
 

Newsletter
10-13 February 2020
Strasbourg plenary session
 
EU budget debate ahead of crucial MFF summit 
Ahead of the European Council starting on 20 February, MEPs will discuss their
priorities for the next long-term EU budget with the Council and the Commission.
 
 
Parliament to vote on EU-Vietnam free trade deal 
Parliament’s green light to the free trade and investment deals between the EU and
Vietnam will be discussed on Tuesday and put to the vote on Wednesday.
 
 
EU-UK future relations: Parliament to set out its position for
upcoming talks 
Parliament will debate on Tuesday and vote on Wednesday on a resolution setting out
MEPs’ stance on an ambitious new EU-UK partnership.
 
 
 
Artificial intelligence: How to ensure its safe and unbiased use 
Challenges arising from artificial intelligence and the measures the EU should take to
protect consumers will be addressed in a debate on Monday, followed by a resolution
on Wednesday.
 
 
Debate on how to reach equality between men and women in the EU 
MEPs will discuss the priorities they want to see included in the 2020-2024 Gender
Equality Strategy with Commissioner for equality Helena Dalli on Wednesday.
 
 
 
MEPs to call for renewed commitment in struggle for progress on
women’s rights 
MEPs will debate and vote on the EU priorities for the 64th session of the UN
Commission on the Status of Women (UNCSW64), to be held in New York in March.
 
 
MEPs to discuss future policy of European Central Bank with
Christine Lagarde
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Newly-elected ECB President Christine Lagarde will address Plenary for the first time
to discuss the Eurozone’s economic governance and ECB activities.
 
 
How to fight antisemitism, racism and hatred in the EU 
MEPs will assess the EU’s response to rising antisemitism, racism and hatred in the
EU, in a plenary debate on Tuesday with Council and Commission representatives.
 
 
How to put an end to female genital mutilation around the world 
On Wednesday, MEPs will vote on a resolution urging the EU to come up with a
strategy to eradicate female genital mutilation.
 
 
Rule of law under threat in Poland: MEPs underline imminent need
for change 
On Tuesday, MEPs will discuss with Council and Commission representatives how to
address the ongoing threat to the rule of law in Poland.
 
 
Stop illegal trade in cats and dogs 
To protect animal welfare, pet owners and public health, MEPs are set to call for an EU
Action Plan to end illegal trade in companion animals.
 
 
Calls to veto draft EU list of priority energy projects 
MEPs will vote on Wednesday on whether to veto the fourth list on projects of common
interest (PCI), on the grounds that it contains new fossil fuel infrastructure.
 
 
Parliament will vote to object against lead in PVC 
MEPs will decide on Wednesday whether to veto a Commission proposal that would
allow some lead in recycled PVC.
 
 
Debate on improving the EU’s enlargement process 
MEPs will assess the European Commission’s proposals on how to strengthen the EU
accession process, on Monday.
 
 
MEPs demand answers about the treatment of refugees at EU
external borders 
The situation of migrants and asylum-seekers waiting at the EU’s external borders to
ask for asylum on European territory will be discussed on Wednesday.
 
 
Syria and Donald Trump’s Middle East plan to be debated with Josep
Borrell 
MEPs will debate the US’ recently presented Middle East plan and the current security
situation in Syria, on Tuesday afternoon.
 
 
Money Laundering: MEPs spurred into action after Luanda leaks
revelations
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In light of the Luanda Leaks, the European Parliament will take stock of the situation in
the fight against money laundering in the EU, in a debate on Wednesday evening.
 
 
Human rights and democracy resolutions 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human rights, democracy and rule
of law topics on Thursday morning, with the votes following at 12.00.
 
 
Other topics on the agenda
 
 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2020-02-10
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Further information
Watch the pre-session briefing - 11.00 - Friday, 7 February
Final draft agenda
EP Live
Press conferences and other events
EP Multimedia Centre
EP Newshub
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2020-02-10
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/video?event=20200207-1100-SPECIAL
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/infos-details.html?id=17301&type=Flash
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
http://www.epnewshub.eu


EU budget debate ahead of crucial MFF summit
 
Ahead of the European Council starting on 20 February,
MEPs will discuss their priorities for the next long-term EU
budget with the Council and the Commission.
 
