
Against Journalists on 2 November.
 
Following the shocking murder of journalists around the world, and notably within the EU in
recent years, MEPs have called for mechanisms to protect journalists and whistle-blowers, and
for independent and international investigations into the crimes committed against them. They
also  want  concentration  of  media  ownership  to  be  monitored  more  rigorously  and  have
repeatedly  underlined  the  importance  of  defending  a  free  press.
 
On 16 October, the European Parliament inaugurated a journalism prize in tribute to Daphne
Caruana Galizia, the Maltese investigative journalist murdered in 2017.
 
Statement by the Vice-President of  the Commission/High Representative of  the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
 
Debate : Tuesday, 24 November
 
 
 
 
Further information
Press Release: MEPs demand end to EU arms exports to Saudi Arabia (25.10.2018)

Press Release: Murder of Ján Kuciak: MEPs urge action to protect journalists across the EU
(19.04.2018)

European Parliament resolution on the rule of law in Malta (15.11.2017)

EP Research: Safety of journalists and the fighting of corruption in the EU (15.07.2020)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-impunity-crimes-against-journalists/messages
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-impunity-crimes-against-journalists/messages
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/daphne-caruana-galizia-prize-for-journalism_16607_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/daphne-caruana-galizia-prize-for-journalism_16607_pk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181018IPR16536/meps-demand-end-to-eu-arms-exports-to-saudi-arabia
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181018IPR16536/meps-demand-end-to-eu-arms-exports-to-saudi-arabia
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180411IPR01528/murder-of-jan-kuciak-meps-urge-action-to-protect-journalists-across-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180411IPR01528/murder-of-jan-kuciak-meps-urge-action-to-protect-journalists-across-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180411IPR01528/murder-of-jan-kuciak-meps-urge-action-to-protect-journalists-across-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2017-0438_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2017-0438_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2020)655187
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Violence against women: debate on the Istanbul
Convention
 
Concerned by the rise in domestic violence during the
pandemic, MEPs are set to urge member states that have
not yet ratified the Istanbul Convention to do so
immediately.
 
In the context of  the International  Day for the Elimination of  Violence against Women (25
November), MEPs will discuss the latest developments regarding the ratification of the Istanbul
Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence on
Wednesday morning.
 
At a time when rising cases of domestic violence in many EU countries have been exacerbated
further  by lockdowns,  they are likely to urge member states that  have not  yet  ratified the
convention to do so without delay and to take all necessary action to stop violence against
women.
 
Background
 
Although the EU signed the Convention on 13 June 2017, six member states still  have not
ratified it: Bulgaria, Czechia, Hungary, Lithuania, Latvia and Slovakia. Last May, the Hungarian
Parliament voted to reject the ratification of the Convention. In July, Polish authorities declared
that they intended to withdraw from the Convention, which Poland ratified in 2015.
 
The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and
domestic violence, known as the Istanbul Convention, is the first legally binding international
instrument on this issue. It establishes a comprehensive framework of measures to prevent
such violence, support victims and punish perpetrators.
 
Commission statement, without resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday, 25 November
 
Further information
EP resolution of 28 November 2019 on the EU’s accession to the Istanbul Convention
Statement - Poland’s planned withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention criticised by leading
MEPs (30.07.2020)

EP Study - Tackling violence against women and domestic violence in Europe: the added
value of the Istanbul Convention and remaining challenges (October 2020)

EP Research Service - Violence against women in the EU: state of play (November 2019)
EP Multimedia Centre:free photos, video and audio material

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

27 I 30

https://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/210/signatures
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2019-0080_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200730IPR84301/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200730IPR84301/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200730IPR84301/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/658648/IPOL_STU(2020)658648_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/658648/IPOL_STU(2020)658648_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/658648/IPOL_STU(2020)658648_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/644190/EPRS_BRI(2019)644190_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


Parliament to discuss development effectiveness
and efficiency of aid
 
MEPs to debate and vote on how to better coordinate
development aid to help partner countries hit the
Sustainable Development Goals and realise the UN 2030
Agenda.
 
The debate will take place on Monday, and the vote on Wednesday.
 
MEPs are set to call on the Commission to bring forward legislation to coordinate all EU aid
programmes and those of EU member states and to publish a biannual Aid Effectiveness
Progress Report covering joint planning, implementation and results by EU institutions, EU
member states, as well development projects by European local and regional authorities.
 
Debate : Monday 23 November
 
Voting results : Wednesday 25 November
 
Further information
Report on Improving development effectiveness and efficiency of aid:
Press release on committee vote (29.10.2020):
Profile of rapporteur: (Tomas Tobé (EPP, Sweden)
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•

•
•

Human rights and democracy resolutions
 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human
rights, democracy and rule of law topics on Thursday
morning, followed by votes later the same day.
 

The deteriorating  situation  of  human rights  in  Algeria,  in  particular  the  case of
journalist  Khaled Drareni; 
Situation in Ethiopia; 
The continuous violations of human rights in Belarus, in particular the murder of
Roman Bondarenko.
 

Procedure: non-legislative resolutions
 
Debate/vote: Thursday, 26 November
 
Further information
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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•
•

•

•
•

Other topics on the agenda
 
Other topics on the agenda include the following:
 

The new LGBTIQ Equality Strategy, Council and Commission statements 
Service in  the Member States of  judicial  and extrajudicial  documents in  civil  or
commercial  matters,  rapporteur  Franco Roberti  (S&D, IT)  ,  vote Monday 
Cooperation between the courts of the Member States in the taking of evidence in
civil or commercial matters, Emil Radev (EPP, BG)  vote Monday 
EU Trade Policy Review, Oral question, debate Tuesday, vote Thursday 
Amendment of the VAT directive to temporarily exempt COVID-19 vaccines, test kits
and related services from VAT, vote Monday
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