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• Mandatory EU system of identification of cats and dogs

• Better enforcement and tougher sanctions for illegal trading

• Encourage citizens to adopt, rather than purchase, pets
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To protect animal welfare, pet owners and public health, MEPs call for an EU Action Plan
to end illegal trade in companion animals.
 
With 607 votes for, 3 votes against and 19 abstentions, MEPs on Wednesday adopted a non-
binding resolution demanding action against illegal trade in pets that causes animal to suffer,
spreads diseases, and generates high revenues for organised international crime.
 
MEPs are calling for measures, such as:
 

a mandatory EU system to register cats and dogs, 
an EU definition of large-scale commercial breeding facilities, known as puppy mills, 
improved law enforcement and tougher sanctions, and 
encouraging people to adopt, rather than purchase, pets.
 

Background
 
An estimated 46,000 dogs are traded between EU countries every month, most of them without
being registered.  Commercial  breeders  are  abusing the  EU’s  pet  movement  legislation  (
Regulation (EU) No 576/2013), intended for non-commercial movement of pet animals, e.g.
travelling with their owners.
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Further information
The resolution will be available here (12.02.2020)
Procedure file
Press release on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety committee vote (21.01.2020)

Press release on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety committee vote (21.01.2020)
Video: Pet trafficking: measures against the illegal puppy business
Free photos, video and audio material
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https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/animals/docs/aw_eu-strategy_study_dogs-cats-commercial-practices_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32013R0576
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2814(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200120IPR70621/stop-illegal-trade-in-cats-and-dogs-say-meps
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200120IPR70621/stop-illegal-trade-in-cats-and-dogs-say-meps
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200120IPR70621/stop-illegal-trade-in-cats-and-dogs-say-meps
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20200117STO70506/pet-trafficking-measures-against-the-illegal-puppy-business
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://twitter.com/EP_Environment