MEPs will reiterate their call for an ambitious multiannual financial framework (MFF) for 2021-
2027 that ensures the continuity of the EU’s main policies, like the regional and agricultural
policies. Priority areas like climate action, research, digitalisation, support for young people
(Erasmus+, youth employment) and for SMEs should be boosted. Recent endeavours, such as
addressing the investment gap in the aftermath of the financial and economic crisis, migration
and security, should be financed with fresh means, i.e. not at the expense of other programmes.
 
EU heads of state or government will discuss the EU’s long-term budget for 2021-2027 during a
special meeting of the European Council on 20 February 2020. They still have not agreed on a
common  position.  Parliament  adopted  its  position  in  November  2018,  following  the
Commission’s  proposal  in  May  2018.
 
Check the MFF Q&A and a structured list with the most important links for complete and up-to-
date information.
 
Journalists are invited to roundtable talks with EP Budget negotiators on Tuesday afternoon,
1600.-19.00 in the WEISS building, room S2.2.
 
President Sassoli will hold a press conference on the MFF on Wednesdat at 13.00. A press
conference  by  EP rapporteurs  involved  in  MFF-related  negotiations  with  the  Council  on
Erasmus, Creative Europe and the European Solidarity Corps is scheduled for Wednesday, at
15.00.
 
Council and Commission statements followed by a debate
 
Debate: Wednesday, 12 February
 
Further information
All you need to know about the EU long-term budget 2021-2027
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181106IPR18317/long-term-eu-budget-meps-lay-down-funding-priorities-for-post-2020-budget
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_18_3570
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200115IPR70326/multiannual-financial-framework-q-a
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191204IPR68267/useful-information-on-the-next-multiannual-financial-framework-mff
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200115IPR70326/multiannual-financial-framework-q-a
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx


Parliament to vote on EU-Vietnam free trade
deal
 
Parliament’s green light to the free trade and investment
deals between the EU and Vietnam will be discussed on
Tuesday and put to the vote on Wednesday.
 
The free trade agreement will remove virtually all tariffs between Vietnam and the EU over the
course of ten years, while protecting emblematic European products and giving European
companies access to the Vietnamese public procurement market. It is also an instrument to
foster environmental and social progress in Vietnam.
 
Parliament will vote separately on an agreement to protect investment through a court system of
independent judges who will be in charge of settling disputes between investors and the state.
 
Immediately after the vote, rapporteur Geert Bourgeois (ECR, BE) and trade committee Chair
Bernd Lange (S&D, DE) will hold a press conference.
 
Background
 
Vietnam is the EU's second largest  trading partner in the Association of  Southeast  Asian
Nations (ASEAN) after Singapore, with trade in goods worth €47.6 billion per year and €3.6
billion when it comes to services. EU exports to the country grow by 5-7 percent annually, yet
the EU’s trade deficit with Vietnam was €27 billion in 2018.
 
The main EU imports from Vietnam include telecommunications equipment, clothing and food
products. The EU mainly exports goods such as machinery and transport equipment, chemicals
and agricultural products to Vietnam.
 
Procedure: consent
 
2018/0356(NLE) - Free trade agreement
 
2018/0358(NLE) - Investment Protection Agreement
 
Debate: Tuesday, 11 February
 
Vote: Wednesday, 12 February 
 
 
Press conference: Wed 12 February 15:30 with Geert Bourgeois (ECR, BE) Bernd Lange (S&D,
DE) 
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0356(NLE)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0358(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/EN/197467
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/EN/1909
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/EN/1909


 
 
Further information
Draft consent - trade agreement

Draft resolution .- trade agreement
Draft consent - investment protection agreement
Draft resolution - investment protection agreement

Press release on committee vote (21.01.2020)

Profile of rapporteur: Geert Bourgeois (ECR, BE)

Procedure file - trade agreement consent

Procedure file - investment protection agreement consent

EP Research: EU-Vietnam trade and investment protection agreements (14.11.2019)

Background on the trade agreement (Legislative train)

EP Research: Trade and investment agreements with Vietnam (February 2020)

EU-Vietnam trade deal: what are the benefits? Interview with rapporteur

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0003_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0003_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0017_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0002_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0014_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0014_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200121IPR70703/eu-vietnam-free-trade-deal-gets-green-light-in-trade-committee
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200121IPR70703/eu-vietnam-free-trade-deal-gets-green-light-in-trade-committee
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197467/GEERT_BOURGEOIS/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197467/GEERT_BOURGEOIS/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0356(NLE)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0356(NLE)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0358(NLE)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0358(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642270
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642270
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-balanced-and-progressive-trade-policy-to-harness-globalisation/file-eu-vietnam-fta
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-balanced-and-progressive-trade-policy-to-harness-globalisation/file-eu-vietnam-fta
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/646158/EPRS_ATA(2020)646158_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/646158/EPRS_ATA(2020)646158_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/economy/20200131STO71518/eu-vietnam-trade-deal-what-are-the-benefits
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/economy/20200131STO71518/eu-vietnam-trade-deal-what-are-the-benefits
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


