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EU values in Hungary and Poland: MEPs deplore
lack of progress in Council, worry about setback
 
MEPs condemned the absence of national governments and the German Presidency,
criticised the lack of progress in the Council and expressed concerns on the state of
fundamental rights.
 
In a joint debate that took place on Monday evening, the Civil Liberties Committee took stock of
developments on the rule of law in light of the Article 7(1) TEU procedures, and the state of
LGBTI rights, in Poland and Hungary.
 
During the first part of the debate with Commissioner for Justice Didier Reynders, MEPs almost
unanimously regretted the decision by both national governments, as well  as the German
Presidency of the Council, not to attend the meeting. They also reiterated their support for the
budgetary conditionality mechanism, which Hungary and Poland refuse, insisting that it is of
utmost importance for the EU to maintain its resolve. Many speakers urged the Council to move
forward the ongoing Article  7  procedures,  while  MEPs representing a majority  asked the
Commission to  take more decisive action.
 
The second part of the debate, with Commissioner for Equality Helena Dalli, revolved around
the state of  LGBTI rights in  the two countries.  MEPs welcomed the Commission’s  recent
publication of the first LGBTIQ strategy. Most said the situation in Hungary and Poland has to
be assessed jointly with other challenges relating to EU values, such as corruption or attacks on
the separation of powers and judicial independence. Some speakers pointed out that even in
those countries a majority (including many civil society organisations, who need to be supported
by the EU) is in favour of protecting fundamental rights and EU values as a whole.
 
You cancatch up with the recorded debate online.
 
Background
 
Parliament has recently adopted a series of relevant reports:
 

on the state of fundamental rights in the EU for 2018 - 2019, regretting the lack of
progress in Article 7 proceedings and underlining the critical need for a mechanism to
protect EU values; 
 ban on abortions ban on abortions ban on abortions that “puts women’s health and
lives at risk” and is “yet another example of the political takeover of the judiciary and
the systemic collapse of the rule of law”;
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A12012M007
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/reynders_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201104IPR90813/rule-of-law-conditionality-meps-strike-a-deal-with-council
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/dalli_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2068
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/committee-on-civil-liberties-justice-and-home-affairs_20201130-1645-COMMITTEE-LIBE_vd
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on media freedom in the EU, pointing to attempts by some governments “to silence
critical and independent media and undermine media freedom and pluralism”; 
warning against the impact of COVID-19 on EU values and stressing that emergency
measures pose a “risk of abuse of power”; and 
asking the Council to “finally act” to protect minorities and the rule of law in Poland.
 

Under Article 7, the Council may decide, by a majority of four fifths and after obtaining the
consent of the European Parliament, that a country is at risk of breaching the EU’s founding
values, including the rule of law. At a later stage, EU member states may decide, by unanimity
and after  receiving EP’s consent,  that  a  serious and persistent  breach of  the rule  of  law,
democracy  and  fundamental  rights  is  taking  place.  This  process  may  eventually  lead  to
sanctions,  such  as  the  suspension  of  voting  rights  in  the  Council.
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