
 

The EU must contribute to ending female genital
mutilation, say MEPs
 

Parliament adopted on Wednesday a resolution urging the EU to come up with a strategy
and concrete measures to eradicate female genital mutilation.
 
In a resolution adopted by 612 votes in favour, 7 against and 32 abstentions, MEPs call on the
Commission to ensure that the upcoming Gender Equality Strategy, to be presented in early
March, includes actions to end female genital mutilation (FGM) and provide care for survivors,
robust commitments, clear indicators, regular reporting and a strong monitoring mechanism.
 
Parliament calls on member states to urgently ratify the Istanbul Convention and urges the
Council and the Commission to ensure its full integration into the EU legislative framework to
ensure the prevention of FGM, the protection of women, the prosecution of offenders and
adequate provision of services in response to FGM.
 
Furthermore, MEPs urge the Commission and member states to ensure that EU funding goes to
projects  aimed at  training and awareness-raising campaigns for  professionals  on how to
prevent, detect and respond to cases of FGM. They also call on them, as well as on the EEAS,
to step up cooperation with non-EU countries in order to encourage them to adopt national laws
banning FGM.
 
Rising concern over the ‘‘medicalisation’’ of FGM
 
MEPs are worried about the increasingly widespread phenomenon of the ‘‘medicalisation’’ of
FGM in some countries (even those in which FGM is illegal) and the growing involvement of
health professionals in this practice. They invite the countries concerned to explicitly outlaw
medicalisation, while raising awareness among medical staff of its harmful effects by providing
information and training, as well as adequate supervision and enforcement.
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https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/home


Background
 
According to the World Health Organisation, FGM is a global issue affecting at least 200 million
women and girls around the world. In Europe, the latest national data available estimate that
around 600,000 women and girls are living with the lifelong consequences of FGM, and that a
further 180,000 girls are at high risk of FGM every year.
 
FGM comprises all  procedures that  involve partial  or  total  removal  of  the external  female
genitalia, or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons. It is recognised
internationally as a violation of the human rights of girls and women.
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Further information
Adopted text (12.02.2020)
Video recording of the debate (18.12.2019)
News - FGM: where, why and consequences
EP Research Service - Zero tolerance for female genital mutilation (05.02.2020)
The 2019 Sakharov Prize finalists, including The Restorers (08.10.2019)
European Institute for Gender Equality: webpage dedicated to FGM in the EU
Free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/female-genital-mutilation
https://www.endfgm.eu/female-genital-mutilation/fgm-in-europe/
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20200206STO72031/female-genital-mutilation-where-why-and-consequences
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2017)595916
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20191004STO63441/sakharov-prize-2019-the-finalists
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-based-violence/female-genital-mutilation
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