EU-UK future relations: Parliament to set out its
position for upcoming talks
 
Parliament will debate on Tuesday and vote on Wednesday
on a resolution setting out MEPs’ stance on an ambitious
new EU-UK partnership.
 
 
Based on the European Commission’s draft negotiating directives, which were presented by EU
Chief  Negotiator  Michel  Barnier  on  Monday  3  February,  the  resolution  will  provide  the
Parliament’s initial input to the upcoming negotiations with the British government on a new
partnership after Brexit.
 
The negotiating directives are the frame that sets out the purpose, scope and objectives for the
talks. They also need to be signed off by EU27 member states representatives in the Council.
 
Any final future agreement will need the approval of the European Parliament as a whole before
it can enter into force. A dedicated group will  be set up in Parliament to follow closely the
negotiations  led  by  the  Commission  and to  coordinate  Parliament’s  input  throughout  the
process.
 
The Council is expected to adopt its guidelines and endorse the Commission’s negotiating
directives on 25 February, allowing for the first round of talks to start at the beginning of March.
 
Background
 
The United Kingdom left the European Union on 31 January. The time-limited transition period,
which was agreed as part of the Withdrawal Agreement, started on 1 February and ends on 31
December this year.
 
Council and Commission statements by State Secretary Brnjac for the Council and Commission
President Ursula von Der Leyen, accompanied by Michel Barnier (with resolution).
 
 
Debate: Tuesday, 11 February
 
 
Vote: Wednesday, 12 February
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https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-183943
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-183943
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/withdrawal-agreement-and-political-declaration-official-journal-european-union-12-november-2019_en


Further information
Press release: Brexit deal approved by the European Parliament (29.01.2020)
EP Research Service “The European Parliament after Brexit” (14.01.2020)

EP Research Service “The revised Brexit deal: What has changed and next steps?”
(22.10.2019)
EP Research Service “Brexit: The final countdown [What Think Tanks are thinking]”
(24.01.2020)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200128IPR71204/brexit-deal-approved-by-the-european-parliament
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/642259/EPRS_ATA(2020)642259_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/642259/EPRS_ATA(2020)642259_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642260
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642260
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)646146
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)646146
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/brexit_13108_pk


Artificial intelligence: How to ensure its safe and
unbiased use
 
Challenges arising from artificial intelligence and the
measures the EU should take to protect consumers will be
addressed in a debate on Monday, followed by a resolution
on Wednesday.
 
The debate and vote in plenary come ahead of the Commission’s white paper on a European
approach to Artificial intelligence (AI), which is due to be presented on 19 February 2020.
 
When interacting with automated decision-making systems, one should be “properly informed
about how it  functions, how to reach a human with decision-making powers, and how the
system’s decisions can be checked and corrected”, says the draft resolution by the Internal
Market and Consumer Protection Committee.
 
MEPs also want the Commission to table proposals updating EU safety (e.g. machinery and
toys) and liability rules in light of AI-enabled products.
 
Debate: Monday 10 February 2020
 
Vote: Wednesday 12 February 2020
 
Procedure: Oral question to Commission (with resolution)
 
Further information
Press release following the committee vote (23.01.2020)

Draft resolution by the Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee

Question to the Commission
Multimedia material: Video statement by Committee Chair Petra De Sutter (Greens/EFA, BE)

EP Research: Understanding algorithmic decision-making: Opportunities and challenges
EP Research: A governance framework for algorithmic accountability and transparency
EP Research: Global Trendometer - Auditing algorithms to avoid bias

Free photos, video and audio material
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/summary/glossary/white_paper.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/pt/press-room/20200120IPR70622/artificial-intelligence-eu-must-ensure-a-fair-and-safe-use-for-consumers
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/pt/press-room/20200120IPR70622/artificial-intelligence-eu-must-ensure-a-fair-and-safe-use-for-consumers
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/IMCO/DV/2020/01-22/RE_1194746_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/IMCO/DV/2020/01-22/RE_1194746_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-9-2020-000008_EN.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/automated-decision-making-processes-vote_I183228-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/automated-decision-making-processes-vote_I183228-V_v
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/624261/EPRS_STU(2019)624261_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/624262/EPRS_STU(2019)624262_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2019)646111
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2019)646111
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx


Debate on how to reach equality between men
and women in the EU
 
MEPs will discuss the priorities they want to see included
in the 2020-2024 Gender Equality Strategy with
Commissioner for equality Helena Dalli on Wednesday.
 
 
Members will feed into the future Gender Equality Strategy, which the Commission is expected
to present around International Women’s Day (8 March).
 
During her hearing in Parliament in October, Commissioner for Equality Helena Dalli committed
to present a new Gender Equality Strategy (2020-2024) within her first 100 days in office. This
strategy should  set  out  a  new policy  framework and will  include guidelines and concrete
measures on issues such as violence against women, pay transparency and the gender pay
gap,  gender balance on company boards,  work-life  balance and gender issues related to
climate change and artificial  intelligence.
 
Procedure: Commission statement, without resolution
 
2020/2515(RSP)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 12 February
 
 
Further information
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/-hearing-of-helena-dalli-commissioner-designate-equality-opening-statement-by-helena-dalli_I177923-V_v
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2515(RSP)&l=en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


MEPs to call for renewed commitment in
struggle for progress on women’s rights
 
MEPs will debate and vote on the EU priorities for the 64th
session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women
(UNCSW64), to be held in New York in March.
 
Twenty-five years after the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the 64th session of the
UNCSW64 will take stock of its implementation. In the plenary debate with Commissioner for
equality Helena Dalli  and Croatia's Secretary of State for european affairs Nikolina Brnjac,
MEPs are likely to point out that women in Europe and around the world still face violence, a
backlash against their rights, economic inequality and a lack of representation in decision-
making.
 
Many members might call for a renewed and more ambitious commitment from the EU, with
more accountability and significant resources to fuel the efforts to reach gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls around the world.
 
MEPs will discuss the priorities they want to see included in the 2020-2024 Gender Equality
Strategy with Commissioner on Wednesday.
 
Background
 
The Beijing Declaration was a resolution adopted by the UN at  the end of  the 4th  World
Conference on Women on 15 September 1995 to promulgate a set of principles on the equality
of men and women. The Platform for Action called for strategic actions in many different areas
(economy, education, health, violence, decision-making, etc.)
 
Media seminar
 
Journalists are invited to a seminar on 4 March in Brussels dedicated to the 25th anniversary of
the Beijing Declaration. The next day, the EP Women’s Rights and Gender Equality Committee
will organise a meeting with national MPs on the topic. A delegation of Women’s Rights and
Development MEPs will attend the UNCSW64 in New York, 16-18 March.
 
Procedure: Oral Question to the Council, with resolution
 
2019/2967(RSP)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 12 February
 
Vote: Thursday, 13 February
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https://www.un.org/en/events/pastevents/pdfs/Beijing_Declaration_and_Platform_for_Action.pdf
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2967(RSP)&l=en


Further information
UNCSW64 webpage

Free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw64-2020
https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw64-2020
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


MEPs to discuss future policy of European Central
Bank with Christine Lagarde
 
Newly-elected ECB President Christine Lagarde will
address Plenary for the first time to discuss the Eurozone’s
economic governance and ECB activities.
 
Greening the economy, financial technology and the economic state of the Eurozone in light of
the recent  escalation in  trade tensions and the impact  of  Brexit  are likely  to  be raised in
Tuesday’s  debate.
 
On Wednesday, MEPs will vote on a resolution setting out their priorities on the ECB’s role in
fuelling the EU economy in green transition.
 
Background
 
The annual report on the activities of the ECB is the main scrutiny instrument for MEPs to
express their views on the ECB’s policies.
 
Following  a  hearing,  Christine  Lagarde  was  approved  by  a  majority  of  MEPs on  17th  of
September  to  lead  the  European Central  Bank  from 2019 to  2024.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
2019/2129(INI)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 11 February
 
Vote: Wednesday, 12 February
 
 
Further information
European Central Bank annual draft report for 2018:

File Procedure:

Presentation of draft report in ECON (04-11-2019):

EP Research Service: Challenges ahead for the European Central Bank: Navigating in the
Dark? (16-09-2019)

Free photos, video and audio material
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2129(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ECON-PR-642911_EN.html?redirect
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ECON-PR-642911_EN.html?redirect
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2129(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2129(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/streaming?event=20191104-1500-COMMITTEE-ECON&start=2019-11-04T16:46:42Z&end=2019-11-04T17:12:27Z&language=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/streaming?event=20191104-1500-COMMITTEE-ECON&start=2019-11-04T16:46:42Z&end=2019-11-04T17:12:27Z&language=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2019/638419/IPOL_IDA(2019)638419_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2019/638419/IPOL_IDA(2019)638419_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2019/638419/IPOL_IDA(2019)638419_EN.pdf
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx


How to fight antisemitism, racism and hatred in
the EU
 
MEPs will assess the EU’s response to rising antisemitism,
racism and hatred in the EU, in a plenary debate on
Tuesday with Council and Commission representatives.
 
Many MEPs are particularly worried about the increase in antisemitic attacks in some EU
member states, such as the one by a right-wing extremist on a synagogue in Halle (Germany) in
October 2019, in which two people were killed. Others point to the growing number of hate
crimes, both online and offline, on grounds of race, ethnicity, gender or sexual orientation.
 
Council and Commission statements, without resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday, 11 February
 
Further information
Special Eurobarometer survey on Antisemitism in Europe (European Commission, 22.01.2019)

Parliament commemorates the liberation of Auschwitz 75 years ago (EP press release,
29.01.2020)

EP Research Service: Jewish communities in the EU (January 2020)

EP resolution on combating anti-Semitism (1.06.2017)

EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. Article 21 - Non discrimination

End racist discrimination against Afro-European people in the EU (EP press release,
26.03.2019)
EP resolution on fighting discrimination of EU citizens belonging to minorities in the EU
Member States (7.02.2018)
EU fundamental rights under threat in several member states (EP press release, 16.01.2019)

Free photos, video and audio material
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/memo_19_542
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200128IPR71206/parliament-commemorates-the-liberation-of-auschwitz-75-years-ago
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200128IPR71206/parliament-commemorates-the-liberation-of-auschwitz-75-years-ago
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614659/EPRS_ATA(2018)614659_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614659/EPRS_ATA(2018)614659_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2017-0243_EN.html?redirect
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2017-0243_EN.html?redirect
https://fra.europa.eu/en/eu-charter/article/21-non-discrimination
https://fra.europa.eu/en/eu-charter/article/21-non-discrimination
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190321IPR32133/end-racist-discrimination-against-afro-european-people-in-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190321IPR32133/end-racist-discrimination-against-afro-european-people-in-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0032_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0032_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190109IPR23026/eu-fundamental-rights-under-threat-in-several-member-states
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190109IPR23026/eu-fundamental-rights-under-threat-in-several-member-states
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx


How to put an end to female genital mutilation
around the world
 
On Wednesday, MEPs will vote on a resolution urging the
EU to come up with a strategy to eradicate female genital
mutilation.
 
Further to a plenary debate on 18 December and the International Day of Zero Tolerance for
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) on 6 February, MEPs will vote on a resolution calling for an EU
strategy to put an end to female genital mutilation (FGM) around the world.
 
According to the World Health Organisation, at least 200 million women and girls around the
world are currently living with the harmful consequences of FGM. In Europe, an estimated
180,000 girls and women are at risk of FGM each year.
 
Background
 
FGM comprises all  procedures that  involve partial  or  total  removal  of  the external  female
genitalia, or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons. It is recognised
internationally as a violation of the human rights of girls and women.
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
2019/2988(RSP)
 
Debate: 18 December 2019
 
Vote: Wednesday, 12 February
 
Further information
European Institute for Gender Equality: webpage dedicated to FGM in the EU
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?debate=1576700155970
https://www.un.org/en/observances/female-genital-mutilation-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/female-genital-mutilation-day
https://www.endfgm.eu/female-genital-mutilation/fgm-in-europe/
https://www.endfgm.eu/female-genital-mutilation/fgm-in-europe/
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2988(RSP)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?debate=1576700155970
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-based-violence/female-genital-mutilation
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-based-violence/female-genital-mutilation
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


Rule of law under threat in Poland: MEPs
underline imminent need for change
 
On Tuesday, MEPs will discuss with Council and
Commission representatives how to address the ongoing
threat to the rule of law in Poland.
 
Following the recent Parliament resolution on the continued deterioration of the rule of law in
Poland and Hungary, the plenary debate will  revolve around “the Council’s failure to make
effective use” of the ongoing , as well as the latest developments in Poland regarding the reform
of the judiciary.  MEPs might  also highlight  the “imminent  need” for  an EU mechanism on
democracy,  the rule of  law and fundamental  rights,  as proposed by the Parliament.
 
Background
 
The European Commission requested EU action in December 2017 in view of the perceived
threats to the independence of the judiciary in Poland. In a resolution adopted in March 2018,
the European Parliament  agreed with the Commission that  the separation of  powers,  the
independence of  the judiciary and fundamental  rights were at  risk.
 
According to Article 7 of  the Treaty of  the EU, following such a request,  the Council  may
determine that there is a clear risk of a serious breach of EU values in the countries concerned.
Before doing so, ministers shall hear the views of the national authorities. The Polish authorities
defended themselves in front of the Council on three occasions, between June and December
2018.
 
At a later stage, the European Council may determine, by unanimity and with the Parliament’s
consent,  that  there is  a  serious and persistent  breach of  the rule  of  law,  democracy and
fundamental  rights.  This  could  eventually  lead  to  sanctions,  such  as  voting  rights  being
suspended  in  the  Council.
 
Council and Commission statements
 
Debate: Tuesday, 11 February
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69907/rule-of-law-in-poland-and-hungary-has-worsened
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-area-of-justice-and-fundamental-rights/file-eu-mechanism-on-democracy-the-rule-of-law-and-fundamental-rights
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/document.cfm?action=display&doc_id=49108
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180226IPR98615/rule-of-law-in-poland-parliament-supports-eu-action


Further information
EP Research Service: Protecting the rule of law in the EU: Existing mechanisms and possible
improvements (6.11.2019)
Rule of law concerns in member states: how the EU can act (infographic)

Rule of law in Poland and Hungary: MEPs ask for better protection of EU values (17.12.2019)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material

Committee on Civil Liberties web page
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642280
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642280
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20180222STO98434/rule-of-law-concerns-how-the-eu-can-act-infographic
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20180222STO98434/rule-of-law-concerns-how-the-eu-can-act-infographic
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191216IPR69127/rule-of-law-in-poland-and-hungary-meps-ask-for-better-protection-of-eu-values
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191216IPR69127/rule-of-law-in-poland-and-hungary-meps-ask-for-better-protection-of-eu-values
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/rule-of-law_10601_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/rule-of-law_10601_pk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/home.html


Stop illegal trade in cats and dogs
 
To protect animal welfare, pet owners and public health,
MEPs are set to call for an EU Action Plan to end illegal
trade in companion animals.
 
On Wednesday, MEPs are expected to adopt a resolution calling for a mandatory EU system to
register pet animals and an EU definition of large-scale commercial breeding facilities, known as
puppy mills.
 
Background
 
An estimated 46,000 dogs are traded between EU countries every month, most of them without
being registered.  Commercial  breeders  are  abusing the  EU’s  pet  movement  legislation  (
Regulation  (EU)  No 576/2013)  intended for  non-commercial  movement  of  pet  animals.
 
Aside from the threat to public health, animal welfare and consumer protection, illegal pet trade
has also become a big source of income for organised international crime.
 
Procedure: Resolutions on topical subjects
 
2019/2814(RSP)
 
Debate: Wednesday 12 February
 
Vote: Thursday 13 February
 
 
 
Further information
Procedure file

Press release on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety committee vote (21.01.2020)

Video: Pet trafficking: measures against the illegal puppy business
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https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/animals/docs/aw_eu-strategy_study_dogs-cats-commercial-practices_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32013R0576
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2814(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2814(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2814(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200120IPR70621/stop-illegal-trade-in-cats-and-dogs-say-meps
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200120IPR70621/stop-illegal-trade-in-cats-and-dogs-say-meps
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20200117STO70506/pet-trafficking-measures-against-the-illegal-puppy-business
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20200117STO70506/pet-trafficking-measures-against-the-illegal-puppy-business


Calls to veto draft EU list of priority energy
projects
 
MEPs will vote on Wednesday on whether to veto the
fourth list on projects of common interest (PCI), on the
grounds that it contains new fossil fuel infrastructure.
 
The construction of new gas infrastructure projects listed in the Commission delegated act
would maintain Europe’s dependence on fossil fuels, in a way that is incompatible with the Paris
Agreement’s objectives, says a resolution tabled by MEPs to be put to the vote on Wednesday.
 
Prior to the vote, MEPs will also discuss the expected revision of guidelines for trans-European
energy networks with the Commission on Monday.
 
If Parliament opposes the list with an absolute majority of constituent members, the European
Commission would have to propose a new text.
 
Background
 
Under  the  Trans-European  Network-Energy  (TEN-E)  Regulation,  adopted  in  2013,  the
Commission identifies the most important PCIs across the EU, so that these projects can benefit
from simplified permits and the right  to apply for EU funding from the Connecting Europe
Facility.
 
Most projects aim at ensuring undisrupted delivery of electricity and gas to all parts of the EU,
by closing cross-border gaps in the network and enhancing local storage capacity.
 
Procedure: Oral Question to the Commission; Objection under Rule 111
 
Debate: Monday, 10 February
 
Vote: Wednesday, 12 February
 
Further information
Question for oral answer by the Commission on the Revision of the guidelines for trans-
European energy infrastructure (ITRE committee)

European Commission press release (31.10.2019): New energy Projects of Common Interest
for the Energy Union built on European solidarity
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6203
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/infrastructure/trans-european-networks-energy
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-9-2020-000012_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-9-2020-000012_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-9-2020-000012_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6203
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6203


Parliament will vote to object against lead in
PVC
 
MEPs will decide on Wednesday whether to veto a
Commission proposal that would allow some lead in
recycled PVC.
 
The Commission has proposed to amend the rules concerning lead concentration. In particular,
they propose an exception that will allow up to 2 % lead in recycled PVC.
 
In the Environment Committee, a majority voted in favour of objecting to these amendments- in
order  to  protect  human health  and  the  environment  to  the  level  required  by  the  REACH
regulation.
 
Background
 
Parliament has long held the position that recycling PVC must not perpetuate the problem of
heavy metals. Lead in PVC has been phased out in the EU since 2015 due to the EU PVC
industry’s voluntary commitment, but lead in PVC continues to enter the EU via imported PVC
products.
 
If Parliament objects before 27 February 2020, the draft measure shall not be adopted by the
Commission. The Commission may either submit an amended draft or present a new one.
 
Vote: Wednesday, 12 February
 
Procedure: Special legislative procedure — EP consent required (APP)
 
LINKS
 
Further information
Press release after the vote in the Environment Committee

REACH regulation

Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200120IPR70620/no-more-lead-in-pvc-to-protect-public-health-say-meps
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/reach_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200120IPR70620/no-more-lead-in-pvc-to-protect-public-health-say-meps
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https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/reach_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/reach_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html


Debate on improving the EU’s enlargement
process
 
MEPs will assess the European Commission’s proposals
on how to strengthen the EU accession process, on
Monday.
 
The European Commission recently published its revamped approach on enlargement that
should give new impetus to the EU enlargement process. Commissioner Olivér Várhelyi already
presented the proposals in the Foreign Affairs Committee last Wednesday and MEPs will now
discuss it in a plenary meeting on Monday.
 
The new practice, designed to help the EU prepare and negotiate with countries wishing to join
the EU, is based on four main principles: credibility, predictability, dynamism and political steer.
 
Background
 
The revision  comes amid  disappointment  over  the  Council's  failure  to  agree  on  opening
accession  talks  with  North  Macedonia  and  Albania  in  October  last  year.
 
Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey have already started accession negotiations, Albania and North
Macedonia have the status of candidate countries, while Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo
are potential candidate countries.
 
Commission statement
 
Debate: Monday, 10 February
 
Further information
EP Resolution on opening accession negotiations with North Macedonia and Albania
(24.10.2019)

Statement by EP President Sassoli during his visit to Albania (03.02.2020)

EP Factsheets: The enlargement of the Union
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_20_182
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/streaming/?event=20200205-1300-COMMITTEE-AFET
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191021IPR64717/failure-to-open-accession-talks-with-albania-and-north-macedonia-is-a-mistake
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191021IPR64717/failure-to-open-accession-talks-with-albania-and-north-macedonia-is-a-mistake
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2019-0050_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2019-0050_EN.html
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/newsroom/sassoli-there-is-no-plan-b-for-albania-we-will-continue-the-journey-that-you-embarked-upon-together
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/167/the-enlargement-of-the-union
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/167/the-enlargement-of-the-union
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


MEPs demand answers about the treatment of
refugees at EU external borders
 
The situation of migrants and asylum-seekers waiting at
the EU’s external borders to ask for asylum on European
territory will be discussed on Wednesday.
 
MEPs will  quiz  the  Council  and  the  Commission  about  alleged  violent  pushbacks  at  the
Croatian-Bosnian border, which, if confirmed, constitute a breach of European and international
law for not allowing the right to request asylum. Similar incidents, though to a lesser scale, have
been reported at  the land border between Greece and Turkey and at  the Spanish border
between Morocco and Ceuta and Melilla.
 
The dramatic situation of refugees stranded in Libyan detention centres is also likely to be
raised during the debate.
 
Council and Commission statements, without resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday, 12 February
 
 
 
Further information
Plenary debate on the situation of migrants in Bosnia, in particular in Bihać (transcription and
video, 14.11.2019)

EP Research Service: Situation of migrants in Bosnia and Herzegovina (14.11.2020)
Free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-9-2019-11-14-ITM-002_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-9-2019-11-14-ITM-002_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-9-2019-11-14-ITM-002_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)644174
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/migration_13001_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/migration_13001_pk


Syria and Donald Trump’s Middle East plan to be
debated with Josep Borrell
 
MEPs will debate the US’ recently presented Middle East
plan and the current security situation in Syria, on Tuesday
afternoon.
 
The US Middle East plan aiming to find a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, foresees
both a future Palestinian state and recognition of Israeli sovereignty over settlements in the
occupied West Bank, which are considered illegal under international law.
 
The plan would also consider Jerusalem as Israel’s “undivided” capital, while permitting a future
Palestinian capital to include parts of East Jerusalem.
 
A number  of  key  actors,  including  the  Palestinian  leadership,  the  Arab  League  and  the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) have rejected the plan in its entirety. EU Foreign
Policy Chief Josep Borrell has also denounced it in a recent statement.
 
The same day, the European Parliament will also take stock of the current security situation in
Syria.
 
 
 
Statements by the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, without resolutions
 
Debate: Tuesday, 11 February
 
Further information
EP Multimedia Centre: Free photos, video and audio material
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Money Laundering: MEPs spurred into action
after Luanda leaks revelations
 
In light of the Luanda Leaks, the European Parliament will
take stock of the situation in the fight against money
laundering in the EU, in a debate on Wednesday evening.
 
MEPs will discuss what further changes are needed to tighten anti-money laundering rules and
other legislation intended to control such fraudulent business affairs. They are also expected to
express  their  disdain  at  those  member  states  still  dragging  their  feet  on  tightening  their
legislation.
 
The Luanda scandal, based on over 700,000 documents leaked to the International Consortium
of Journalists, appears to show how Isabel dos Santos, the eldest daughter of former Angolan
President José Eduardo dos Santos, exploited her privileged position to amass billions of dollars
of wealth, becoming one of Africa’s richest people.
 
Council and Commission statements followed by debate
 
Debate: Wednesday, 12 February
 
Further information
Research paper by the EP Think Tank: Anti-money laundering - reinforcing the supervisory and
regulatory framework

Free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2018/614496/IPOL_IDA(2018)614496_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2018/614496/IPOL_IDA(2018)614496_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2018/614496/IPOL_IDA(2018)614496_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
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•
•
•

Human rights and democracy resolutions
 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human
rights, democracy and rule of law topics on Thursday
morning, with the votes following at 12.00.
 

Human rights dimension of the Coronavirus outbreak, 
Guinea Conakry, notably violence towards protesters, and 
Child labour in mines in Madagascar.
 

Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
Debate/vote: Thursday, 13 February
 
Further information
Press release - “Coronavirus: MEPs to debate EU’s response to outbreak” (03.02.22020)
EP Multimedia Centre: Free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200203IPR71699/coronavirus-meps-to-debate-eu-s-response-to-outbreak
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


•
•

•
•
•
•

Other topics on the agenda
 
Other topics for debate and vote include the following:
 

SMEs and better regulation, Commission statement, debate Monday 
False and Authentic Documents Online (FADO) system (COD), rapporteur , debate
Wednesday, vote Thursday 
, debate Wednesday, vote Thursday 
A social Europe in a Digital world, topical debate (Rule 162), debate Wednesday 
A new comprehensive EU-Africa Strategy, OQ and debate Tuesday 
Review of the Stability and Growth pact, Commission statement, debate Wednesday
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